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Your Body Matters

"Good Sleep" 
By Tim Kurtz
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By David McFarland 

Originally Posted in the 

Pentecostal Evangel June 28,1998                                                                                                                                          

                                                 

On May 26, 1990, I was driving 

toward Sacramento, California, late 

at night with three men in my car. 

Under my shirt, I carried a money belt 

containing $100,000. This was not 

unusual for me. It was just another 

transaction, like other drug deals I had 

done in the past. The men riding with 

me were not bodyguards. They were 

the people I was supposed to meet for 

a drug transaction at a house where the 

drugs were located. What I didn’t know 

was that they had already planned to kill 

me and steal the money.  As we turned 

onto a road, I remember clearly reading 

the sign Sacramento Boulevard, just 

before crossing the Feather River, that 

one of the men pulled out a 38 revolver 

and pressed it against the back of my 

head and told me to keep driving.

It had been raining on and off all day 

and into the night. When we crossed 

the levee near the Sutter Bypass, it was 

close to midnight.

I tried to jump out of the car, which 

is when they fired two shots at my head 
while I was driving. One of the bullets 

struck me and kept me inside the car. My 

chest and face slammed into the steering 

wheel. My arm flew upward and hit the 
shift lever, throwing the vehicle into 

reverse. The car spun backwards into 

a small ditch, causing the rear tires to 

get stuck. The men jumped out. I looked 

lifeless in the driver’s seat, but I could 

still hear everything they were saying. 

They pulled me from the car. My 

physical body seemed paralyzed by the 

bullets, but I could feel what they were 

doing. They shot me two more times, 

execution-style, into my neck and head, 

then they stripped off my money belt 

and took the cash with them.

After that, they dragged me to the 

Sutter Bypass canal and threw my body 

into the water, leaving me there to die. 

I could hear their voices fading as they 

ran.  And I died.

My spirit separated from my body 

when a voice from heaven called 

my name, and I had an out-of-body 

experience, taken to another place. It 

was not a dream; it was a divine reality. 

I saw an opening, and the voice that 

spoke to me said that beyond it was a 

place where all those who do not do the 

will of the Father would go.  It appeared 

to be a dark tunnel entry. And the smell 

that came out of it was like sulfur fumes. 

I heard agony. I heard screaming. I 

heard people weeping and cursing God 

coming out from within that place. The 

Lord spoke to me: “This is the place 

where all who do not do My Father’s 

will shall enter.”  Then I heard the 

question: “Are you going to continue 

to do the will of this world or the will of 

my Father?”  I answered: “I am going 

to do the will of my Father.”  Instantly, 

the Lord lifted my spirit upward into 
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SPONSORS

Pleasant Grove Farms
Ed & Wynette Sills  Family

Giving thanks   to God  always,  for all   things.

Ephesians  5:20

www.PleasantGroveFarms.com

James Gallagher
CA Assembly Member-

3rd District

(916) 319-2003

Monroe Transmission
Don  Monroe - Owner

1397 Colusa Hwy.,Yuba City

(530) 751-2238

Proforma by Kug
Dave Kugelman

Promotional Products

(530) 632-9292

Russell & Boals
Painting,  Inc.

Voted Best Yuba/Sutter Painting  Services 2014

(530) 671-4220
Lic.# 496656

Shadd Janitorial Supply
Roger Shadd - Owner

226 Bridge St.,Yuba City

(530) 673-0083

Advangelism
"the  business 

deduction  with
eternal rewards!"

Country Vet Clinic, Inc.
Jerry Long, DVM & Associates

4839 E. Butte Rd.,Live Oak

(530) 674-1660
www.Countryvet.net

Dave Greenetz
Construction, Inc.

(530) 682-9602
www.greenetzconstruction.com

Remodeling   Lic.#452975

Dr.  David A. Bradley
Optometrist

1160 Live Oak Blvd.,Yuba City

(530) 673-8440

Gaiser Pets
714 Plumas St.,Yuba City

(530) 751-8155
"Not Your Ordinary Pet Store" 

LINDA'S Soda Bar & Grill
668 Plumas St., YC

(530) 673-8140

M-F 6am-3pm, Sa-Su 7am-2pm
"Food so good you'll think we stole your Mom!

MARYSVILLE - YUBA CITY

LANDA & SONS
Glass Service, Inc

Windows, screens, mirrors, showers, table tops

2069 Live Oak Blvd, YC

(530) 673-8812
LIC #1040466

Jenine Tanabe M.D.
Dermatology

1178  Live  Oak  Blvd, Yuba City

(530) 743-0301

ASI Compressed Air
Sales   - Service   - Parts   - Piping

(800) 378-4198
Contractor's Lic.# 771529

Diane's Laundromat
Clean - Safe - Efficient

6am - 10pm

(530) 632-1159
1117 Gray Ave, Yuba City

James Gallagher
CA Assembly  Member

3rd District

(916) 319-2003

Become a 
Business Sponsor

Call Pastor David Dena @ (530) 956-5325 

 

Certified Arborist

Serving our neighbors since 1957

  

770 N. Walton Ave.
Suite 100

Yuba City CA 95993
(530) 673-2947

hilbersinc.com

We
build

structures
and relationships

to last.
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The Ambassador
Newspaper Ministry

Pastor David Dena
(530) 956-5325

ambassador@ambassadornewspaper.com
www.ambassadornewspaper.com

The Ambassador allows

you to   let Christian

Community (and others

as well know about you).

We distribute more than

350 churches & businesses

in Yuba/Sutter/Butte

Counties.

 

For�weekly�reminders,� updates�or 

    to� join         �email:   �  info@ysccn.org

Please Consider

becoming  a

sponspor

Your  Sponsorship
Helps  Us Keep 

The  Ambassador 
Presses Going - 

All While
Advertising

Your Business!



The Voice of the Christian Community, serving Yuba, Sutter, and Butte Counties

The Ambassador

WWW.AMBASSADORNEWSPAPER.COM

3

MINISTRIES
The Bride Church

1321 Peach Tree Lane, YC
(530) 751-0505

thebridechurch.org
Sundays 8:45am & 11am

Craftsmen for Christ 
Tues 6:30pm

Church of Glad Tidings
1179         Eager Road, Yuba City
www.churchof gladtidings.com

(530) 671-3160
Saturdays   - 7pm  
Sundays   - 10 am
Thursday -  7pm

Adventure !Church
876 W. Onstott Frontage Rd.,  YC

(530) 822-9216
Sunday_Services:  

 9:00a.m. & 11:00a.m.

