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Preface
I have been blessed to be given the opportunity by God to produce a publication that honors
Him in my local community. Each month for the past decade, The Ambassador Newspaper has
printed inspiring and informational articles in an effort to meet our origintabal mission: To
Encourage, Inform, Challenge & Connect the local Body of Christ! In order to print each month
we have been blessed with gifted writers and a large dose of Holy Spirit inspiration! There is no
way we could have done this in our own strength.
The one thing that has always bothered me was that after we print and distribute each monthly
issue, all the inspired writing lasts only for that month. There is a very limited “shelf-life” of 30
days for significant articles that may challenge, encourage, inform or connect us. That seems tragic
to me. I know that that is not enough time for these printed words to benefit the reader. It is with
that motivation, that I decided to extend the “shelf-life” of many of these articles. That is how
the “Ambassador Reprint” was born. We have collected some of the most inspiring articles from
the previous year and put them in this volume in order to reap continual benefits as the Holy
Spirit sees fit!
In the following pages, you will find articles by those who have written for The Ambassador
as well as some of my own cover stories and editorials. We have screened out articles that focused
on time or location specific topics. You may want to read through these stories from cover to
cover or in a more devotional style. You may want to read the works of your favorite writer or
get a sample of different styles. Whatever way you choose to read this volume, my prayer is that
the Holy Spirit of God will use it to speak to your heart.
Seth Halpern
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Love’s Exchange
April James
The New Year has arrived, are you contemplating resolutions and goals? Does your human heart
have a need to love and be loved in return? Could it be to know how to love the Lord in a greater
way? To have an intimacy with Him where you would be saying:
In the midnight hour I come unashamedly seeking my Love, the One who has captured my
heart; I long to be with Him as I long for no other. To you my Lord, my Love, I open my heart,
come abide within, you in me, I in you; an intimate place of knowing each other.
My heart quickens as I sense your presence, it leaps for joy within my chest at your nearness,
my knees grow weak, I slowly sink to the ground at Your feet, I melt like wax at Your touch. I
am undone as your Spirit sweeps over me; I am lost in love’s sweet embrace. I scarcely know
what to do; I don’t want to move lest I lose this moment or cause Your presence to lift. As I
press in expressing the depths of my heart, lavishing You with my love, You engulf me even
more. In this place all fear is erased with the realization of your overwhelming vast incomparable
love for me. Every fiber of my being is alive pulsing with the love radiating from You. I bask in
the glorious light of your love as it penetrates into the deepest part of my core. I lay still as if
dead before you, yet my spirit takes flight soaring to unknown heights, raptured by Your
indescribable presence, my human senses are filled with bewilderment at the pure love and
holiness of my Creators essence; He who knit me together has undone me.
In this moment there takes place the greatest of love’s exchange, one that surpasses the
intellect with its limited expressions, to that of spirit where words are not required, where the
purest ecstasy of love and intimacy is expressed and felt; where I am known and know my Love,
where all doubt is erased as to His unconditional affections for me.
How much do you want a deeper relationship with the Lord, the Lover of your soul? Ready to take
focus off of self, love on the Lord, then wait - allowing Him to love on you in return? Are you willing
to pray a dangerous prayer: Lord, I must have more of you at any cost?

5

A Mis-Directed Letter
Jon Skillman
A coalition of several Oroville churches wrote a letter that appeared on the religion page of our
local paper. The letter was addressed: “To Our Beloved Muslim Neighbors.” and the main thrust was
one of regret for any anger, hatred, bigotry or violence the Muslim community may have experienced
from the Christian community. Correct me if I’m wrong but hatred, bigotry and violence do not reside
in a true Christian community. If they do, we have some serious reforming to do. Not to the faith, but
to the unfaithful faithful. I understand the reasoning for such a letter but feel it falls short in sincerity.
My first point of contention arose in the very first paragraph. It listed several locations of recent
terrorist attacks, then went on to say: “…only the latest in a long list of cities experiencing violence
committed in the name of faith.” Wait! Time Out! Not in the name of my faith! It seems the letter
writers have the same trouble connecting the dots as our government. Islam…all the dots connect to
Islam. Islam is the common denominator.
The letter writers feel an apology is in order…not from Islam…but from Christianity. Really? We
should apologize to a religion whose god and holy book sanction the killing of our Christian brothers
and sisters all over the world. Okay, here’s my apology…I’m sorry, I won’t do that!
