The Voice of the Christian Community, serving Yuba, Sutter, and Butte Counties

By Gregory Koukl
Stand To Reason Ministries
WWW.Str.org

There's been a lot of debate about the
faith of the Founding Fathers and the
status of the United States as a "Christian
nation." Home schooling texts abound
with references to our religious heritage,
and entire organizations are dedicated to
returning America to its spiritual roots.
On the other side, secularists cry "foul"
and parade their own list of notables
among our country's patriarchs. They
rally around the cry of "separation of
church and state." Which side is right?
Oddly both.

Who Were the Founding Fathers?

Historical proof-texts can be raised
on both sides. Certainly, there were
godless men among the early leadership
of our nation, though some of those cited
as examples of Founding Fathers turn out
to be insignificant players. For example,
Thomas Paine and Ethan Allen may have
been hostile to evangelical Christianity,
but they were firebrands of the
Revolution, not intellectual architects of
the Constitution. Paine didn't arrive in
this country until 1774 and only stayed a
short time.

As for others--George Washington,
Samuel Adams, James Madison, John
Witherspoon, Alexander Hamilton, John
Jay, John Adams, Patrick Henry, and even
Thomas Jefferson--their personal
correspondence, biographies, and public
statements are replete with quotations
showing that these thinkers had political
philosophies deeply influenced by
Christianity.

The Constitutional Convention

It's not necessary to dig through the
diaries, however, to determine which
faith was the Founder's guiding light.

AMBASSADOR

There's an easier way to settle the issue.
The phrase "Founding Fathers" refers to a
specific group of men, the 55 delegates to
the Constitutional Convention. There
were other important players not in
attendance, like Jefferson, whose
thinking deeply influenced the shaping of
our nation. These 55 Founding Fathers,
though, made up the core.

The denominational affiliations of
these men were a matter of public record.
Among the delegates were 28
Episcopalians, 8 Presbyterians, 7
Congregationalists, 2 Lutherans, 2 Dutch
Reformed, 2 Methodists, 2 Roman
Catholics, 1 unknown, and only 3 deists--
Williamson, Wilson, and Franklin--this
at a time when church membership
entailed a sworn public confession of
biblical faith. This is a revealing tally. It
shows that the members of the
Constitutional Convention, the most

influential group of men shaping the
political foundations of our nation, were
almost all Christians, 51 of 55--a full

93%.
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Benjamin Franklin

Even Franklin the deist is equivocal.
He was raised in a Puritan family and
later adopted then abandoned deism.
Though not an orthodox Christian, it was
81-year-old Franklin's emotional call to
humble prayer on June 28, 1787, that was
the turning point for a hopelessly stalled
Convention. Franklin's appeal contained
no less than four direct references to
Scripture.

Three of the four cornerstones of the
Constitution--Franklin, Washington, and
Madison--were firmly rooted in
Christianity. But what about Thomas
Jefferson? His signature cannot be found
at the end of the Constitution, but his
voice permeates the entire document.

continued on pg. 5 - NATION
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* License #547970
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Business Sponsors

Yuba City Sprinkler Repair
Gerry Mains

530-520-3419

www.yubasuttersprinklerrepair.com

Plumbing Doctor - 671-9111
The Feel-Good Plumbing Experience!
We charge by the job not by the hour

Free in-home estimates
License # 940985

A-1 Carpet Cleaning
(530) 673-3634

Water Damage Restoration
Carpets/ Windows/ Upholstery
www.a-1clean.com

DEWART'’S
Handyman Service
Home/Property Maintenance
Curtis Dewart
(530) 933-0269/(530)742-8530

Collins Lake
Northern california’s
Best family fishing lake
1-800-286-0576
www.collinslake.com

Robert E. Stark, CPA, MBA
25 YEARS Sutter County
Auditor-Controller
suttercountyauditor.org
822-7127

Trumm Financial
“Save More, Spend Less!!l”
(530) 534-4600
www.marktrumm.com

Jaizey Enterprises

"Computer services with You in mind."

(866) 232-8801
www.jaizey.com

CURVES

Fitness for Women

821-5898

"The Power to Amaze Yourself"

PIP Printing & Marketing Services

Where business goes to grow
753 Sutter St., Yuba City

674-8040
www.pip.com/yubacityca

: Dwayne Tanabe Dave Greenetz Davis Family Insurance
Janis Maasen y Raw Cutz & Styles > Fam! .
Author - “Peter The Leader” Taxes-Bookkeeping & Construction Inc. Robert A. Winn/Stylist & Financial Services
uthor-“1eter the Leader Business Services www.greenetzconstruction.com 525 Plumas St.. Ste. B. YC A Farmers Insurance Agency
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ee Ministry Resources p. dkennethtanabe@msn.com 682.9602- lic.# 452975 “Only Once A Stranger” 530-671-2764 #or27435
Doug LaMalfa Christian Mountain Top Yogurt Shadd Janitorial Dr. David A. Bradley
FOR STATE SENATE, 2010 Business Alliance Lincoln Plaza Supply Optometrist
1282 Stabler Lane #630-257 530-742-1423 1000 Lincoln Rd, Ste E 530-673-0083 747 Plumas St., Yuba City
Yuba City CA 95993 “Building up Christians, Lifting up Christ” 674-8950 Roger Shadd/Owner 673-8440
www.douglamala.com ’f’j,fj,ﬁ?%i,’,:;ﬁs'h,r,;{eg;;C’ﬁf,’g’gj,‘;’;i"ﬁ;’;;’} Andy & Liz Garcia-owners 226 Bridge Street, YC
Ultimate Buildin . i i
Proforma by Kug Maintenance g JENINE L. TANABE Ca'dwe"’s Creatlve YS WebSIte.DeSIgn
MD DERMATOLOGY : www.Y SWebsites.com
Davg Kugelman 530-671-1564 414 G Street. Suite 204 Laminates .
Promotional Products Marcos Gonzalez/Owner Marysville 530-821-5845 Bill Loyd
530-632-9292 Janitorial/Carpet Cleaning . ; _
vl sl 743-0301 Formica & Solid Surface 329-5798
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ood Marke Agency Books & Gifts S Gy S Window Coverings
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726 Sutter St, YC Auto-nggg-IZ:r\?n-Glggt;’ilehome 1 Cor. 1:18 Joallagher@co.sutter.ca.us Lic. #890713
A Better Yard Care Monroe Transmission Don’s Furniture - . Gaiser Pets
“We can help free up your weekends!” Don Monroe Warehouse Amerlg{;gﬁﬂglganCIal 714 Plumas St
530-788-5899 1397 Colusa Hwy Don Applegarth Financial PI); ner Yuba City
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The story of Peter, the Apostle
From Peter the Loser to Peter the Leader

The story of a man like us - insecure, afraid,
discouraged who was transformed into a man full of
authority, confidence and boldness!

Janis is an ordained minister - available for
speaking engagements and weddings.
She can be reached at (530) 675-9663

Books can be purchased for $12.99 at

www.petertheleader.com
or at Crosspointe Christian Books in Yuba City

MINISTRY Rresources

THE AMBASSADOR

& The Ambassador is a free, monthly publication promoting unity and revival among the local Yuba-Sut
area Bible-believing churches. )

& The Ambassador has a circulation of 6,000 and is distributed in local churches and businesses in the
community.

& The purpose of The Ambassador is to pursue the great commission of Christ by making disciples and
encourage, inform, challenge and connect the local body of Christ.

« We believe in the inspiration and authority of the Bible as the written word of God. We believe that God
exists as One, in three distinct persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We believe that the atoning work of
Christ (His death) on the cross and His resurrection is the ONLY means of salvation and the only way to
Eternal Life in Heaven.

 We welcome editorial content from anyone wishing to promote the mission of The Ambassador. All
articles and advertisement content is subject to the approval of the editor. Views expressed in The
Ambassador do not necessarily reflect those of our sponsors or advertisers

Editor/Publisher - Seth Halpern
Design - Martin Virtual

Advisory Board - Sean Blount & Dave Kugelman

Celebrate Recovery

Contact:
Jim Myers
530-635-4688

In the Grace Lutheran Bldg
150 Ford Avenue
Gridley, CA 95948

Fridays at 6:30pm
Free Childcare Available

A Hand Up
AR

A ministry for the Homeless & Afflicted
Ron Brasier - 2aaszoz

DONATIONS
APPRECIATED

Giving “A Hand Up”
Not a “hand-out”

P.O. Box 1389
Yuba City, CA 95992
(530) 671-3160 Ext. 305
Cell: (530) 613-2859

Email:goingtoheaven@aol.com

Church of Glad Tidings
1179 Eager Road, Yuba City
www.churchofgladtidings.com
530.671.3160
Saturday 7pm - Sunday 9:30am
Wednesday 7pm

iF

Celebrate Recovery is a

Christ-centered 12-Step recovery
group that meets every Friday at 6:30pm

Attendees will experience live
music, testimonies of trial and

victory, encouragement from people who

understand, and the
transforming love of Christ

The Lighthouse Resource Center

Mission Statement

We are a Christian Business whose
goal is to build a bridge between
inmates, their families, loved ones and
Christ by providing spiritual resources
and quality gifts at an affordable price
with unbeatable customer service.