Website:    www.acyc.family
Pastor !Greg! Mansur

You  CAN help save
the lives of children

in Tanzania!

Call Victor  Savage
(530) 671-2219

Samaritan• Village• Orphanage
Tanzania, •Africa

Loma Rica
Baptist Church

11449 Hill Rd., Loma Rica
Sun. 9:30am -Prayer/Bible Study

10:30am - Morning Service
www.lrbaptistchurch.com

Worship�Evangelism�Discipleship

 

A WOMAN�S FRIEND 

Faith  Tabernacle-Yuba City
Pastor Bill  & Trudy Gibson

760 Spiva Ave., YC
(530) 671-1655 ��faithtabernacleyc.org

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Worship 10:30am

(Traditional Hymns & Praise and Worship Music)

Sunday Evening 6:00pm
Thursday Bible Study - 6:00pm

Agape Worship Center
504 J St., Marysville

(530) 749-9248

Sundays @ 11:30am

www.agapewc.com

Praise Chapel Yuba/Sutter
2 Counties � 1 Vision / 1 Church � 2 Locations

Yuba City - 398 Aylor Ave
Pastor David & Marci Dena

Plumas Lake - 1662 Broadway
Pastor Mike and Dee Priebe

Sunday Morning @ 10:30 am
(530) 300-1458

Legacy Baptist Church
Pastor Dan Callaghan

1980 S.�Walton Ave., YC

Sunday - 11:00am & 6:00pm
Wednesday - 7:00pm 

www.discoverlegacy.org

C.A.N.
Christian Assistance Network, Inc.   

P.O. Box  3133

Yuba City,    AC 95992

Coordinator's   Telephone

(530)  671-7344

“Enabling Christ’s People to Change Communities”   

Cornerstone Church
700 Washington Ave.,Yuba City 

(530) 674-3087 
www.cornerstoneyc.com

Sundays 8:30a.m. & 11:00a.m.

Virtual Reality Church 
Sun. 1pm- Altspace VR

Hallwood  Community
An  "I Love You" Church

2825  Hwy 20, Marysville
(530) 743-7961

hallwoodchurch.org
 Stacey Hanson, Pastor

Sundays Worship -10:00 a.m.

Faith Lutheran Church
"Faith by  the  Lake" 

1000  D Street, Marysville
(530) 743-1539

faith100d@gmail.com

FaithLuthernMarysville. org

Sunday 10:00am

First  Lutheran Church
850  Cooper  Ave.,  YC

(530) 673-8894
www.FLCYC.org

Sunday
8:30 am -   Traditional 
10:50 am -   Contemporary

Friday -  1:00 pm 

The Ambassador is a free, monthly publication promoting unity and revival among the local Yuba-Sutter area Bible-believing churches.

The Ambassador has a circulation of 6,000 - 7,500 and is distributed in local churchs and business in the community.

The purpose of The Ambassador is to pursue the great commission of Christ by making disciples and to encourage, inform, challenge and connect the local body of Christ.

We believe in the inspiration and authority of the Bible as the written word of God.  We believe that God exists as One, in three distinct persons. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We believe that the atoning work of Christ (His death) on the cross and His resurrection is the ONLY means of salvation and the only way Eternal Life in Heaven. 

We welcome editorial content from anyone wishing to promote the mission of The Ambassador.  All articles and advertisement content is subject to the approval of the editor.

Views expressed in The Ambassador do not necessarily reflect those of our sponsors or advertisers.

Editor/Publisher- Marci Dena          Advisory - David Dena          Graphic Design/Layout - Teresa Davis

The Ambassador
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INSPIRATION

Newcastle 916-663-4116

Yuba City 530-751-2238

9093 Old State Hwy

Newcastle, CA 95658

1397 Colusa Hwy

Yuba City, CA 95993

Are You a Deer or A Dog?
By Christy Boals

www.gracefilledpurpose.com
I happened to see a deer through my 

window today. She looked so calm 

and peaceful. I knew, though, that if I 

were to open my door, she would flee 
at once in a blind panic. I thought then 

of our faithful guardian dog, Sasha, 

who guarded my children for years. 

She, too, would look peaceful and 

calm most of the time. However, when 

she was startled, she leapt into action, 

ready to perform her duty as protector 

of our family.

When faced with danger, the two 

animals respond very differently. 

Deer will run in what they hope is 

the opposite direction from the threat, 

while dogs focus on the danger and 

run toward it. This made me think of 

us as people. I know there are lots of 

people who panic whenever something 

unexpected comes their way. When 

we panic, we can put ourselves and 

others into almost as much difficulty 
as the deer ends up in tangled up in 

something, scraped up, or staring into 

headlights. Maybe the unexpected 

event wasn’t really that bad, but if we 

react without stopping to think or pray, 

we can end up causing more harm.

I would rather be like a well-trained 

guardian dog. When the unexpected 

happens, I hope I can pause to pray 

and assess the situation through God’s 

eyes. Then I can act rather than react.

 As I act, God will give me courage 

and wisdom to face the issue head-on. 

“In all these things we are more than 

conquerors through Him who loved 

us.” Romans 8:37

Whatever may come into your life 

today, I pray that God gives you peace 

and courage to move toward it in His 

strength.

Bright Hope
by Paula McBride

Are you able to sing a hymn while 

your mind races along on a completely 

different track?  Maybe it’s my unique 

skill, until the time it wasn’t.  The 

hymn that jolted me was “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” by Thomas Chisholm.  

Chisholm suffered poor health all his 

life but at age seventy-five wrote, “I 
must not fail to record here the unfailing 

faithfulness of a covenant-keeping 

God and that He has given me many 

wonderful displays of his providing 

care. He wrote of “strength for today and 

bright hope for tomorrow.  Blessings all 

mine with ten thousand beside.”

Two words gripped me:  bright hope.  