The letter then points out how Christians are failing to express our love and compassion for our
Muslim brothers and sisters. But here is a hard and heartbreaking Biblical truth…they are not our
brothers and sisters… they are lost, and yes, we are still commanded to love them. But not in the
superficial way the letter proposes… which is a simple “We love you” printed in a newspaper. That
is like standing at the side of the road knowing that around the bend the bridge has washed out, then
waving and shouting “we love you!” as they drive by. No, if we truly love them we would flag them
down, warn them of the danger, and then share with them the only way to the other side. That’s true
Christian love.
The letter also asks us to pray “peace and blessings,” on our Muslim neighbors. That may make us
feel all warm and fuzzy inside, but does absolutely nothing to save them. We need to pray God will
soften their hearts, open their eyes to the light of Jesus, and that the Holy Spirit will convict them of
the truth. In other words, we need to pray for their salvation.
Muslims don’t need a letter of apology. They don’t need prayers of peace and blessings. They need
The Gospel of Jesus Christ. He is their only hope.
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“Can’t We Go Just A Little Farther?”
David Kugelman
That quote comes from some of my younger grandchildren. I have nine with one more due on
March 17th. The ones that are aged four, five and six are always pushing the boundaries on wanting to
play further and further from our home. We live in the country and have a large yard but now the yard
isn’t good enough. They want to go outside the front gate and play in the driveway. And now the
driveway isn’t good enough and they want to play in the peach orchard in front of our house so we
let them go two rows into the orchard. And yes you guessed it, they now want to go a few more rows
further into the orchard. Regardless of the amount of space we allow them to play in, they are never
satisfied and only want to go where we tell them they cannot go.
Hmmm, sound familiar; Adam, Eve? They only had one rule, just one and they couldn’t obey it.
Quite often as Christians, we like to criticize Adam and Eve for blowing it in the Garden of Eden. We
somehow think that we would not have made the same mistake. However the longer I serve God and
the more I understand human nature (yes, my own as well) the more I realize that I would have done
the same thing. We always want what we don’t have. That is why God gave us the 10th commandment;
“don’t covet.”
So, we must strive towards contentment in this life. We need to find the balance between desire
and contentment. Desire without contentment leads to frustration and contentment without desire
leads to complacency. Desire more of God and intimacy with Christ and be content with what He has
blessed you with.
1 Timothy 6:6 – True godliness with contentment is great wealth.
Here is the takeaway. Becoming godly or Christ-like does not happen by accident. It takes effort
and intentionality. So if you find yourself lacking contentment, the solution is spending more time
with Christ in his word, in prayer, in church and in fellowship with other committed believers. In other
words, be happy in your own backyard!
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Heart Attack
April James
Has your heart been attacked by lies, hurtful words, or broken trusts like mine? Even so, I found
I didn’t need to fear the love of God. He doesn’t say “I love you” one moment then smack us to the
ground the next or verbally berate us. Jesus took the punishment we deserved so we could be in a
loving relationship. Often our ability to feel loved is equal to our ability to receive love.
When we have been hurt by those who were supposed to love us, or claimed to, it becomes difficult
to trust even God; or be able to open our hearts to let him love us. Thus, instead of a love exchange
we give adoration then stop short of receiving His in return.
We are like a butterfly trapped in its cocoon. We have become a new creature having accepted
Jesus Christ as our Savior, yet not freely soaring in His love. Our mind tells us we’re loved but it
doesn’t feel real to the heart.
To fully know God, we have to be able to receive his love; after all – it’s who He is, He is love.
When we leave the receiving of love out of the equation, we only have half a relationship, the striving
half. This leads to a union that is not fully satisfying for either partner.
Recovering from a heart attack is tough; forgiving from a wounded heart is difficult and one big
step (this doesn’t mean confronting or reconciliation); yet unforgiveness clogs arteries and hardens
the heart. Another starting place is receiving His love by faith, like we would a doctor’s prescription.
Begin with expressing to Him how we love Him, even if it’s only a few words – that’s alright. Then
accept His love by faith, read aloud scriptures describing how God loves and cares for us.