Support our Christian prison

ministry. Buy your 1st class
stamps from us.

o Marie Carney
g (530) 301-3334
- 4 mariecarney@gmail.com

We sell stamps at face value (currently .44 each)

LOVE UNLIMITED BODY OF CHRIST
“To exemplify the Love of GOD
in its unlimited existence;

Equipping the saints, making disciples,
advancing the Kingdom”

Sundays 2 PM & 6:30 PM Tuesdays

Comfort Suites

1034 North Beale Road, Marysville

Al Barganier, Pastor

Has YOUR faith ever
wavered?

Do you know someone whose has?

This book
-, isa
# MUST read!

|I" N” Too Lalc CrOSSpOInTe
Yy ™ Christian
Books
646 Plumas St.,
Yuba City, CA

Outreach Opportunity

¥
SR Ostle it
' Fregnancg Resource C!inic

Volunteer Training
for
Client Advocates,
Receptionists & Nurses
March 15th - 17th
& March 22nd - 24th
Mornings
For more information please call
Becky Reimers
at (530) 741-9136

Loma Rica Baptist Church
11449 Hill Rd, Marysville
www.Ir-bc.com
530.743.9013
Sunday School 9:45am - Sunday 11am
Wednesday Bible Study 7pm

CROSSPOINTE CHRISTIAN
BOOKS & GIFTS
530-673-6188

646 Plumas St., YC
1Cor. 1:18

http://www.ChristProfits.net
FREE Christian Classifieds
FREE Church Ads, Web Presence
and Links
Christians Supporting Each Other
When Christians profit -

Christ Profits

Living Word
Christian Center

(Christian Bookstore)
15633 Myers St. Oroville
930-634-1227
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Odor Elimination
By Paula McBride - Yuba City

How much money have you spent
on products to eliminate odors in your
home or workplace? Do you like
candles, gels, aerosols, or those little
plug-ins that greet you as you walk by?
What's your brand preference: Glade,
Arm & Hammer, Lysol, or Renuzit?
Have you tried Febreze's home
decorator package or their X-Sweat
product that you can spray on your
stinky workout gear? Does your
product do what the advertisements say
itwill?

It's hard to admit that so many
manufacturers benefit by the way we
smell or because we smell, but that's the
hard truth. But what causes odors? So
many times odors are masked. How
can wereally eliminate them?

The simple answer is bacteria eat
stuff we wouldn't and emit odor
molecules we don't like. The
elimination program includes thorough
washing (antibacterial soaps help) and
drying. The feet, for example, benefit
by making sure shoes and socks are
always dry.

The prophet Isaiah faced some
odor problems. As Judah's watchman,
he appealed to the Lord on the people's
behalf. In a prayer of penitence, he
admitted, "we are all like an unclean
thing and all our righteousnesses are
like filthy rags (Isa. 64:6). That verse
reminds me that there are very stinky
areas of my life that need more than
masking over. They need a thorough
sin elimination regimen. How does
that happen?

Since our acts of righteousness fall
short, God offers, by His mercy a
thorough "washing of regeneration and
a renewing of the Holy Spirit (Titus
3:5). David knew this when he cried
out, "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall
be clean. Wash me; and I shall be
whiter than snow. Create in me a clean
heart O God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me (Psa. 51:7, 10). Allwe
need to do is ask for that same
cleansing, and we'll be made brand-
new.

Just as socks protect the feet from
odor causing bacteria after their
thorough washing, we need protection
from lapsing back into sin. Rather than
dressing in the filthy rags of our own
righteousness, we dress in the
righteousness of Christ Himself and
celebrate in garments of praise. We
have access to the arsenal of God's
Word and His spiritual armor.

There's more to this story for
squeaky-clean believers. The odor of
our sin is not masked; the blood of
Christ eliminates it. We then become a
sweet fragrance--the fragrance of
Christ and His transforming power.
That fragrance is far better than any
store-bought brand!

We can't afford to be smelly when
the world needs a breath of fresh air.
Let's do our part to eliminate the odor of
our hurting world and refresh others by
sharing the cleansing work Christ has
done in our lives. Oh, and when we get
smelly again? Cry out to God for fresh
cleansing! His priceisright--FREE!a

THE AMBASSADOR Ministry

would like to thank the following people
for their Individual Sponsorship

Kay Andrus
Michael Barrett
Sean Blount
Marty Brown
Judi Cantrill
Chuck Dexter
Pamela Givans
John Imler
Brad Indelicato
Kerry Iskikian
Hope Ithurburn

Art & Mary Ann Whitten
Harry & Marilyn Wilkinson

God Bless Each of You

for your support of this ministry and our community
If you would be interested in supporting THE AMBASSADOR
as an Individual Sponsor ($15 - $20/month)
please contact Seth Halpern at:
editor@ambassadornewspaper.com or call 530-933-1385
or visit us online at
www.ambassadornewspaper.com

Sue Kochi
Jim & Darlene Myers
Maria Paras
Mimi Robarge
Jon & Pat Skillman
Stephanie Steele

TF &Y

Trumm Financial of Oroville

e Insurance (ca lic #0442109)
+ Medicare Advantage,
Supplement and Rx

e Credit Restoration
+ Debt Management
+ Credit Score improvement

+ Health

2185 Myers St
Oroville, CA 95966

+ Life

PH: 800-965-0547 o Real Estate
+ Buy

+ Sell

www.marktrumm.com

(Anthem Blue Cross, Health Net)

+ Debt Settlement

e Legal Help

(at very reasonable cost)

+ Stop Foreclosure

+ Last Will & Testament,
Trusts

A-1 Carpet Cleaning

Carpets Wet? Had a Flood?
24-Hour Emergency Service
Carpet Cleaning and

COUPON

%10 OFF

Carpet Cleaning

Water Damage Restoration, or

"That’s Our Specialty!”

(530) 673-3634

www.a-1clean.com
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Window Washing

Exp. 5/31/10
Not valid w/
any other offer

“We Take It Personal”

682.9602
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cont. from cover
Thomas Jefferson

Though deeply committed to a belief
in natural rights, including the self-
evident truth that all men are created
equal, Jefferson was individualistic when
it came to religion; he sifted through the
New Testament to find the facts that
pleased him. Sometimes he sounded like
a staunch churchman. The Declaration of
Independence contains at least four
references to God. In his Second
Inaugural Address he asked for prayers to
Israel's God on his behalf. Other times
Jefferson seemed to go out of his way to
be irreverent and disrespectful of
organized Christianity, especially
Calvinism.

It's clear that Thomas Jefferson was
no evangelical, but neither was he an
Enlightenment deist. He was more
Unitarian than either deist or Christian.
This analysis, though, misses the point.
The most important factor regarding the
faith of Thomas Jefferson--or any of our
Founding Fathers--isn't whether or not he
had a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
The debate over the religious heritage of
this country is not about who is
ultimately going to heaven, but rather

about what the dominant convictions
were that dictated the structure of this
nation.

Even today there are legions of born-
again Christians who have absolutely no
skill at integrating their beliefs about
Christ with the details of their daily life,
especially their views of government.
They may be "saved," but they are
completely ineffectual as salt and light.

By contrast, some of the Fathers may
not have been believers in the narrowest
sense of the term, yet in the broader
sense--the sense that influences culture--
their thinking was thoroughly Christian.
Unlike many evangelicals who live lives
of practical atheism, these men had
political ideals that were deeply informed
by a robust Christian world view. They
didn't always believe biblically, having a
faith leading to salvation, but almost all
thought biblically, resulting in a
particular type of government.

Thomas Jefferson was this kind of
man. In Defending the Declaration, legal
historian Gary Amos observes,
"Jefferson is a notable example of how a
man can be influenced by biblical ideas
and Christian principles even though he
never confessed Jesus Christ as Lord in
the evangelical sense."[4]

cont. on pg. 6 - NATION
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RADIO SHOW

HOSTED BY SETH HALPERN
NEWS «~ INTERVIEWS

L'VYL..

ENCOURAGING WORD RADIO,

Thurs. 5pm

repeated at 9pm
and Saturday at 5pm

Fri. 5pm
repeated at 9pm
and Saturday at 7pm

CHRISTIANITY

Sean Blount & Dave Kugelman

TAKING BACK
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I was working the registration
desk at our RV park some years ago
when a young couple approached to
register. One of them said, “You are
hard to find!” Our park was located on
the west side of an Interstate, laying
between it and a paved county road.
As cars traveled south they passed the
park and were directed by signs to the
entrance. | replied, “Did you miss the
signs? There was one at every turn.”
Their reply, which amazes me to this
day, was, “Oh, we saw the signs, but
we couldn’t see the park.”