How could this impoverished invalid 

write a hymn about bright hope?  Does 

bright hope have as its foundation the 

unfailing faithfulness of God?

Sometimes we think of hope as a way 

of expressing wishful thinking.  “I hope 
you have a good day.”  “I hope you get 
the raise you asked for.”  I hope you 
get a good tax return.”  That’s a dim 

hope.  Dim hope caused Naomi to tell 

her daughters-in-law that there was no 

hope she would have another son (Ruth 

1:12).  Dim hope caused the enemies 

of the Jews to fail in their attempted 

extermination plot (Esther 9:1).

Bright Biblical hope is a companion 

of faith.  Faith comes by hearing God’s 

word.  Hope comes by experience.  

Faith accepts the gift of a promise.  

Hope confidently expects the fulfillment 
of the promise, and the Bible is full of 

promises.

Would you like some peaceful rest?  

Psalm 62:5 says, “Yes, my soul, find 
rest in God; my hope comes from Him.”  
Perhaps you need strength.  Isaiah 40:31 

says, “…but those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength.”  Are you in 

the depths of despair?  Job was, too, 

when he cried out, “Though He slay 
me, yet will I hope in Him” (Job 13:15).  

Are you concerned about your future?  

“There is surely a future hope for you” 
(Proverbs 23:18).

How can we know that God’s 

promises are truth?  Mary, the mother 

of Jesus must have wondered this when 

the angel told her she was going to have 

  Continue on page 10
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KITCHENS  + BATHROOMS
DECKS + ADDITIONS

REPAIRS + SIDING

WINDOWS + DOORS +TRIM

ALTERATIONS

GRAB BARS

INSURANCE WORK

WHOLE HOUSE FANS

LEAF GUARD 682.9602
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www.GreenetzConstruction.com

Professionals Dedicated to Protecting and Preserving Your Growing Investment

 Quality Since 1957

Senior Discounts

ISA Certified Arborists

Tree Trimming

Cabling & Bracing

Tree & Stump Removal

24 Hr Emergency Service

Arborist Reports

Fully Insured for P.L. & P.D.      Workmen's Comp.      Lic. Contractor #608859

10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD

673-7993(5
3
0
)

www.richardstree.com

•  Wait For �e Lord  •

by Agnetta Vick

My husband, Brian, has owned 

this beautiful leather jacket for quite 

a number of years now. Funnily, we 

got this jacket at a thrift store here in 

town for fifty cents! Of course, at the 
time that we bought it, we didn’t think 

much of this jacket other than it’s a nice 

looking jacket. We honestly thought 

that it’s just a good jacket and well, for 

fifty cents, not a lot of consideration 
was made that day. We brought it 

home and Brian loved the jacket very 

much. He didn’t think much of it until, 

one day, he wore it to work (we both 

worked at the same job at that time) and 

one of our coworkers who happened to 

be an experienced hunter said that the 

jacket was extraordinary. One of a kind, 

genuine leather made from one single 

deer. She pointed out many different 

things on that jacket that showed just 

how excellent of a work it is. She even 

said she wanted to buy it for a few 

hundred dollars. Brian said no, to my 

utter disappointment. 

Our coworker then told us that we 

need to be careful and make sure to 

get the jacket cleaned the right way; or 

else it would be ruined. That particular 

advice was the beginning of our long 

journey and struggles on finding the 
place to have the jacket cleaned. Years 

came and went, and we could not find 
one place in town or anywhere nearby 

that’s able to treat genuine deer-skin 

jackets. I reached a point where I told 

Brian “just don’t wear it again”. He then 

said, “we’ll find a place; I am patient 
and I am not giving up”.

Fast-forward to Summer 2025; at this 

point, this jacket has been in the family 

for almost eight years. I was invited to 

our Church Women’s Coffee and Thrift 

to Lincoln. Honestly, at that time, life 

had not been easy. Things happened that 

broke my spirit. Up until the morning 

before the scheduled trip, I was still 

hesitant. I didn’t want to go. Brian told 

me that morning “go, have fun and 

fellowship with the ladies. It will lift 

your spirit”. So, I went. Thank the Lord, 

I went. 

Just like it’s said in Ecclesiastes 4:9-

10 “Two are better than one, because 

they have a good reward for their 

labor.. For if they fall, one will lift up 
his companion…” (NKJV).

I was encouraged; my spirit was lifted 

up. Joy returned. Hope flourished once 
again. Prayers were said and blessings 

were poured over. My cup was full 

when I returned home. I loved every bit 

of the trip that I decided to take Brian 

and our daughters to do it again the 

next week. 

I was telling him all about the 

nice places we could go when Brian 

suddenly said that he would look for 

a cleaner to treat his leather jacket. 

He looked it up online and found one. 

Literally one block away from the 

coffee shop I went to with the church 

ladies. We were hopeful, but not quite 

convinced that the cleaner would 

actually have the ability to do it. It had 

been eight years and we hadn't had any 

luck. We took the jacket anyway. They 

said yes. As a matter of fact, this tiny 

little dry cleaner is THE ONLY one left 

in the Sacramento Roseville area that is 

able to treat genuine deer skin material. 

Thank God, we did not give up. Thank 

God I went on that trip with the church. 

Thank God Brian had the idea to look 

up dry cleaners. Thank God we did not 

get rid of the jacket because it is too 

inconvenient. Thank God.

“Trust in The Lord with all your heart. 
And lean not to your own understanding. 

In all your ways acknowledge Him. And 
He shall direct your paths.” Proverbs 

3:5-6 (NKJV) 

How many of us are still waiting on 

the Lord? I know I am. For so many 

things, I could not even begin to list 

them. Some might have been waiting 

for months. Some have been praying 

over and over again for years. Same 

prayers uttered in the silence of the 

night; again and again. When things get 

too difficult to bear, I look at the now-

  Continue on page 14
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PRAYER FOR THE NATION - Tuesdays at 7pm

Church of Glad Tidings-1179 Eager Rd (Bldg 200)

(530) 671-3160 - info@churchofgladtidings.com

GRIEF SHARE - Mondays at 6:30-8:30pm  

Praise Chapel Church -398 Aylor Ave. - Yuba City

A grief support program that meets weekly to help give 

encouragement after the death of loved one.  Anyone can 

attend on any week because each class is "self-contained".  