Example:
Heavenly Father, I accept your love by faith, that you love me so much you sent your only son for
me (John 3:16). I receive by faith that great is your love, which is higher than the heavens (Ps. 108:4),
that you have loved me with an everlasting love; with loving-kindness You have drawn me (Jer. 31:3).
I desire to know how much You love me, to feel your love and believe You when you tell me that you
love me dearly (1 John 4:16). Lord, by faith I accept that you value me, have a great love for me, and
desire to lavish me in love. I will not go by what I feel but believe, by faith, that you love me as your
word says you do.
Internally digest love scriptures daily like medicine. Keep some handy to use like nitroglycerine if
pain starts. We may not immediately sense a change, but keep on accepting love by faith until the heart
knows and experiences it directly from the God of love himself.
May this be a year of intimately knowing God, not just about him!
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A Cake Day
Paula McBride
“It'll be a cake day,” the classroom teacher remarked as she handed me her lesson plan folder. “The
kids are all good and the activities are fun. Enjoy!” And with that, she was off for a day of meetings,
and I sat down to go over her plans.
A cake day? What did that mean? I'd never heard the expression before, but I liked it. Cakes are
special. Birthdays and other celebrations include something sweet—a cake—and people remember.
Cakes make memories. I guess the teacher wanted me to have a special day, a sweet day, and a
memorable day. In fact, I haven't been able to stop thinking about cakes, and when there was a buy
one, get one free offer for those little bundt cake things, I fell for it and bought two. My friends and I
celebrated a brief break in the weather to sit outside and treat our taste buds to exquisite delight.
Cakes represent joyful occasions. Imagine a bride and groom preparing to cut their cake. They hold
the knife together and carefully glide it into the edible work of art. The guests clap and cheer. The
couple link arms and feed each other the first bite while the guests cheer louder. I can see that a cake
day would be joyful, too.
Some people don't like cake, and that's okay. Cake is something we choose. We don't have to take
a piece if it is offered to us. So maybe we need to choose to make our day a cake day.
The children of Israel had cake days every day for forty years. God sent them little flakes of
something so special they asked, “What is it?” Nobody seemed to know what it was, so they just called
it “What is it?” which in their language is “manna.” The Bible says it tasted sweet, sort of like cake. At
first, the people were excited, joyful, and grateful, but as time passed, they got tired of it and began to
grumble and complain. But did God pull the plug on His provision? No, He continued to give and
give and give some more.
Just as He has throughout history and still does, even if our days seem full of chopped liver. The
heart of the Father longs for us to be full and satisfied with His provision. Just as manna was
nutritionally complete for the Israelites, God provides all we need in Christ. God loves us so much,
He sent His Son into the world so the world can be saved through Him.
We can choose whether or not to eat a piece of cake. We can choose to have special, sweet
moments in our days or be completely grouchy. We can choose to be joyful or sullen. We can choose
Jesus.
But let me tell you. If you choose Jesus, every day can be a cake day!
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Spiritual Dust
Seth Halpern
Editor
I suffer from chronic allergies. It used to just bother me in springtime, but now it’s all year long. I
thought an air filter/purifier would help. At first it did and I thought I found my cure. However, after
a while, my sneezing, stuffy nose, and watery eyes came back even worse. So, I thought I would bring
the machine right next to me as I slept. Bad idea. It was far worse. Finally, I took off the cover. I had
already been cleaning the filter regularly following the instructions, but never took off the front cover.
Wow! I couldn’t believe how much dust had accumulated. That was what I was breathing in! Now, I
have nothing against air filters but not the dust that collects due to neglect of cleaning.
This got me to thinking. Oftentimes, we watch for the obvious sins in our life. The ones we struggle
with and may have committed prior to our testimony of God’s grace in our lives. We monitor ourselves
so as not to “commit” those sins. But there is another problem that I consider “spiritual dust”. These
are not the outright sins that we commit but rather the sins of omission that we simply neglect. As we
neglect them, they collect. And collect. And collect. Until they have become a mound of dust in the
way of the Holy Spirits’ “purifier” in our souls. These things don’t happen because we DO something
wrong, but because we DON”T DO as we ought. Things like: Neglecting to spend regular, daily time
with God, reading/studying His Word, attending church, tithing, sharing God’s love for people, etc.