This brought to mind my
experience in planning our trip to
Alaska in our RV. I studied the map
and planned all 44 days of our trip well
in advance of our departure. I knew
where we would stay each night and
how far we would drive each day. But
when we pulled the truck with the
travel trailer onto the road I, like the
young couple, could not see the park
we were going to stay in later that day.

Unlike the young couple who
appeared to have been unsure if they
could trust the signs, I had faith in the
map that had used to plan the trip.

I have chosen the Bible as my
map for this trip called life and as the
way to arrive at the right destination.
Since my return to my faith, I am
constantly amazed at how it prepares
me for each day of my life’s journey.

However, just as planning any
trip by vehicle, after studying the map,
I must exercise faith in the road signs |
see along my route. If I fail to follow

the directions of those signs, I soon
become lost. God has promised to
direct my way: “And now I show you
the most excellent way” (1
Corinthians12:31 NIV).

The signs God brings to us along
our way are often not obvious to us.
Sometimes they are partially hidden
by some bush or tree—just like
highway signs. Unless we are aware
of God’s traveling with us, we can
overlook them or not recognize them
as God’s direction of our way.

I have found that the
circumstances in life are often God’s
direction signs, as He seeks to direct
our ways. We need to be fully aware
that He is traveling with us and pause
to ask Him to teach us the meaning of
those circumstances. Because
circumstances are, as the dictionary
says, one of the facts that must be
considered in determining our course
of action.

Like the young couple who could
not see our park the entire way into it,
we cannot see our final destination at
the end of our road of life. However, if
we use His Word to plan our journey of
life, then by faith in Christ as our
constant Guide we travel toward our
destination, carefully watching our
circumstances, we shall successfully
reach our glorious and beautiful
destination, where He will meet us
with those marvelous words: “Well
done, good and faithful servant!”
Matthew 25:23 (NIV). =

Building God"s Wey

Partnering together to save millions
in the design and construction
costs for Christian schools and

churches natic o=

-
e

= -

Discussing important issues of faith and culture

Listen to Bob Fromm on
The Encouraging Word weekdays at 9:01am & 7:05pm

H

...f/r“r(;alifornrQ' Builder Partner” |
| L

HILBERS

INCORPORATED
EEENR

530-673.2947 -
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What Did the Founding Fathers
Believe and Value?

When you study the documents of
the Revolutionary period, a precise
picture comes into focus. Here it is:

*  Virtually all those involved in
the founding enterprise were God-
fearing men in the Christian sense.

* The Founders were deeply
influenced by a biblical view of man and
government. With a sober understanding
of the fallenness of man, they devised a
system of limited authority and checks
and balances.

*  The Founders understood that
fear of God, moral leadership, and a
righteous citizenry were necessary for
their great experiment to succeed.

*  Therefore, they structured a
political climate that was encouraging to
Christianity and accommodating to
religion, rather than hostile to it.

However...

*  The Fathers sought to set up a
just society, not a Christian theocracy.

*  They specifically prohibited the
establishment of Christianity--or any
other faith--as the religion of our nation.

A Two-Sided Coin

We can safely draw two conclusions
from these facts, which serve to inform
our understanding of the relationship
between religion and government in the
United States.

First, Christianity was the prevailing
moral and intellectual influence shaping
the nation from its outset. The Christian
influence pervaded all aspects of life,
from education to politics. Therefore, the
present concept of a rigid wall of
separation hardly seems historically

| Poop Scoopin’ - Pet Sittin’ |
Boardin’ & Doggie Day Carel

' 50% Off |

any service Pooh Dooty provides. Up to $25 value
I *Valid for new clients only (expires Mar. 31, 2010)

| (s30) 743'P00P(7eo7)
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justified. Virtually every one of the
Founders saw a vital link between civil
religion and civil government.

Second, the Founders stopped short
of giving their Christian religion a
position of legal privilege. In the tradition
of the early church, believers were to be
salt and light. The First Amendment
insured the liberty needed for
Christianity to be a preserving influence
and a moral beacon, but it also insured
Christianity would never be the law of the
land.

This ought to call into serious
question a common tactic of the so-called
Religious Right. "We were here first,"
their apologists proclaim. "Our country
was stolen from us, and we demand it
back." Author John Seel calls this
"priority as entitlement.”

The sad fact of the matter is that
cultural authority was not stolen from us;
we surrendered it through neglect. Os
Guinness pointed out that Christians
have not been out-thought. Rather, they
have not been around when the thinking
was being done.

Choosing cultural monasticism
rather than hard-thinking advocacy,
Christians abandoned the public square
to the secularists. When the disciples of
Jesus Christ retreated, the disciples of
Dewey, Marx, Darwin, Freud, Nietzsche,
Skinner, and a host of others replaced
them.

The faith of our Founding Fathers
was Christianity, not deism. In this
regard, many secularists--and even some
Christians--have been wrong in their
assessment of our history. On the other
hand, many Christians have also been
mistaken in their application of the past to
the present.

Christians have no special privileges
simply because Christianity was
America's first faith. "If America ever
was or ever will be a 'Christian nation,"
Seel observes, "it is not by conscious
design or written law, but by free
conviction.”

Success for the Christian cannot be
measured in numbers or political muscle,
but only in faithfulness. Our most
important weapon is not our voting
power, but the power of the truth freely
spoken and freely heard. =

By Dan Duran - Yuba City

Consider the following passages:

1 Corinthians 6:15- Do you not know
that your bodies are members of Christ
himself?

1 Corinthians 6:19-20- Do you not
know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you
have received from God? You are not
your own; you were bought at a price.
Therefore honor God with your body.

What does this mean to you?
What is a temple? A temple is a holy
place where God and man connect. It
is a place where God meets with his
people. Therefore; if our body is a
temple, a meeting place with God and
owned by God, shouldn’t we take care
of it? Keep it strong, clean and
healthy? My question to you is what
have you done for your temple lately?

A temple has a wide foundation
and it slopes upward to a point, usually

Your Body- Your Temple . ;

b

a cross. These three corners can be
seen as a triad, or triangle. A triad is
stable and difficult to push over. Our
temple’s three sides are composed of
the mind, body and spirit. We must
keep our minds clean and spirit strong
with the word of God and fellowship
with other Christians. How do we keep
our body strong?

In the months to come, I hope to
help answer this question with tips
about health and nutrition. I welcome
your comments, questions and
suggestions and look forward to being
a part of the Ambassador and it’s
mission of being the voice of the
Christian Community.

Dan (and his wife, Jennifer) are
the owners of Duran Health Solutions
Inc. and Curves. Dan is a Certified
Personal Trainer and may be reached at
Coachdan@yubahealth.com.

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE THE WORLD
1 MILLION WOMEN STRONGER

Curves.com/StrongerTogether

821-5898
1000 Lincoln Rd. Ste. C
Yuba City, CA 95991

Curves works to help
women live healthier.

There’s never been a better time to join than during our Curves
Food Drive. Our 30-minute circuit works every major muscle group
so you can burn up to 500 calories. It’s good for everyone.

*Food or cash donation required to local food bank determined by club. Offer based on first
visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d./e.f.t program. New members only. Not valid with any
other offer. Valid only at participating locations through 3.20.10 (USA) and 3.13.10 (Canada).
© 2010 Curves International, Inc.

Curives

curves.com

Don’s Furniture
W A REH O U S E

1531 Franklin Avenue
Yuba City, CA 95993

530.674.8746
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by Jo Lynne Keough - Yuba City
Needing Space

Have you ever noticed that words we
use for stress are heavy, crowding words?
We say we are burdened, pressured,
depressed, heavy-hearted, overwhelmed
and weighed down. Our schedules are
tight, packed, and pressing in on us. On
the other hand, compare words we use for
feeling relaxed. We are lighthearted,
carefree; we unwind, have room to
breathe with schedules that are wide
open, cleared, and free and easy. Feeling
at peace involves spaciousness.

I experienced the roominess of
relaxing once last week. After days of
rain, the sky cleared one afternoon, so I
took my basset hound to the park behind
the Sutter County Museum. We criss-
crossed the brown winter grass without
another soul in sight. Just before leading
my dog back to the car, I lingered.

Next I did something I haven’t done
in years. I lay down on the bare grass. I
watched the bright blue sky, saw a
hummingbird darting above and higher
still, a soaring hawk. God was putting on
a nature show just for me. His presence
was as real as the sun warming my face.
For those minutes, God brought me to a
spacious place.

The Bible has a Hebrew word that
means spacious place—merchab (mer
khawb). David used it in Psalm 18:19.

il

“He brought me out into a spacious place;
he rescued me because he delighted in
me.” Our God rescues. Isn’t that what
your heart craves—space from your
crowded, busy life for just a few
moments? My heart craves it, too.