For more information contact the church at 530-870-0511.

EMBASSY OF GLORY (formerly Embassy House of Prayer)

Prayer Every Thursday Night  7:00-8:30pm

Church of Glad Tidings - 1179 Eager Rd (Bldg 200)

The church today is in an all-out war against the evils of 

darkness.  The body of Christ is called to step up and be 

aggressive in their prayer life.

PRIME TIMERS - First Friday every month at 12:00

Crossroads Community Church - 445 B. St. Yuba City

Potluck luncheon for 55+, bring your favorite dish and enjoy 

an afternoon of fellowship
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP - Wednesdays, 6:00pm,  

Crossroads Community Church - 445 B. St. YC

For those dealing with the loss of a loved one.

SUNDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

PRAISE CHAPEL COMMUNITY GAME NIGHT

Every 1st and 3rd Friday at 6:30pm

Praise Chapel - 398 Aylor Ave., YC - (530) 300-1458

ADULT BIBLE STUDY -  Wednesdays, 6:00 pm

Crossroads Community Church - 445 B. St. Yuba City

A group activity for adults to read, discuss, and apply 

scripture, fostering spiritual growth, understanding of God’s 

word, and fellowship with other believers.

MEN'S WALK & TALK - 1st Saturday of the Month - 10am

Church of Glad Tidings-1179 Eager Rd (Bldg 200)

Looking for a place to find fellowship and develop friendships? 
Join us for Walk & Talk the first Saturday of the month. For 
more information contact Phil  Britton (530) 300-0408 or 

churchofgladtidings.com/events

MEN'S PRAYER & BREAKFAST-Friday Mornings 5:30am

Church of Glad Tidings-1179 Eager Rd (Bldg 200)

(530) 671-3160 - info@churchofgladtidings.com

STRONGHOLD SERIES - 2nd Tuesday of the month-7pm

Church of Glad Tidings-1179 Eager Rd (Bldg 200)

Join us as Jess Parker shares on a particular topic. 

Corporate prayer to follow.

WORD OF LIFE CHURCH YOUTH NIGHT 

Every Friday Night

1229 Buchannon Street, Marysville

Come expecting a miracle - Come hear the truth that will set 

you free. We have Games, Worship, Fellowship

COLLEGE AGE BIBLE STUDY  (Ages 17-25) -  

Wednesdays, 6:00 pm

Faith Tabernacle -Yuba City - 760 Spiva Ave, YC

A college age group bible study to read, discuss, and apply 

scripture, fostering spiritual growth, understanding of God’s 

word, and fellowship with other believers.

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

ADULT BIBLE STUDY -  Thursdays, 6:00 pm

Faith Tabernacle -Yuba City - 760 Spiva Ave - Yuba City

A bible study to read, discuss, and apply scripture, fostering 

spiritual growth, understanding of God’s word, and fellowship 

with other believers.

ROAD TO RECOVERY - Sundays at 6:00pm

Crossroads Community Church - 445 B. St. - Yuba City 

Christian 12 Step Support Group

• ONGOING EVENTS •

ONGOING EVENTS:  CONTINUE TO PAGE 7 

FAMILY BIBLE STUDY - Wednesday at 7:00 pm

Praise Chapel - 398 Aylor Ave., YC - (530) 300-1458

"An In-Depth Search" A time to ask the hard questions, study 

& research together, discussion and dialogue 



The Voice of the Christian Community, serving Yuba, Sutter, and Butte Counties

The Ambassador 7

CALENDAR

BETHESDA HEALING WELL - 

3rd Saturday of the Month  10:00 am

Church of Glad Tidings - 1179 Eager Rd (Bldg 200)

(530) 671-3160 - info@churchofgladtidings.com

Come to receive prayer and be refreshed while soaking in an 

atmosphere of worship and praise. Sorry, No Childcare.

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST - 

Every 3rd Saturday of the month at 8:00 am.

Crossroads Community Church - 445 B. St. Yuba City

Food, Faith and Fellowship.

NIGHT OF PRAYER

Every Last Saturday of the month from 6:00-7:30pm

Crossroads Community Church - 445 B. St. Yuba City

Worship Music, Testimonials and Prayer

CONTINUED - SATURDAY

• ONGOING EVENTS • • Prayer List for March 2026 •

1-Mar Pastors - That God would give them strength, courage and wisdom to speak the truth  

 from the pulpit.

2-Mar The Ambassador Newspaper - Increased readership and Impact.

3-Mar Homeless - Safety, health and provision. Bless the Twin Cities Rescue Mission and other 

 local homeless ministries.

4-Mar World Affairs - Pray about international activities that point to the Last Days.

5-Mar Veterans - Pray for all those who served our country and their families to get the   

 assistance they need.

6-Mar Marriages - Pray that relationships would grow and families would seek the Lord 

together.

7-Mar Local Ministries - Pray for continued financial support and volunteers to meet needs  
 (see page 3)

8-Mar California - pray for our Godly representatives (including James Gallagher) to fight   
 against liberal and harmful state policies. Also, Pray for the upcoming election to fill Doug  
 LaMalfa's  seat)

9-Mar Discipleship - Pray that believers would seek to follow Jesus and become more like Him  

 every day!

10-Mar Mental Health - Pray for all the millions of people who are dealing with depression.  

  Pray they feel loved.

11-Mar A Woman’s Friend - Unborn children/Pregnant Women.

12-Mar Israel - Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem in all conflicts with other countries.
13-Mar	 Human	Trafficking	- Pray for the freedom, healing and restoration of survivors and for  

 traffickers to repent.
14-Mar Restore America! - Pray against the divisiveness and violence in this nation.

15-Mar Addicted - pray for those under the control of substances that they would surrender to 

the   Lord, pursue and receive the treatment they need. 

16-Mar	 Pray	for	all	first	responders. Police, Firefighters, EMT, etc. May the Lord keep His hand  
 of protection on them.

17-Mar Orphanages - Pray for children to find a loving, bible believing home.
18-Mar Race Relations - Pray for Race relations in our nation. Pray for understanding and   

 collaboration between races and an ease of rational tension.

19-Mar Pray for your neighbor - for opportunities to serve them, pray with them and share the  

 Gospel with them!