These are the routine things that “clean”, if you will, the Christian life. Yes, I know that it is Jesus,
NOT rules, that makes us righteous. All I’m saying is that neglecting to maintain our spiritual walk
with Christ will produce “dust” even though we don’t commit a specific outright sin. By the way, even
pastors, ministry leaders (or Christian newspaper editors!) can collect dust through neglect.
Remember, the air purifier was specifically supposed to be cleaning the air, but the dust was
conflicting with that purpose and actually it was counterproductive, because instead of producing
cleaner air, it was in fact, pushing out dirty air in its place. Those of us whose work involves ministry
can be prone to neglect the important things like Bible reading, prayer, and fellowship, because we
think we’re around it all the time. Neglect of those “cleaning” routines, make us ineffective at best and
counterproductive at worst. The enemy of our souls loves to quietly trip up God’s vessels in that way.
What are those areas in your life that have been producing “dust” and quenching the Holy Spirit’s
work in your life? Now is a good time to clean out the dust that may have gathered in your soul.

March On
April James
Does anyone have some mornings like me where you just want to stay snuggled under the warm
covers; where your toes dread the touch of cold wood floors?
For me, today was one of those days; it’s been a long hard week, the body is having some aches
and pains, and my flesh protested the thought of rising this Sunday morning. My mind begins to
rationalize and make excuses for not crawling out from under the covers: it’s okay if I skip service
today – after all I’m there most of the time, no one will miss me, I deserve a day off, I can catch a
sermon on TV, and the list grows. Despite all this, I toss back the covers making the decision that
although the flesh protests - I will rise and march on into the day.
Super Saint I “ain’t”. Some days it truly is a sacrifice to offer up praises, to read my Bible, to
meditate, to pray for others instead of only focusing on my little world of needs. At such times, I find
myself borrowing words and attitudes of David, Paul, and other saints of old to encourage myself to
march on. They never said we would always feel like doing what we should. Sometimes it requires
effort and commitment to continue on and follow through. We read such words as: David
strengthened himself in the Lord, I press toward, I strain to reach, I bring a sacrifice of praise.
You and I have an adversary who would love to see us stay put - to not march on, to just pull the
covers over our head and not engage in a day the Lord made, to not persevere in the things of God.
There are great prizes Satan would like to keep us from; the pleasure of the Lord’s presence, the joy
of fellowship with other Christians, divine encounters the Lord orchestrates, the chance to be
encouraged and encourage others, to enjoy creation, the little God moments in each day, and the prize
for which God has called us heavenward in Christ Jesus.
I am thankful we can confidently approach God’s throne of grace because we have a great High
Priest who understands our weaknesses. That we can lay it out before him being honest in how we
feel, even while we are still under the covers. Then we find ourselves being able to say as the psalmist
did, “When I pray, you answer me and encourage me by giving me the strength I need.” Psalm 138:3.
The Lord is always faithful; he is our daily provider; he is attentive to our prayers; he encourages
our heart and he gives us the strength to daily march on. So before we go to bed this evening let us
predetermine that tomorrow, we will march on.

The Humble Hinge
Paula McBride
What simple little piece of hardware has caused a revolution in the way we build our houses, secure
our possessions, and travel about? That would be the humble hinge. In fact, you probably reap the
benefits of at least five hinges before you get to work in the morning without even realizing it. Hinges
on your doors help get you out of your bedroom and keep the steam at bay while you shower. Kitchen
cabinet hinges come in handy when you’re reaching for cereal or coffee beans— even if they’re
invisible hinges that fit neatly inside the door. Don’t forget the refrigerator door hinge that is keeping
your milk cold. And after your exit door swings closed behind you, you might pop open a 600-lb
garage door, thanks to the mighty power of hinges.
No one knows exactly when the hinge was invented, but we can imagine what life would be like
without it. In an ancient settlement in Turkey dating back to 6500 BC, the houses had no front doors.
Instead, people propped up ladders against their mud-brick houses and entered them from a hole in
the roof. In other societies, people had to rely on heavy rocks and giant slabs of wood or stone to
keep them safe from weather and intruders—meaning anyone too weak to move the makeshift heavy
door was vulnerable. The Old Testament records only one use of the hinge, and that is a set of goldplated ones for the gold door in Solomon's temple (I Kings 7:50 TLB).