We can love our families, our jobs,
and our lives yet still long for space. If
you have young ones at home, space can
be rare, but don’t let that stop you from
asking God for it. Remember, he rescues
you because he delights in you. Ask,
“Lord, will you give me a merchab
today?” Then be watchful. Don’t
squander an opportunity when the baby is
napping so that you can “get some more
done.”

My fifteen minutes of merchab were
so refreshing, the peace lingered the rest
ofthe day. When my husband came home
from work, he could tell I was different,
not only from the brown grass clinging to
the back of my sweater, but from the
contented smile on my face.

May God lead you to your own
spacious place today. And may you be
blessed with the peace that comes with
grass on your sweater. =

“Our Sponsors & Advertisers make

this newspaper a reality!
Please patronize them”

Don Monroe

9093 Old State Hwy
Newcastle, CA 95658

MONROE

TRANSMISSION

916-663-4116
530-751-2238

Newcastle
Yuba City

1397 Colusa Hwy
Yuba City, CA 95993

What will your kids do this summer???

How About a Great Summer Camp, Performing Arts and Ministry Opportunity
that is Loads of Fun and Christ-centered?

Faith Christian Schools and The FCS Players
13" Annual Young People's Summer Theatre Program

present

THE WIZARD OF 0Z!

June 8 - July 10, 2010 - Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 12:30 pm

o Ages 8-18 o Lots of Great Parts for Boys and Girls!
o Quality Musical Theatre Training from Dedicated Professionals!
+ Theatre Games! + Daily Devotions and Snacks!
«+ Be a part of an Exciting, Professionally Produced Production in July!

Performances: July 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 - 7:30 pm
Special Saturday Matinee, July 10 - 2:00 pm

Spaces are filling fast! Call 530-674-5474 for More Info
Or Download an Application at www.fcsplayers.com !

Faith Christian Schools
and 7he Award-Yy/)inning _LC.S FIayers

& g

proudly present

The Hit Broadway Musical! Winner of 10 Tony Awards!
Directed by Paul DeMeritt
Musical Direction by Jeff Poppinga & Lana Dodd

az‘Pt'il 22, 23, 24/ 29/ ;o
8{" mﬂy 1ut 7:30 p-m.

First United Methodist Church of Yuba City
3101 Colusa Hwy, Yuba City
$13.00 General, $11.00 Students, Seniors & Active Duty Military

Tickets on Sale from 10:00 am — 3:00 pm Monday — Friday
FCS Players Box Office/FCHS Library - 3105 Colusa Hwy, Yuba City
For More Information Call (530) 674-5474 or Visit www.fcsplayers.com

The Ambassador
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ONGOING EVENTS

Christian Business Alliance Luncheon

Every 1st Tue @ Noon

Bonanza Inn, Yuba City

Join us for Lunch, Fellowship and God’s Word! For
info contact Dave Kugelman 530-632-9292

Right to Life Monthly Meeting

1stWed., 7pm (1st Wed of every month)

St. Isisdore’s Community Parish Hall Conference
Room

Business Meeting open to the all interested in pro-
life issues. For more info, visit www.ysrtl.org

ME Dessert (Marriage Educators)
Mon 12/14, 6:30-8PM (Monthly 2nd Monday)
@ The Cookie Tree, YC

1st timers Welcome! Have a cup and a cookie
while listening to what others are & planning to do
to strengthen relationships and families. If you
have an interest in strengthening relationships, we
can fan your flame. Call Robbie @671-6069 or
visit www. YubaSutterMarriage.com

Souper Mondays

First United Meth. Church, YC

Monday's 12-1pm

Enjoy a free car wash while you have a BBQ
lunch on us"

WISE (Women In Search of Excellence)
Bible Study

Cornerstone Church

Tue. 7pm

FREE Karate Classes

First Baptist Church of Olivehurst

Tue 6:30pm

FREE karate classes taught from a Christian
perspective. 743-1831 forinfo, Pastor Miguel.

Divorce Care

Church of Glad Tidings

Every Wed. 7pm-8:30pm

A weekly seminar/support group for those
separated or divorced. A place where people
understand your experience. Learn how to deal
with the pain of the past and look forward to
rebuilding your life. Reg./Info: 671-6069
robbie@yubasuttermarriage.com
www.yubasuttermarriage.com

Celebrate Recovery

Yuba City Nazarene Church

Wed 6:30pm

Join us for this Christ-centered recovery group that
provides a safe place for you with people who will
love you through your pain, and celebrate with you
during your victories. The group meets weekly, so
visit us any time. Contact Sean Blount at 329-3485
formore info.

Weekly Recovery Groups

Crossroads Community Church

Sundays 7-8pm and at Noon on Thursdays.

We also offer a Grief Recovery Group on
Wednesday Evenings from 7 to 8 p.m. For more
igmmation, please call Joyce Jordan at: 674-

Celebrate Recovery
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church
Tues 7pm - 674-9210

Celebrate Recovery
Loma Rica Community Church - Moy Hall.
Fri., 7pm.

The Ambassador 8

Call church office for more information 743-5435.

Crossroads Clothes Closet
Crossroads Community Church,YC

Shop at our - FREE Clothes given away! Open
weekdays 10-noon & 2:00-4:00 pm

Follow Jesus Services

2571 Jillian Dr., Marysville

Prayer Meetings Daily 7pm

For more info visit www.followjesusservices.org
Call 301-5948 or email
paulbawalker@followjesusservices.org

AWANA

Wed's, 5:45-7:45 PM during the school year
Evangelical Free Church

3785 Olive Hwy., Oroville

Forinformation please call 533-6866

Awana is a boys and girls club consisting of small
group time, games, large group time. Awards are
given for Bible verse memorization and handbook
achievement. For ages 2 through the eighth
grade.

Prayer Vigil for LIFE!

Last Wed of each month, 4-5pm

Join us as we gather with people of faith throughout
our area, as we peacefully pray on the sidewalk at
the Yuba City Planned Parenthood. We meet on
the last Wednesday of the month. For more info,
please contact Hope Ithurburn at (530) 301.0380.

WestWord Riders Motorcycle Ministry
**NEW LOCATION** Gridley Grill

(Old Crossroads Rest.), 484 Hwy 99, Gridley
March 20 at8:30am

The WestWord Riders motorcycle fellowship
meets the 3rd Saturday of each month. Meetings
are followed by a planned ride so dust off that
helmet and join us! For any other information
contact Willy Alongiat 701-1045.

Celebrate Recovery (NEW)

Yuba City Nazarene Church, YC

Wed's, 6:30pm

Join us for this Christ-centered recovery group that
provides a safe place for you with people who will
love you through your pain, and celebrate with you
during your victories. The group meets weekly, so
visit us any time. Contact Sean Blount at 329-3485
formore info.

Celebrate Recovery (NEW)

Gridley Nazarene Church (in the Grace Lutheran
Church Bldg), 150 Ford Avenue, Gridley

Fri's, 6:30pm

Join us for this Christ-centered recovery group that
provides a safe place for you with people who will
love you through your pain, and celebrate with you
during your victories. The group meets weekly, so
visit us any time. Contact Jim Myers at 635-4688
for more information.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Men's March Advance

Theme: Call Upon The Lord

Fri, March 5th 7p.m. and

Sat, March 6th-9a.m.- 1p.m.

Speaker: Jason Clark

Cost$15.00 Men - $5.00 Each Son

Callthe church office for more info: 751-9168

The Nelons (FREE Concert)
Crossroads Community Church, Yuba City

} R P O
A A A
»

By Dave Kugelman - Marysville

On March 20th , thousands of
Yuba - Sutter residents, as well as
thousands of out of town visitors will
flock to downtown Marysville to
celebrate the annual Bok Kai festival.
“Bok Eye is considered the god of the
North and is said to be the Chinese god
of water whose powers have
successfully prevented Marysville
from being flooded when all
surrounding communities have
sustained near-ruinous flooding as
recently as 1997.” (*information from
official Bok Kai festival website). For
those who are followers of Jesus Christ
we believe that God controls all things
and not a Chinese water god.
Remember the second commandment;
you shall not make for yourselfan idol.

I bring this to your attention for
this reason. Why is it that the Bok Kai
festival can draw thousands and the
National Day of Prayer events are
poorly attended? Granted, the National
Day of Prayer breakfast has had solid
attendance but the prayer gatherings at
the Yuba County courthouse and City
Hall in Yuba City have had pathetically
poor attendance. (Generally just a few

Bok Kai Festival vs. The National Day of Prayer

dozen people). The National Day of
Prayer is one of the only Christian
events where we can lay down our
denominations to gather publicly to
call on Jesus on behalf of our
community. The huge attendance at the
Bok Kai festival is an indication that
attendees are making the event a
priority. Let’s make this year’s
National Day of Prayer a major priority
too. Mark your calendar for Thursday,
May 6th. The day will start with a
prayer breakfast at 7:00 a.m. (location
and further details to be announced).
There will be noon events in both
Marysville and Yuba City. The April
edition of the Ambassador will have
complete details.