20-Mar Pray the Lord will renew the health & spirit in the lost, lonely, bruised and broken  

  children of God.

21-Mar Youth - Pray that they will wake up and become aware that “woke” thinking is a tool of  

 Satan.

22-Mar Pray that fathers would give Godly wisdom and have a positive impact and influence on  
 the lives of their children.

23-Mar Unity of Churches/Global impact - Pray for churches to unite & influence the world!
24-Mar Pray for each of us to be bold by the Holy Spirit to speak and act in accordance with  

 God’s Word and His Way!

25-Mar Pray for President Trump for positive leadership, resolve of conflict with other countries  
 and for his physical protection from harm.

26-Mar Global Revival - Pray that our global chaos would lead multitudes to repent and follow 

the   Lord!!

27-Mar Pray for China, Sudan, North Korea and other nations that God would intervene and  

 the leadership would restore civil rights.

28-Mar Revival - Pray a revival in the hearts of God’s people be lit and renewed to win the lost.

29-Mar Life - Pray that abortion clinics would be shut down that people would choose life for their  

 babies!

30-Mar Mental Illness - Pray for those who deal with Mental Health issues or suicidal thoughts.

31-Mar The Persecuted Church around the world. Pray that believers would stand strong in the  

 midst of brutal persecution. 



The Ambassador8

He Suffered for Your Sins

Good Friday, April 3rd, 2026 - 9:30 am

Join other believers from many churches as we carry the 

cross.  We will begin at the Town Center Fountain in Yuba 

City, proceeding up Plumas Street, West on Colusa 

Highway to Gray Avenue, cross the street at the corner of 

Togo�s, turn right, and proceed down Colusa.  Highway to 

Plumas Street. Then proceed down Plumas Street to the 

Town Center Fountain. 

Everyone is encouraged to come and participate as one 

body considering the 

magnitude of what Jesus suffered on

behalf of mankind.  Also, join with other 

believers in quiet worship and prayer.

                facebook.com/TheWayof SufferingJESUS

            For information call: (530) 635-8461
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Wisdom from A Spiritual Leader

My Top Five Favorite Books

Pastor Brandon Hyatt
The Father's House in Live Oak

Throughout my journey in ministry and 

in my personal walk with God, a few 

books have done more than just give 

me information—they’ve truly shaped 

me. They’ve spoken to me in different 

seasons, challenged the way I think, 

convicted my heart, and stretched my 

understanding of what it really means to 

live fully surrendered to Christ. Some 

books you read… and others you carry 

with you. These five have stayed with 
me, shaping my faith, my leadership, 

and my hunger for God in lasting ways.

God’s Generals – Roberts Liardon

This book ignited a deep hunger in 

me for revival and the power of the 

Holy Spirit. Right after I gave my life 

to Christ at 13 years of age, my father 

told me I needed to read this book, and 

I’m so grateful he did. At that young 

age, it completely shaped the trajectory 

of my spiritual life as I pursued Jesus 

and his call on my life. Reading the 

lives of men and women like Smith 

Wigglesworth, Kathryn Kuhlman, and 

others challenged my comfort and 

called me to a higher place. It showed 

me early on that Christianity was 

never meant to be casual or lukewarm 

but fully surrendered and Spirit-

empowered. It reminded me that God 

uses yielded vessels, imperfect people 

who are wholly given to Him. It stirred 

both reverence and expectancy in my 

heart for what God can still do today.

Wild at Heart – John Eldredge

Eldredge’s message resonated deeply 

with the core of masculine identity 

and spiritual purpose. He articulates 

the God-given desires within a man, 

a battle to fight, an adventure to live, 
and a beauty to rescue. I was given this 

book by my sister on my 18th birthday, 

and it couldn’t have come at a more 

defining season of my life. To this day, 
it remains my all-time favorite book, 

one I continually recommend to men 

and women. It helped me understand 

that our passions, courage, and drive are 

not obstacles to faith but can become 

instruments in God’s hands when rightly 

surrendered. It gave me permission to 

come alive and language for things I 

felt but couldn’t yet articulate. It helped 

shape my understanding of manhood 

through a Christ-centered lens.

Growing Deep – Charles Swindoll

If the previous books lit fires, this 
one built roots. Swindoll emphasizes 

spiritual maturity, biblical literacy, 

and a grounded faith that goes beyond 

emotional experience. It challenged 

me to cultivate depth, to be a believer 

who is not just passionate but stable, 

discerning, and anchored in truth. For 

anyone with a hunger to go deeper with 

God, this book is where I'd suggest 

you start. Without proper structure and 

a solid framework for how the bible 

works, we will always find ourselves 
living in the vague spiritualism that 

produces nothing but emotionalism and 

chaos. Learn to live by God's principles, 

and you'll learn to actually grow!

Spiritual Leadership – 

J. Oswald Sanders

Few books have shaped my leadership 

philosophy more than this one. I read 

this book for the first time in my first 
year of ministry internship. Sanders 

reframes leadership not as position 

or charisma, but as consecration 

and discipline. The call to lead with 

humility, prayer, integrity, and sacrifice 
has deeply shaped how I view pastoral 

responsibility. It reminded me that 

spiritual authority flows from spiritual 
formation. God is not a God of chaos, 

yet some of our churches are run that 

way. The production of chaos always 

means that God is not running the ship; 

humans are. But once we turn over that 

authority to God's way of doing things, 

we will develop true stability and a 

stable footing for the long haul.

Baptized by Blazing Fire – 

Yong-Doo Kim

This book was both sobering and 

awakening. I asked a previous pastor 

to read it once. When he came back, he 

asked me not to give it out to the people 

in the church. When I asked why, he 

said it wasn't because the book wasn't 

biblical, but because the people couldn't 

handle it. Its vivid accounts of spiritual 

encounters, eternity, and the urgency of 

repentance stirred a renewed fear of the 

Lord within me. I remember reading 

this book at Starbucks, weeping in the 

corner after a chapter or so. It pressed 

me to live with eternity in view and to 

minister with greater urgency for the 

salvation of souls. I do not suggest this 

book to the new convert. This book is 

for those who have grown cold in their 

faith, who need a fresh awakening, and 

who want that flame of repentance and 
souls to awaken again.

a Son. “For no word from God will ever 
fail,” Gabriel assured her (Luke 1:37). 