By the time of Jesus, though, primitive hinges were in use. I'm sure the women at the crucified
Savior's tomb wished it was sealed with a regular door with hinges when they went to put spices on
his body. They knew they couldn't push the massive stone uphill to gain entrance.
Nor can we push our way into heaven. There has to be a door, and Jesus is not only the door, but
his resurrection provides the hinges on which it swings.
One hinge is the authenticity of Christ. Christ is who he says he is. He was verified dead when laid
in the tomb but was seen alive three days later by those who witnessed the crucifixion. If he had
swooned and regained consciousness, he still wouldn't have had the strength to move the stone. Only
the true Son of God could defeat death. Another hinge is the security that faith in his resurrection
brings to all who believe. We are secure in a sin-forgiven, right-standing relationship with our risen
Lord to become all he designed us to be while on earth. A third hinge is eternity in heaven because
Jesus is preparing a place for us there. Our forever home will be ready when physical death closes our
earthly eyes, or if we're still alive, when we see Jesus coming in the clouds.
This Easter season, whenever we see humble hinges at work in our homes and workplaces, let's
remember we don't need to push against an immovable stone to find redemption. A simple nudge of
faith on the door where Jesus stands alive is enough. He says, "I am the door; if anyone enters through
Me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture” (John 10:9).

Are You Leaking?
Dave Kugelman
I live in the country and several winters back there were multiple days of freezing temperatures.
As a result, I had several outside pipes burst that flooded different areas of my yard as well as one of
my out buildings. The amount of water flowing from the broken water lines was so significant that it
was very obvious that I had a problem. Needless to say, I was upset because of the time and expense
it would take to fix the problem.
However, broken water pipes that flooded my yard was not as bad as my new problem. Somewhere
in my yard there is an underground water leak that was (until recently) undetectable for several weeks
(if not months). I only became aware of this when I noticed a steady increase in my PG&E bill from
my pump running more than it should. The slow leak created more problems (and expense) than the
major water lines that broke years ago. Why? One problem became evident in a few hours while the
other took several weeks. I realize you don't really care about my water pipe issues but here is the
point.
I have been impacted by reading a daily devotional for years. It is "My Utmost for His Highest" by
Oswald Chambers. He uses a phrase called "spiritual leakage." I would define it as a gradual falling
away from a close, committed and obedient relationship with Jesus Christ. It happens over time and
is so gradual that the negative effects of that condition are not recognized until months or years later.
When someone commits some grave sin and the consequences are obvious, it gives us a quick
opportunity to repent and to get back on track immediately. Assess your relationship with Jesus Christ
today. Be honest with yourself. If you are leaking spiritually, fix it by recommitting yourself to Jesus
Christ. Read the Word, pray, go to church, hang out (not exclusively) with other committed followers.
Warning, if you do not fix your spiritual leak, it will get worse. The good news is God loves you and
will be your spiritual plumber!

What A Wonderful World
April James
Louis Armstrong sang a song titled “What A Wonderful World”. You may look around and say
“seriously, do you not see the news covered with crime, terrorism, reports of disasters, heart breaking
stories, and gloomy predictions?”
It’s a wonderful or bleak and dreary world, depending on how we choose to look at it. Proverbs
11:27 “If you search for good, you will find favor; but if you search for evil, it will find you!” This is a
day the Lord has created. You and I are a child He also created and purposed for this day. He has
plans for us to walk out; He waits for our surrendered heart and yielded spirit. As we take his hand,
trust in him and let him lead, it can be an exciting journey with our senses opened as never before,
our eyes seeing fresh and new things, seeing old things in new ways. We will understand what
previously escaped us. As we yield to his presence as we begin each day, it shall be a day as no other,
there is no hum-drum life in his presence, it is vibrant, exciting, full of life, hope, and possibilities.
It is not looking at life through rose colored glasses but looking at life through the eyes of the Lord;
shifting our focus onto things that could be, looking beyond the exterior to what lies beneath, to the
possibilities. What has God put inside someone else that is just waiting to be recognized, to have our
encouraging words spoken causing it to bloom and take flight. What treasure is hidden under the dirt
the world has thrown on top of it? A treasure just waiting for someone with eyes to see, who will
release a fresh breath of life giving words across a wounded spirit allowing the hidden gems to sparkle
and shine in the light of God’s love.
This is a wonderful world; let’s choose to see through new eyes the possibilities in it. Let’s brush
off the tarnish caused by sins exposure, with words of hope and life.