Also, please consider attending
the Christian Business Alliance lunch
meetings which are held every
Tuesday at noon at various locations.
To be included in the weekly email
reminders, email Seth Halpern at
editor@ambassadornewspaper.com.
For more information about the
Christian Business Alliance contact
David Kugelman at 632-9292. g

Sat, March 6th - Preconcert at 6:30pm

While some of the Nelons' songs and
arrangements may be decidedly modern-day, the
second act of a Nelons concert takes a page from
the very beginnings of gospel music itself. The
people love to hear the old songs and the old
hymns. Call the church office for more info: 751-
9168

The Kingsmen (FREE Concert)

Crossroads Community Church -Yuba City

Fri, March 26th - Preconcert at 6:30pm

With countless records sold, Grammy
nominations, Dove Awards and an induction into
the "Gospel Music Hall of Fame" & "The Christian
Music Hall Of Fame”, The Kingsmen are gospel
music’s most successful quartet. Call the church
office for more info: 751-9168

Mexican Dinner

Loma Rica Community Church—LomaRica

Sat, March 6th 5:30 pm-6:30 pm

and Sun, March 7th after both morning services.
Come enjoy a Mexican Dinner for a free will
offering that will support the Mexico Missions Team
made up of youth and adults who will be serving in
Mexico during Spring Break 2010.

Mexico Missions Yard Sale

Loma Rica Community Church - LomaRica

Fri, March 5th - 7am - 5pm & Sat, March 6th - 8am -
noon

This event is to raise funds for the youth to spend
Spring Break helping out in Mexico with Azusa
Pacific University with building projects and
Vacation Bible School.

St. Patrick's Day Service

Riverbend Elementary School

March 14, 10am

There will be a church service in the Auditorium at
10am and the potluck will follow in the Multi-
purpose room.

Living Last Supper

First United Methodist Church — Yuba City

Apr 6th starting at 6 pm

Have you ever wondered what the disciples were
thinking and feeling during their last gathering with
Jesus? Develop a new understanding about how
they began their ministry as one of the twelve, and
how that experience made them the Men of God
they became to carry on the Christian movement.

RayAllen Band

LIVEALBUMRECORDING & CONCERT

Yuba City Nazarene Church

FriMar26,7pm

Join us for this unique opportunity to be part of a
live recording. Doors open at 6:30pm and close at
7pm Late admittance will not be allowed due to
recording. Event is FREE. Childcare available for
5 & under, no children under 5 allowed in the show.
Afree will offering will be taken. Contact the church
office at 671-1130 for more details.

Creative Li?ht Theater- “Beauty for Ashes”
Dinner/Theater - Church of Glad Tidings

Mar 17-19,24-46, 6:30pm

An original musicall These performances are
raising funds for Feather River Men's Center.
Tickets are $22 each, table of 10/$200. Come
enjoy Dinner and a great show, while helping a
worthy ministry!
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creative Light Theater presents

Dinner Theater

March 17« 18+19+24+254+26
6:30 p.m. nightly
$22 per person « $200 table of ten

Hearty fare « Music and dance « Delicious meal

Glad Tidings « Hwy 99 at Eager Rd. « Yuba City
671.3160 - www.churchofgladtidings.com

“When you support
Christian owned

businesses, you support
the Kingdom of God!”

Yvette Adams, Agent

Lie # 0833601

o
4
X< 2 (530) 743-6081

Grange Insurance grange458@sbcglobal.net

Auto * Home * Farm * Mobile Home
Business * Commercial * Flood

11222 Loma Rica Road, Loma Rica, CA

Insulin or Ice Cream? By Greg Kouki

Recently, I opened my talk before a
group in Southern California with an
observation: There's a difference
between ice cream and insulin.

When choosing ice cream, you can
choose what you like.

When choosing medicine, you must
choose what heals.

When choosing ice cream you can choose
what's true for you.

When choosing medicine you must
choose what's true.

There is significant confusion on this
point. Americans think of God, religion,
and morals like ice cream and not like
insulin. They choose religious views
according to tastes, according to what
they prefer rather than according to
what's true.

Non-believers view religion like ice
cream. Remarkably, Christians often do
the same thing.

Would you like prayer
for your business

or ministry?

The
Christian
Business Alliance

is going into the marketplace

to pray. We’d love to come and lift your needs

up in prayer. If you are interested in

having a small group of committed Christians

pray for your business please contact Dave
Kugelman at drkug(@comcast.net or Seth Halpern at
editor(@ambassadornewspaper..com

o L

A BETTER YARD CARE

Commercial & Residential

* Lawn Care * Sprinkler Repair * Weed Removal
* Pruning ¢ Trimming ¢ Clean-ups

CALL HOON FAMILY GARDENING

Office (530) 673-3722
Cell (530) 788-5899

License #66287
Liability Insured
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'Islamophobes' unwelcome at Fox News

Chad Groening -

OneNewsNow

POLITICS/CULTURE

Prop. 8 judge encouraged to step down

Charlie Butts - OneNewsNow

A former member of the Palestine
Liberation Organization who has
converted to Christianity says a Saudi
prince is now the second-largest
shareholder in Rupert Murdoch's News
Corporation, the parent company of the
Fox News Channel.

For years the Fox News Channel has
described itself as "fair and balanced,"
free from what some consider the "Kool-
Aid" of liberalism and political
correctness of other national news
agencies. But Walid Shoebat, former
Palestinian terrorist who is now a
Christian, says ever since Saudi Prince
Alwaleed bin Talal became a major
stockholder in Fox's parent company, he
has been able to influence its news
content.

"He himself said, 'I just had to make
a phone call to [tell them to] stop using
the word Muslim' regarding the rioting in
France," Shoebad notes. "Bill O'Reilly
says to Ibrahim Hooper, the head of the
Council on American-Islamic Relations

(CAIR), that he is an upstanding citizen.
Since when was the head of CAIR an
upstanding citizen?" he wonders.

The former terrorist adds that
viewers will no longer be seeing any so-
called "Islamophobes" on Fox.

"Today, I'm not invited at Fox News.
Neither is Robert Spencer or Brigitte
Gabriel," he laments. "But Ibrahim
Hooper is invited to speak at Fox News. It
used to be that experts on terrorism who
are critical of the Islamic views [were]
able to get a voice on Fox News. Those
days are gone.”

Shoebat concludes that instead of
airing those critical views of Islam, Fox
News now legitimizes Hooper, the
spokesman for CAIR, a group which he
maintains is a front for the terrorist group
Hamas.

In recent years, Alwaleed bin Talal,
54, has been among Forbe's list of the
world's richest people. He is #22 on the
2000 list. =

Thank you to our very faithful delivery crew.

Kay Andrus
Kathleen Caldwell
Steve Cooper
JoLynne Keough
Melissa Martin

Maria Paras
Mimi Robarge
Jon Skillman
Dwayne Tanabe
Harry Wilkinson

We greatly appreciate our volunteers who help get
The Ambassador into the hands of our readers!
God Bless You!

If you can help us with deliveries once a month for an hour or two,
please contact Seth Halpern at 933-1385 or email
editor@ambassadoxnewspaper.com.

YOU can help the Ambassador grow!

Permanent Hair Removal

Fotofacial Technology

Broken Blood Vessels

Call 743-0301

The Aurora IPL with Radiofrequency,
More Advanced than Laser! :

All skin colors < All hair colors

Brown or Age Spots « Redness

Jenine L. Tanabe MD Dermatology

414 G Street, Suite 204 Marysville

for a free Aurora consultation
and ask about our packages and specials
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More controversy surrounds the
federal judge presiding over the legal
challenge to California's Proposition 8.

Prop. 8 was approved by California
voters in November 2008 to overturn an
earlier state Supreme Court ruling that
legalized homosexual "marriage," but a
San Francisco newspaper recently
"outed" Judge Vaughn Walker as a
homosexual. Matt Barber, attorney and
director of cultural affairs at Liberty
Counsel, believes Walker ought to resign
from the case if the allegation is true.

The Liberty Counsel attorney cites
from federal law that "a judge shall
disqualify himself when he knows that he
has a financial or any other interest that
could be substantially affected by the
outcome of the proceeding," and he
argues that if Walker is a homosexual and

overturns Prop. 8, he would benefit by
granting himself the right to marry a man.
Given that effect, Barber decides that
hardly represents impartiality.

He goes on to report that Judge
Walker has been silent since the
newspaper claim was published. "Well,
the judge has said, 'No comment' when
asked about his sexual lifestyle," explains
the Liberty Counsel attorney. "I think he
needs to comment. Ifin fact he is engaged
in the homosexual lifestyle, there is a
clear conflict of interest here under
federal law.”