So bright hope is based on God’s 

unfailing promises, but the best is yet 

to come.  Eternal life!  Titus writes, 
“Having been justified by his grace, we 
might become heirs having the hope of 
eternal life." (Titus 3:7). 

So much hope is wrapped up in the 

gift of eternal life.  When Jesus gave 

His life on the cross He endured the just 

punishment we deserve so we wouldn’t 

be separated from the great love of 

God and the wonderful future He has 

prepared for us.  Three days later, Jesus 

conquered death and rose from the grave 

to prove eternal life was possible.  As 

Thomas Chisholm wrote: “Pardon for 

sin and a peace that endureth/Thy own 

dear presence to cheer and to guide./

Strength for today and bright hope for 

tomorrow/Blessings all mine and ten 

thousand beside.”  That  certainly is a 

reason for bright hope for the coming 

days.

Cont'd from Page 4: 

"Bright Hope"
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289 Babies Saved From Abortion So Far During 40 Days for Life Prayer Campaign

 "LIFE MATTERS presented by Yuba-Sutter Right To Life"

by Shawn Carney and David Brando 

LifeNews.com
 

Ready to start the week with extremely 

encouraging news? Here it is! 40 Days 
for Life campaign leaders tell us that so 

far this campaign … 289 babies have 

been spared from abortion – that we 

know of!
 

We can only wonder how many mothers 

have turned away from abortion that 

only God knows about. Since He’s a 

good and merciful God … we have to 

believe there are many more!

Yuba City, California

 

“Praise the Lord!” said one of the 
California leaders. “Two babies were 

saved from abortion at the Yuba City 40 

Days for Life!”
 

Both of these young women went to 

Planned Parenthood for pregnancy 

tests. They were being pressured … 

feeling distraught … and considering 

the abortion pill.

 

Thankfully, one of the volunteers 

was able to provide life-affirming 

encouragement – giving the women 

information about fetal development, 

directing them to a pro-life pregnancy 

help center and exchanging contact 

information so they could get back in 

touch.

 

One of the women did just that, sending 

back a text message after her visit to the 

help center.

 

“Thank you again!” she wrote. “I’m 
so incredibly thankful you guys were 

out there that day. You guys knew the 

exact words to make me feel better. And 

I knew you guys would as soon as I 

pulled up. God really does work in such 

amazing ways!”
 

Austin, Texas

 

Austin is taking part in 40 Days for Life 

for the 19th time … pausing at the mid-

point of the campaign for a candlelight 

vigil “to give thanks for the blessings 

we’ve seen … to be motivated … and 

to pray for all of those affected by 

abortion.”

 

And those blessings include “four moms 

(so far) that had scheduled an abortion 

but changed their minds and chose life,” 

said Heather in Austin.

 

There have been dozens more that have 

stopped to talk to counselors. Heather 

noted a common theme from the women 

they’ve spoken to.

 

“It’s so expensive here!” is what we keep 
hearing about the abortion facilities. 

She said, “Your presence matters!”
 

Portland, Oregon

 

“We had a turnaround!” said Therese in 
Portland.

 

A mother arrived at the abortion center 

with her teenage daughter. “I saw them 

go in,” Therese said, “but I wasn’t able 

to hand them any information.”

 About an hour and a half later, the mom 

came back out. “When I asked if I could 

give her any resources, she said no, she 

didn’t need any. She said her daughter 

had changed her mind.”

“She didn’t do it,” the mother said. “She 

decided not to do it.” She also said it 

was a hard decision for her daughter. 

“It’s the father that’s the problem,” she 

murmured.

 

The volunteers promised to help … and 

to pray. The mother and daughter left 

smiling.

 

Please consider joining us on the 
sidewalk.  Your prayerful presence can 
save lives!  Visit www.40daysforlife.

com/yubacity to sign up or call Dianne 
at 530-632-7497.
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  Continue on page 14

Country Veterinary Clinic
4839 E. Butte Road
Live Oak, CA 95953
Phone: (530) 674-1660
www.countryvet.net

Mon-Fri: 8:00am - 5:30pm
Sat: 8:00am - 2:00pm

Sun: 4:00pm - 6:00pm
(for lodging pick-up only)

After Hours: (530) 674-1660

Country Veterinary Clinic
“Beautiful Country Setting for Quality, Personable Medicine”

The Ambassador Ministry
would like to thank the following people for their Individual Sponsorship

Yvette Adams
Charles & Rita Collins

LaDonna Curteman

Paul & Pam Duey

Dennis & Connie Gabel

Bob Gilbert

MaryAgnes Gobel

Rich & Joan Hackney

          

God Bless Each Of You
For Your Support Of This Ministry And Our Community

If you would be interested in supporting The Ambassador

as an Individual Sponsor ($20/month)

please contact Pastor David Dena at: 

ambassador@ambassadornewspaper.com or call (530) 956-5325

or visit us online at www.ambassadornewspaper.com

• • •

Allen Halpern

Tom Harris

Cale & Merlene Judd

Dale & Susan Nieschultz

Sarah Pryor

George & Cheri Shaw

Roberta Spear

Robert E. Stark

Continued from Page 1: "Follow The Light• Alfredo Medina's Testimony"

the heavens. I stood between towering 

walls on my right and left. In front 

of me was a door that looked like the 

colors of pearl. A brilliant light stood 

in front of me. A voice spoke to me 

and said, “This is the entrance to My 

Father’s kingdom. All who do His will 

shall enter through it.”

Again, the voice that spoke to me 

asked: “Are you going to continue to do 

the will of this world, or the will of My 

Father?”  I responded, “I’m going to 

do the will of my Father.”  Then a figure 
emerged from the light, a man glowing 

like bronze, clothed in white, with long 

hair. He said: “I am Jesus, the One you 

did not know.”  He put His arms around 

me. He returned me to my body that 

was floating in the Sutter Bypass canal, 
dead. The moment my spirit entered 

my body, I came to life again. Then 

the hand of the Lord went beneath my 

chest cavity, 

lifted me out 

of the water, 

and stood 

me upright 

on the 

embankment 

of the Sutter 

Bypass.  His 

words were: 

“Follow Me. 