Barber notes a number of rulings in
the trial that favored homosexual
activists and diminished efforts of
Proposition 8 supporters to present their
case. =

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA'S

BEST FAMILY FISHING LAKE
Planted with TROPHY TROUT TWICE WEEKLY thru May

Rainbow & German Brown Trout, Florida Largemouth Bass,
Alabama Spotted Bass, Crappie, Bluegill & Catfish
Located between Marysville & Grass Valley

www.collinslake.com

1-800-286-0576

Doug
LaMalfa

State Senate
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Christian Music Stars Unite for Haiti

Release 'Come Together Now’
Kevin P. Donovan - Christian Post Reporter

While the star-studded cast of
“Valentine’s Day” was helping the
romance flick snag the box office’s No. 1
spot with its $52.4 million debut, another
star-studded crew released its highly
anticipated project over the same
weekend but with a different aim.

Two weeks after Christian music star
Michael W. Smith gathered a who's-who
list from the Christian and Country music
communities to record "Come Together
Now," the song was released on iTunes
and Amazon for purchase along with the
mission to support quake-devastated
Haiti by having all proceeds from the
song's sales benefit relief efforts there.

In total, over 100 artists were
brought on board for the project,
including Aaron Shust, Brandon Heath,
Chris Sligh, Everlife, Francesca
Battistelli, The Katinas, Mandisa, Mark
Hall, Matthew West, Melinda Doolittle,
Natalie Grant, Nicole C. Mullen, Phil
Stacey, Point of Grace, PureNRG,
Rachael Lampa, Steven Curtis Chapman,
and TobyMac.

The song — penned by Smith, David
Mullen and Cindy Morgan — was written
to remind people of the need to help those
in Haiti following last month’s 7.0-
magnitude earthquake.

"The crisis in Haiti has left us all
trying to figure out how we can help,"
said Smith as he assembled the award-
winning group artists.

"We wanted to create something that
the community could support, for the

greater good of those in Haiti,” he added.

For the project, Belmont University
opened the doors of its Ocean Way
Studios to the artists and the musicians
donated their time with the intent to have
all proceeds from the song to go to
designated charity/relief work through
The American Red Cross and Samaritan's
Purse.

In addition to lending their voices in
song, several artists also recorded PSA's
for The American Red Cross and
Samaritan's Purse for use in upcoming
months.

“It's incredible to be part of
something that is going to help so many
people," commented Smith.

In the days leading to the song's
release, a website
(cometogethernowhaiti.com) was
created, as well as a Facebook page and
Twitter account.

Through these and other media, the
artists behind “Come Together Now” are
encouraging their fans to help spread
word of the project and to also call their
local radio stations to request for the song
tobe played.

The cost to purchase the song on
iTunes and Amazon.com is $1.29. The
project’s website also provides a way for
supporters to make direct donations to
Samaritan’s Purse and The American Red
Cross.

The full title of the 4:15 song is
"Come Together Now (Music City Unites
for Haiti)." =

PI{()ﬁ)rrna by Kug

_.\.

;ﬁfii! & )

SCREEN PRINTING® EMBROIDERY ¢ PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Business Stationary

Pens - Mugs

& More

5}@04«4@@@% Z?

A Peek At My Bookshelf

Crosspoinje

Recommended Reading by Deena Peterson, Olivehurst

"Forgotten God"

by Francis Chan

While it isn't as great and mind-
blowing as "Crazy Love", Francis Chan's
new book is definitely worth the read. He
examines the Biblical passages dealing
with the Holy Spirit and adds dimension
to an often forgotten person of the Trinity.

"Forgotten God" discusses how the
church has neglected the teachings on the
Holy Spirit and is lacking in the power
she could be walking in. Francis backs up
his writings with Scripture, and gives a
lot of food for thought.

Some of the points he makes are ones
I've thought of before, but he also gives
new ideas to roll around. For instance, we
are often guilty of referring to the Holy
Spirit as 'it' rather than 'Him'. And we
forget that we can grieve Him, that the
Holy Spirit has emotions.

Many of his analogies hit home.
Would you ever buy a treadmill, hoping
to lose weight, and not even take it out of
the box? Then return it, claiming that you
didn't lose any weight, even though you
had the thing for two months? The church
often claims to be walking in the Spirit,
but we won't let Him out of the box!

And the reasons for that are multiple:
something Francis also talks about. Fear,
lack of knowledge, and
misunderstanding are just a few excuses
we use to limit the power of the Holy
Spirit in our lives.

But most powerful, to me, are the
real-life testimonies Francis shares about
people who genuinely walk in the Spirit.
Many of them moved me to tears, and all
of them inspired me to want more of the
Holy Spiritin my life.

Then again, Francis challenged me
to ask myself "Why?" Why do I want
Him in my life--for selfish reasons, or to
better build up the Body of Christ? Even
that can be tricky to discern, but Francis
helps us to uncover our motives for doing
what we do--or NOT doing it!

In all, this is an engaging book that is
well worth reading, and will most
definitely spark some good and healthy
conversation within the church. I
recommend adding this one to your "keep
and read often" shelf.

So, I'm giving "Forgotten God" five
out of five bookmarks, with a high-
lighter as a charm. You really can't read a
book like this without something to mark

o1nje

d:n'-l...uRn}L. i Eil’l-

646 Plumas St., YC , 530-673-6188
www.crosspointebooks.com

$3
Off!

Featured Book
(with this ad)
thru 3/31/10

CTOSS

the book up with!

My thanks to my friends at David C.
Cook for my copy, and for publishing
such greatbooks! =

Happy Reading!
Deena Peterson

An Independent Reviewer
Totally Dependent Upon Jesus!

For more book reviews by Deena visit
deenasbooks.blogspot.com

YS Website Design

Website Design &
Internet Marketing

Bill Loyd
530.329.5798

www.YSWebsites.com
Bill@YSWebsites.com
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“The Peter Principle” (part 2) - By Janis Maasen - Forbestown

Jesus knew Peter would turn away
from, then turn back to faith in Him. "But
[ have prayed especially for you [Peter];
and when you yourselfhave turned again,
strengthen and establish your brethren"
(Luke 22:31-32, Amp) In fact, Jesus
foretold the time all his disciples would
leave Him (John 16:32). However, it was
to Peter that Jesus expressly
instructed 'strengthen and establish' the
other disciples after he himself re-
established his own faith.

Peter was gifted to be a leader even
though his betrayal of Jesus appeared to
disqualify him from continuing to be a
disciple. The angel who appeared at the
empty tomb of our Lord instructed Mary
"tell the disciples AND Peter... (Mark
16:7) - distinguishing Peter from the
disciples. Thankfully, God gives us gifts
in spite of who we are and what we are
capable of doing! "For God's gifts and
His call are irrevocable. [He never
withdraws them once they are given, and
He does not change His mind about those
to whom He gives His grace or to whom

He sends His call.]" (Romans 11:29
Amp).

A leader among the disciples
throughout Jesus' three years of earthly
ministry, the disciples respected Peter
and often times communicated with the
Lord through him. However, God's
giftings require the empowerment of the
Holy Spirit to be effective and useful for
Kingdom purposes. "No one discerns
(comes to know and comprehend) the
thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.
We have received the [Holy] Spirit Who
is of God, [given to us] that we might
realize and comprehend and appreciate
the gifts bestowed on us by God
(Amplified)" 1 Corinthians 2:9-12. "The
Holy Spirit will teach you all things..."
John 14:26. The Holy Spirit will "endue"
or clothe you "with power" Luke 24:49.

The transformation of Peter's life is
astounding after he was filled with the
Holy Spirit at the day of Pentecost! In the
Gospels, we last see him denying he even
knew Jesus, denying he was one of the
disciples. In Acts, chapter 1, Peter shows
leadership among the disciples and other

believers awaiting the promise Jesus
gave after His resurrection. After the
Father sends His promised Holy Spirit to
those awaiting Him, they "began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance" astonishing the Jews
who’d come to Jerusalem from 14
regions to celebrate Passover. Astonished
because these (simple) Galileans were
speaking in each of the visiting Jews' own
language. The newly spirit-filled
believers were then accused of being
drunk! This accusation excited Peter who
immediately addressed those making
accusations against the believers. "Listen
to me!" Peter said as he addressed
the men of Judea and all those living in
Jerusalem (Acts 2:14).

To be continued in the April Issue of
The Ambassador

Peter the Leader: Pre and Post Holy
Ghost is a book that details the
inspirational life of the Apostle Peter as
recorded within seven New Testament
books. The book begins with the
historical record of the Apostle Peter,
followed by four phases of his journey
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from ordinary to extraordinary: From
hysterical to heretical, Peter goes on to
become "hero"ical and lives out the
remainder ofhis life honorably. =

The Will of God never takes you to where the
Grace of God will not protect you.

Find The Ambassador

The Ambassador is distributed at the following area Churches:

Agape Lighthouse Church, Sutter
Assembly of God Church, OLV
Balancez Life Christian Center, MV
Bethel A.M.E. Church, MV

Biggs United Methodist Church
Brownsuville Baptist Church
Brownsville Lutheran Church
Calvary Baptist Church, Oroville
Calvary Chapel of Browns Valley
Challenge Community Church
Christ Has Risen Ministry, Olivehurst
Church of Glad Tidings, YC
Church of God of Prophecy, OLV
Church of the Nazarene, LO

Church of the Nazarene, YC
Church of the Nazarene, Gridley
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Cornerstone Evangelical Free Church, YC
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Emmanuel Faith Tabernacle, Linda
Evangelical Free Church, Oroville
Feather River Baptist Church, MV
First Baptist Church, OLV

First Lutheran Church, YC

First Presbyterian Church, Colusa
First Presbyterian Church, Gridley

First Presbyterian Church, MV

First United Methodist, YC

Grace Baptist Church, Oroville

Grace Baptist Church, YC

Grace Bible Church of Gridley

Gray Ave. Church, YC

Hallwood Nazarene Church

Loma Rica Baptist Church

Loma Rica Community Church

Love UnLimited Body of CHRIST, MV
New Beginnings Wesleyan Church, MV
New Life Assembly, Linda

New Life Church, Oroville

North Valley Calvary Chapel, YC

Oregon House Community Church
Oroville Rescue Mission

Praise Chapel, YC

Richvale Church

Salvation Army, YC

Shepherd of the Valley, YC

St. Isidore's Catholic Church, YC
Sutter United Methodist Church
The Almond Tree Church, YC
The Father’s House, LO

The Rivers Church, YC

Trinity Life Church, YC

Victory Chapel, LO

Word of Life Church, MV

The Ambassador is distributed at more than 200 locations in the Yuba-Sutter-Butte area. For help finding a location, or if you would like to distribute The Ambassador at your location
please call (530) 933-1385 or email editor@ambassadornewspaper.com
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Community Profile

Tom Harris
Big T's
Trees Service

The first thing you will notice when
meeting Tom Harris is why his tree
service is named Big T’s. That’s “Big T”
for Tom. As he towers over me (I know,
most people do!), I was struck by the
gentleness of his manner. Tom has known
trouble. He grew up in a family that did
not lead him to God but according to
Tom, was “pretty normal”. Born in the
Bay Area, Tom moved to Hawaii at the
age of ten with his mother recently
divorced from Tom’s father. They moved
back to the “mainland” settling in Yuba
City at the home of his grandfather.
Attending Yuba City High School,
Tom saw himself being unproductive and
mostly getting into trouble. After
graduating, he continued a downward
spiral that led him into trouble with the
law. Tom found himself in Sutter County
Jail and within weeks he knew that he
needed to make a change. He saw that his
“friends” were nowhere to be found, but
his family, whom he was estranged from,
were there to visit and support him. As his
head “started to become clear” Tom says,
he saw that he needed help. A fellow
inmate recommended that he start
reading the Bible, so he began reading in
Matthew. As he read, Tom’s soul
resonated with the words of Jesus. He
began spending more time in reading and
prayer. According to Tom, “plenty of
guys reading the Bible, but it seems that
most of them go back to their old friends
and their old ways when they get out”. He
did not want to fall into the same trap. He

Pruning
Removals
Topping

I PO Box 802 « Yuba City » 95992
Tom Harris, Owner « Serving Northern CA

Fully Insured P.L./ PD./Worker's Compensation
State License# 918402 - City License# 67038

Trimmings
Fire Clearance
Stump Grinding
Cabling « Firewood
Sod - Sprinklers
Insect Spraying/Injecting
Yard & Gutter Cleaning
Lawn Maintenance

530.237.6743

www.BigTsTrees.com |

found new hope and new grace and
people saw that he was more excited and
upbeat than he was before entering jail.

When he finished serving his time,
he continued his journey by participating
in a transitional program outside the area
sponsored by the Salvation Army.
Through their discipleship, Tom’s faith
deepened. Then he came back to Yuba
City where he continued his “new” life at
Buddy’s House Sober Living Facility.
Through wonderful mentoring and
friendship, Tom had truly seen what life
change can bring. He met and married
Amy and together they have a 17-month-
old son.

Tom learned how to cut, trim and do
everything else with trees from his father,
for whom he worked on and off since he
was young. In 2006, he started Big T’s
Tree Service. He has three employees and
today he encourages them to show the
love of Christ to those they serve. Tom
may be big in stature, but he is also big in
heart. He wants to “do right” by people.
He shares that it’s not about just securing
the bid through the lowest price, but
while his rates are fair, he makes sure that
his customer is satisfied. What I found in

I
A

Senior &
Military DISCOUNTS I

Specializing in I
Hazardous Work |

“THE WAY
OF SUFFERING”

JESUS

He Suffered for You
Good Friday, April 2, 2010
9:30am

Come join other believers from many churches as we carry
the cross. We will begin at the Town Center Fountain in
Yuba City, proceeding up Plumas St. East on Colusa Hwy to
Sutter Street right on Sutter Street then across the Fifth
Street Bridge, and concluding at Veteran’s Memorial Park
in Marysville.

Everyone is encouraged to come and participate as we join
as one body to consider the magnitude of what Jesus
suffered on behalf of mankind. Also, join with other
believers in quiet worship and prayer. For more info, call
(530) 673-7709 or (530) 673-3671 =

talking with Tom is that although his
stature and heart are big, his “ego” is not.
Tom displays the kind of humility and
non-religious honesty that is refreshing. I
love to meet with someone who is not just
excited about what God can do, but is
excited simply to know him. Big T’s Tree
Service is a Ministry Partner with The
Ambassador and Tom feels that his
investment in The Ambassador is of
greater value (eternally) than other
advertising venues he’s been participated
m. =

You can tell
how big a
person is

By what it takes
to discourage
him.

SHUTTER-UP

BLINDS -~ SHUTTERS - SHADES
COMMERCIAL&RESIDENTIAL

CARL&MELODY BOUCHER
530-682-7727

CAlic. #890713

o
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Tiger’s Tale

Will someone explain to me why
Tiger Woods owes you or me an apology?
What he did was wrong- inexcusable,
unjustifiable. He knows that. We know
that. He owes his wife and children an
apology. He might even owe his friends
or business associates an apology. For
that matter, anyone he had any
relationship with to whom he broke trust.
But me and (dare [ say) you? I don’treally
understand a culture that requires an
apology from an athlete for sinning
against his family. Now if we are talking
about an elected official, that is a
completely different story. We were
rightfully outraged at the behavior and
cover-up of former President Bill
Clinton. Now, here was someone who
was given the public trust, to the point of
voting him as our leader! Isn’t he some
sort of ambassador or diplomat now?
Funny how we forget. Or how about Eliot

Spitzer, Ted Stevens, John Edwards,
Mark Sanford, Rod Blagojevich... the
list is too long to put here. These men
need to answer to us. Tiger Woods needs
to answer to his family and to God.
Worse, what about Church and religious
leaders like Ted Haggard, Jimmy
Swaggart or the countless other fallen
leaders of our Christian faith. They truly
owe an apology to those who have trusted
in them to lead them to God. Until Woods
takes Brit Hume’s advice, repents before
God and seeks His forgiveness, he will
suffer the consequences of even the most
“moral” unbelievers. It is our celebrity-
addicted culture that has created “moral
or spiritual role models’ of people who
have athletic or artistic talent. The media
has made Tiger larger than life. He, like
Brittany Spears and others, cannot stand
up to the scrutiny that comes as a result of
undue adoration. Tiger Woods is a great
golfer. He is not and should not be
considered anything more. =

He who angers you, controls you!

NO GROWTH, NO GAIN

By Jon Skillman - Oroville

By now, most of our New Year’s
Resolutions have found their way to the
scrap heap of good intensions. 1 no
longer bother with resolutions because I
have realized that my will cannot stand
up to that of an apple fritter.

In our old house there was a wall
upon which we had recorded the growth
of our two sons. That growth record has
been covered over by numerous coats of
paint of many colors, but is indelibly
marked on my memory.

I tell you this because in lieu of
resolutions, I have decided to use New
Years to mark my spiritual growth. You
know, evaluate where I am this year,
compare it to where I was last year and
plan for where I want to be next year.
After a few years I can connect the dots to
form a mental graph that plots my
spiritual growth. Kind of like a graph
plotting the return on my
investments...but prayerfully, one that
charts a more positive gain.

Spiritual growth is hard to measure
because it is subjective and at the mercy
of our perception. Some folks are

satisfied with simply attending church,
while others go to church, attend Sunday
school, read the Bible and work in church
ministries. Some may even venture into
the mission fields. These are all good
things that good Christians do.