Follow the 

light.”

I staggered 

and walked 

as He 

guided me 

that night to 

where three 

f i s h e r m e n 

were fishing. I will not go into detail 
here, but they were frightened when I 

arrived. They 

rushed me to the 

nearest place for 

help: the East 

Nicolaus Fire 

Department. Life 

was gone from 

me. They tried to 

revive me. Again, 

I was with the 

Lord, and while 

in His presence, 

He spoke to 

me: “You shall 

go back into 

the world so 

that many of 

those who do 

not believe may 

come to believe.” 

And I was back in my body, and I recall 

hearing someone saying, “We have him 

back.”  Moments later, I heard the roar 

and felt a strong gust of turbulence. Life 

Flight was landing on Highway 99 near 

East Nicolaus. They loaded me into the 

helicopter and flew me toward UCD 
Medical Center in Sacramento.  On the 

way, I heard medics saying: “We’re 

losing him… we’re losing him.” They 

lost me. Again, I left my body, and 

once again, I was with the Lord. He 

spoke the same words: “You shall go 

back into the world so that many who 

do not believe may come to believe.” 

I did not understand everything that 

was happening, but I knew those words 

were so assuring to me.

At UCD Medical Center, they worked 

on me. I heard one of the doctors 

saying, “I can’t believe he is still alive. 

He has no blood in him.” Soon after 

those words, I again had an out-of-body 

experience. While I was with the Lord, 

the hospital staff covered my body with 

a sheet, believing I was dead.  While 

with the Lord again, He spoke to me, 

saying: “Son, you have been chosen, 

for I AM the God of Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob. I AM the God of the Living 

and not of the dead. You shall live 

for I have called you to speak to a 

generation that knows me not.” Right 

after those words, He placed me back in 

this body of mine, and I sat straight up 

on the gurney while two staff members 

were rolling me down a hall.  One of 

them, a lady, yelled, “Oh my God, he’s 

alive!”
Doctors were uncertain if I would 

survive. Two bullets had entered through 

my jaw from the back of my neck, near 

my head. Another entered from behind 

my head, blinding my left eye. The 
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Partnering together to save millions 

in the design and construction costs 

for Christian schools

and churches nationwide. 530-673-2947

We build structures and relationships
to last.
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"Good Sleep"

Tim Kurtz

Bible Word Search
EXODUS EXPLORATION

Answers on page 14

In previous articles, I focused on the 

spirit, soul, body connection, giving a 

reminder that care for our body is very 

important in our walk with God.

Now, for information/advice to support 

your health journey. Today there is a vast 

amount of good information available 

thanks to the internet and a growing 

interest in health and longevity.

(First the needed disclaimer) I am 

NOT a medical professional and am 

not giving any medical advice.  I am 

a pastor who values my health and has 

learned a lot about it along the way. 

My information will be basic, and I 

encourage you to research the topics 

that interest you further. Your own 

self-study and learning to listen to your 

own body, along with your doctor’s 

expertise, is a good combination for 

success.

There are several categories to 

address to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 

For many, the topics of proper nutrition 

and exercise usually come to mind first. 
Yet numerous health voices now agree 

that the MOST important thing for your 

health is “GOOD SLEEP.” Surprised! 
Remember that whatever your body 

can’t do without, is probably what it 

needs the most. So, after AIR, what does 

the body crave next? Both water and 

SLEEP. Try going three days without 

either. Yet most could go a few weeks 

without food before a health crisis.

Sleep takes about one-third of our 

lives. Our beginning and ending 

seasons of life (babies/very elderly) 

require even more. God designed the 

rest/wake cycle from the beginning. He 

rested on the seventh day and called 

it “holy”. Each day of creation started 

with “evening and then morning”. We 

tend to think our busy day has made us 

tired, so now we need sleep. But God 

says you first need sleep so that your 
next day will be productive. Getting 

deep, uninterrupted sleep significantly 
affects your quality of sleep and energy 

the next day. Studies show that the hours 

of sleep before midnight are especially 

important for body rejuvenation. 

Therefore, this old adage, “Early to 

bed, early to rise, makes a man healthy, 

wealthy, and wise”

New research is discovering how 

many essential things are reset and 

repaired in your body while you sleep. 

Even the nicest looking car will not last 

long without regular oil changes. Rest 

is important physically and spiritually. 

Your soul and spirit never sleep, but 

they need a break from the demands 

of your body. God may even want to 

communicate to you in a dream while 

your body is quiet.

Unfortunately, getting to sleep or 

waking and then being unable to go 

  Continue on page 14
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CONT'D FROM PAGE 5:  "Wait For The Lord"

Bible Word Search  

Answers From Page 13

bullet was removed from within my 

nasal cavity. The bullet fragment was 

given to Detective Jim Danny.

Here I am today; God spared my life.

I would like to close this true 

testimony by thanking my wife, Imelda. 

She received the Lord Jesus Christ into 

her life in the year 1980. For ten long 

years, she prayed for me. She attended 

the Assemblies of God church in Live 

Oak, California. Early that day, before 

this experience, my wife begged me 

not to go. She sensed danger. I felt 

uneasy too and asked her to pray. She 

hugged me, cried, and prayed that God 

would protect me. GOD HEARS OUR 

PRAYERS!!
Every part of what happened is on 

file by the Sutter County Sheriff’s 
Department, law enforcement agencies, 

and medical records from UCD 

Medical Center. I happen to have it 

all, every copy. I became close friends 

with Detective Jim Danny and Sheriff 

Bradwood during those years of my 

recovery.  These men, who loved the 

Lord, listened as I told them my full 

testimony. Something I am not able do 

here, in full detail.

Today, I share this testimony in 

prisons, high schools, and churches.  

Never underestimate the power of the 

prayers of a wife and a church family.

 “Jesus said: ‘I am the light of the 

world: he that follows Me shall not 

walk in darkness, but shall have the 

light of life." John 8:12

clean leather jacket and get reminded 

of His goodness. How His plan is 

wonderfully timed. If God has a plan for 

Brian’s jacket, surely He has a plan for 

you and me. It might take some time. I 

might not know why He leads me to the 

path that is beyond my understanding; 

but I stand firm in my faith. I stand firm 
on His promise. 