But herein lies the rub; no matter
where we may be spiritually, we should
never feel spiritually satisfied. Oswald
Chambers wrote; “It is not a good thing to
be spiritually satisfied.” Why? Because
being a Christian is an ongoing process,
and being spiritually satisfied would be
an indication that we have stopped
growing.

Spiritual satisfaction should be
perpetually just beyond our reach so that
God can continually draws us out of our
comfort zone and into His service... It’s
kind of like dangling a fritter just beyond
my reach. I’d be off in a heartbeat, and
you’d better not get in my way.

We all travel different roads to
salvation. But arriving at salvation
doesn’t mean we simply shift ourselves
into park and wait to be glorified.
There’s a little more to it than that.

AS WE SEE IT

By Seth Halpern

I’ve recently had the “unfortunate
privilege” to speak on behalf of a good
friend. Peter was just that to me: A
Friend. But I’'m not talking about
“Facebook-type” friends here or any
other acquaintance-type friendship.
I’m talking about the rare relationship
where two people not only care for each
other, but are “cut from the same cloth”.
It’s easy to find a “friend” who has
similar interests or the same favorite
TV shows. I'm talking about the
relationship where you understand the
predicaments, the trials and the
triumphs, of another human being;
Those things that are too deep to
articulate, yet resonate inwardly in a
sort of “spooky” likeness. A true
kinship. Such was my friendship with
Peter. When I found myself “busy”
with the things of life and apologized to
Peter for the delay in responding to his
voice mail message, his response was
simply “I love you and if I don’t hear
from you until a year from now, I’11 still
love you” Remember, we’re not talking
about spouses or even biological
family. This is “friendship” This is
what Proverbs means when it says
“There is a friend that sticks closer than
abrother”(Prov 18:24) We don’t get too
many of these in our lives. Peter
showed me what it means to be a friend.
To exhort gently, to receive humbly, to
forgive completely. My friend Peter
fought alot of “demons”. Some of these
may have been spiritual enemies of his
soul and others quite possibly were his
own bad choices (which he would

Lessons From A Friend - 't
A Tribute To Peter Hegarty

)

Seth Halpern - Editor

readily admit). That aside, Peter was a
man of conviction and worship. His
God (thankfully, my God as well) is one
worth knowing and worthy of our
worship, regardless of what He gives to
us or takes from us. Peter and I would
spend hours at a time pondering the
“mysteries” of this incredible God we
serve. One of his favorite verses
“Though He slay me, yet will I trust
him”(Job 13:15) kept him going
through the trials of and victory over
alcohol as well as the nearly constant
physical ailments in his “beat-up”
body, and finally, total blindness along
with a colostomy. I can’t see how I
would be as faithful a servant of God as
Peter was while enduring that misery.
Yet, one thing I know: Peter saw
MORE Blind than most of us do with
our full vision. I learned another lesson
through Peter, if not by him. That is that
we are too busy with life. I told Peter
that 1 would take him to Christian
Business Alliance meetings, but [ was
too busy. I told him that I wanted to
interview him on my radio show, but I
never got around to it.  can’t go back in
time, but I can go forward with
different priorities. Well, finally, Peter
was given his pass, his diploma, his
retirement watch from this life, so to
speak, so that he could be with his
Daddy in Heaven, in an unhindered,
undistracted time of fellowship. I'm
thankful for Peter that he’s enjoying the
streets of gold and I know that his “Irish
Eyes are Smiling” g

Although salvation does bring a sense of
contentment, we shouldn’t confuse that
contentment with satisfaction... Why,
because we haven’t reached our
destination yet.

God gives each of us spiritual gifts to
help us fulfill His purpose for our life.
And trust me, he expects a return on His
investment. Your rate of return is very
important because, that is what you will
bejudged on, on “That Day.”

So, load up your spiritual gifts, shift

into spiritual overdrive, get on the
Sanctification highway and head for
God’s Kingdom. There are no mileage
markers, and we know not the time of our
arrival.

But, on “That Day,” I pray my
spiritual growth chart will reflect a rate of
return worthy of my Lord saying,

“Well done good and faithful
servant... Be Glorified! =
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MARKETPLACE

AUTO FINANCIAL/INSURANCE LANDSCAPING MISCELLANEOUS

MONROE TRANSMISSION DWAYNE TANABE A BETTER YARD CARE Invitations by hope

Don Monroe Taxes-Bookkeeping & “We can help free up your weekends!” "Specializing in Custom

1397 Colusa Hwy Business Services 530-788-5899 Wedding Invitation Designs"
Yuba City (630)846-3335 General Yard Care & Maintenance (530) 301.0380
530-751-2238 dkennethtanabe@msn.com Cassandra Hoon www.invitationsbyhope.com
GRANGE INSURANCE Big T’s Tree Service i
DAVE GREENETZ AGENCY Galaxy. Nails & Han"

530.237_6743 Grand Opening- 20% off services
CONSTRUCTION INC. Yvette Adams 971 Gray Ave #7, YC (Palisade Plaza)

www.greenetzconstruction.com
REMODELING

682.9602- lic.# 452975

HILBERS INC.
CONTRACTORS & ENGINEERS
1210 Stabler Lane, Yuba City
www.hilbersinc.com
530-673-2947

Jaizey Enterprises

"Computer services with You in mind."
Corporate, Small Business, & Home
Complete technology support
(866) 232-8801
www.jaizey.com

YS Website Design
Bill Loyd
Website design and Internet Marketing Training
www.YSWebsites.com
Bill@YSWebsites.com
329-5798

PROFORMA BY KUG
Dave Kugelman
Promotional Products
www.proforma.com/kug
530-632-9292

UPS Store
1040 Lincoln Rd, Yuba City
*Live Scan Finger Printing Service
No appt. necessary Mon-Sat

530-743-6081

Auto-Home-Farm-Mobilehome

Tree trimming * removal * stump grinding
www.bigtstrees.com

Trumm Financial
“Save More, Spend Less!!l”

Hollingshead
Yard Maintenance

Complete Service

A-1 Carpet Cleaning

(530) 673-3634
Carpets Wet? Call A-1 for
Water Damage Restoration

www.a-1clean.com

A =< Z Plumbing

Repair-Remodel-Replacement
Senior Discounts

Oroville- 589-4519 Gridley- 846-0779
Lic. 706398

DEWART'’S

Handyman Service
Home/Property Maintenance

A Farmers Insurance Agency
Auto-Home-Life-commercial-Blue Cross
1650 Sierra Ave Suite 202A - YC 95993

530-671-2764 #o0F27435

(530)419-0639 Curtis Dewart
(530) 933-0269/(530)742-8530
DAVIS FAMILY INSURANCE Yuba City Pest Control
& FINANCIAL SERVICES P.0. Box 2, Yuba City, CA 95992

Ph. (530) 755-2555
Fx. (530) 755-4672
"Quality Service Guaranteed"

(530) 534-4600 for all your landscape needs
www.marktrumm.com 530-301-5564
e L OV E FURNISHING Yuba-Sutter Sprinkler Repair
DO N ’ s F U RN ITU RE Sprinklers*Valves*QOrltrollers
Gerry Mains
WAREHOUSE 530-520-3419
% %no ’%%Zleg;%h www.yubasuttersprinklerrepair.com
“Quality furniture at warehouse prices”

eXfuze Seven+
botanical supplements: acai, fucoidan,
goji, seabuckthorn, noni, gac, mangosteen
Robert E. Stark

674-0345, stark@otnusa.com

JENINE L. TANABE
MD DERMATOLOGY
414 G Street, Suite 204
Marysville

743-0301

"MarketPlace ads should
not be considered as an
endorsement of
The Ambassador as to
the spiritual commitment

of the advertiser.
The Ambassador does
not and cannot
"monitor" spiritual
commtiment
of its advertisers."

(530) 790-0700

Open 7 days/week
Gift Certificates Available

KT Nails (New Owner)

790-6624 Open 7 days/wk

1380c Franklin Rd, YC (WinCo Plaza)
Pedicure/Manicure $25 - Full Set French Tip $5 off
(Free Design)
Eyebrows/Lip Wax $10 (w/ coupon- exp. 2-28-10)

PETS

Country Vet Clinic, Inc
4839 E. Butte Rd, Live Oak
"Treating all creatures
Great and Small"

Jerry Long, DVM & Assoc.

Impact The
Community
AND
Reach New
Customers.

Advertise your
business in

THE
AMBASSADOR
MARKETPLACE!

530-933-1385

editor@ambassadornewspaper.com
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Understanding Faith
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“You will never learn faith in comfortable surroundings.”
~ A.B. Simpson

“Faith is saying “Amen” to God.”
~ Merv Rosell

“A simple childlike faith. solves all the problems that come to us.”

“The only way to learn strong faith is to endure strong trials.”
~Geoige Mueller

SEaith is not belief without proof, but trust without keservation.”
=~ Eltonh LuL[uc
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