“For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 

(NIV). 

Do you have many “leather jackets” 

in your heart right now? The ones that 

need to be cleaned. Have you been 

waiting for a while for answers? For 

directions to go? Do you feel like giving 

up way too many times? Let not your 

faith be shaken. His promises are true 

and His Mercy renewed every morning.

“Wait for the Lord; be strong; and let 
your heart take courage; wait for the 

Lord!” Psalm 27:14 (ESV). 

back to sleep is a challenge for many.

So here are some tips to help you fall 

asleep:

1. Limit electronic viewing -blue light-

after dark. (or get some blue blocker 

glasses)

2. Stop eating 3 hours before bedtime. 

Digestion takes a lot of energy, stealing 

rest

3. A hot shower or sauna in the evening 

requires the body to cool afterwards, 

promoting rest

4. Get 10 minutes of sunlight into 

eyes right when waking, resets your 

circadian rhythm

5. Keep your room as dark as possible. 

Some find calming soundtracks helpful.
6. Read Bible, pray, calm mind before 

bed. Don’t think about your problems 

or plans

7. Taking various supplements relaxes 

your muscles and nervous system

(Research melatonin, glycine, serine, 

magnesium for proper dosage or 

interactions)

Here are some tips to help you fall 

back asleep after waking up at night:

1. Don’t fall asleep on the couch. This 

makes it necessary to get up later and 

go to bed.

2. Do not look at your clock/phone 

and start thinking about how long till 

morning.

3. Keep your mind relaxed, don‘t go 

into planning or problem-solving mode.

4. Don’t get out of bed unless necessary

5. Need to go to the bathroom? Don’t 

turn on bright lights. Use a night light 

or a red light.

6. Just worship God, pray, and give him 

thanks

7. Breath slowly and deeply, in through 

nose and out through mouth.

Remember God’s promise:                                                                                                                                    

“It is vain to rise up early and go late to 
bed and to eat the bread of anxious toil: 

for He gives to His beloved sweet sleep”                                                                                               
Psalms 127:2

CONT'D FROM PAGE 13:  "Good Sleep"
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MONROE TRANSMISSION
Owner: Don Monroe

1397 Colusa Hwy - Yuba City 

(530) 751-2238 

HILBERS INC.
CONTRACTORS & ENGINEERS

770 Walton Ave Ste.#100, Yuba City

www.hilbersinc.com

530-673-2947

DAVE GREENETZ
CONSTRUCTION INC.

www.greenetzconstruction.com
REMODELING

682.9602 - lic.# 452975

JENINE TANABE M.D.
Dermatology

1178  Live  Oak  Blvd, Yuba City

(530) 743-0301

Your Ad
Here?

Wilcoxen Insurance
Group Life, Medical and Dental

Wayne Wilcoxen
Cell Ph# (530) 635-8461

Lic. 0320547

Country Vet Clinic, Inc
4839 E. Butte Rd, Live Oak

"Treating all creatures

Great and Small"

Jerry Long, DVM & Assoc.

AUTO

BUILDING/REMODELING

BUSINESS SERVICES

HEALTH

PETS

Other

RUSSELL  �&� BOALS
PAINTING,� INC

530-671-4220
�Voted �Best �Yuba/Sutter�  Painting �Service �2014�

lic. #496656

IMPACT  THE COMMUNITY

ALLEN'S AUTO BODY

211 Teegarden Ave - Yuba City 

(530) 671-1057
allensauto@comcast.net

Owners: Kevin & Karri Clark

INSURANCE

ambassador@ambassadornewspaper.com - (530) 956-5325 -   www.ambassadornewspaper.com

"Marketplace�  Ads �Should �Not� Be�

 Considered� as� an �Endorsement �of�the� 

Ambassador�as� To� The� Spir i tua l �

C o m m i t m e n t � o f � T h e � A d v e r t i s e r. �

T h e � A m b a s s a d o r � D o e s � N o t � a n d � 

C a n n o t � " m o n i t o r " � S p i r i t u a l �

Commi tment � o f � i t s �Adver t isers . " 

The Ambassador Newspaper Ministry -  Contact: Pastor David  Dena

PROFORMA BY KUG
Dave Kugelman

Promotional Products

www.proforma.com/kug

530-632-9292

We Saved

This Space

For You!

ASI COMPRESSED AIR
Live  Oak, CA

800-378-4198
�Serving Your  Air and Equipment  Needs 

Since 1985� 

YUBA SUTTER 
COMMUNITY TASK  FORCE        

 Connecting People, Resources,& Ideas
 Stephanie McKenzie

(530)  217-8562
            yubasutterctf@hotmail.com

Richard�s Tree Service
530-673-7993
Certified Arborist

www.richardstree.com
Lic. 608859

LANDSCAPING

GREEN BONES
 PEST CONTROL

530-923-0071
greenbones.info@gmail.com

HOME MAINTENANCE

Your Ad
Here?



TWIN CITIES RESCUE
MISSION BANQUET

6PM - MARCH 27
TH

FIVE-30 EVENT CENTER
1104 J ST. MARYSVILLE

T E S T I M O N I E S

P L E A S E  J O I N  U S  F O R

R A F F L E  P R I Z E S
M U S I C

S H A R E  V I S I O N
&

P R O G R E S S D I N N E R
C A T E R I N G

B Y
H I L L C R E S T

M U S T  R E G I S T E R  I N  A D V A N C E  B Y  M A R C H  1 5  T H

T A B L E  O F  8  F O R  $ 2 0 0  ( O R  $ 3 0  A  P E R S O N )

T O  R E G I S T E R ,  C O N T A C T  A A R O N  W A L R A T H  A T
T C R M D I R E C T O R @ G M A I L . C O M  

O R  L E A V E  A  M E S S A G E  A T  ( 5 3 0 ) 7 4 3 - 8 7 7 7

P L E A S E  S E N D  C H E C K S  T O
P O  B O X  7 4 8 ,  M A R Y S V I L L E  C A  9 5 9 0 1

A N D  W R I T E  ‘ B A N Q U E T ’  O N  M E M O  L I N E