I see trees of green, red roses, too,
I see them bloom, for me and you
And I think to myself
What a wonderful world.
I see skies of blue, and clouds of white,
The bright blessed day, the dark sacred night
And I think to myself
What a wonderful world.
The colors of the rainbow, so pretty in the sky,
Are also on the faces of people going by.
I see friends shaking hands, sayin', "How do you do?"
They're really sayin', "I love you."
I hear babies cryin'. I watch them grow.
They'll learn much more than I'll ever know
And I think to myself
What a wonderful world
Songwriters: George David Weiss, George Douglas, Bob Thiele

God of Wrath or God of Love?
Seth Halpern
Editor
Many people assume that there are two Gods in the Bible: There is the angry God of the Old
Testament who sets unattainable rules and laws and then doles out harsh consequences for not
meeting them. They see the God who smites people, seemingly at will, and even kills entire
communities and nations with their women and children. Who would want to serve a God of Wrath
like that?
Then the New Testament ushers in the Loving God, who even first appeared as a sweet baby. He
grew up to be a gentle, loving, and forgiving person who didn’t judge the prostitutes, lepers, or the
down trodden, and lowest of society.
This is how the Bible might be seen at quick glance. However, a deeper look will show that God
has not changed and He is both Loving AND Holy (which brings about his wrath), which has
remained the same since the beginning.
After creation, when Adam and Eve sinned, God’s holiness could not allow them into his presence
without a covering for that sin. They were also driven out of the garden and would eventually see
death-the end of life. In Noah’s time, God had enough of man’s sin and corruption and did away with
the entire human race apart from Noah’s family. In both of those situations, God made a promise, to
Adam, it would be that a redeemer would come, to Noah, a rainbow showed that God would never
flood the earth again.
Later, the family of Abraham was blessed and promised provision, protection and the hope of a
redeemer.
The Law given to Moses required the Jewish people to follow rules in many areas of life and
worship. The rules (or Law) was given to keep them separate from the pagan cultures so that Israel
would remain “Holy” and His Chosen people. Even the dietary laws were established in order to keep
the people heathy. Yes, God showed His power and might and did so to provide and protect His
people at times. He also demonstrated that He was not to be taken lightly and some were taught harsh
or even fatal lessons.
Throughout the Kingdom of Israel, God sent prophets to warn the people that their sin would
bring disaster. He always sought to bring the people back to Him. Why? Because of His Love. All the
while, God provided a way be right with Him and enjoy His love and provision. Man usually rebelled
and then suffered for it. In 2 Chronicles 7:14, God told them “If my people, who are called by my
name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” That has always been the heart
of God.
Just as people often think of the God of the Old Testament as the God of Wrath, they envision
the New Testament God one of Love. It is true that “God is Love”. It says so in 1 John 4:7,8 . Jesus
did show grace to the lepers, demon possessed, prostitutes and others abandoned by society. However,
He also used scathing words towards the religious leaders. Let’s not forget that He told us that to
follow Him, we would need to take up our “cross”. The cross is not appealing. It represents death.
He was speaking of death to self, which is our own will and any desires that are not part of God’s will.
Ananias and Sapphira, two “believers” gave some money to help the church- but they didn’t give all
that they said they did. They lied to God. They were both killed by God! It was to

show that you don’t “mess with” God! He is Righteous and will not be made a fool of or mocked
(Gal 6:7). Later in the New Testament, we are told that God will not allow people into Heaven who
continue to sin without confessing and repenting before God. In His love, He provided a sacrifice,
the only sacrifice that would once and for all pay for the entire cost of our sin. It is like the sentence
handed down to the criminal by the judge. Except in this case, Jesus “does the time”. Up until that
time, God instituted a system of animal sacrifice that would bring temporary forgiveness. Yet, now by
giving up His only Son, Jesus, there would never be further need for forgiveness. Jesus’ death on the
cross was not simply to demonstrate the horrible end of a wonderful man and profound teacher. It
was the fulfillment of God’s plan from the beginning. It was the plan that was promised as early as
when Adam sinned. Why the need for a sacrifice? Why couldn’t God just overlook the sins of
mankind? Because of His Holiness and Righteousness. Nothing sinful can be anywhere near God.
Only complete purity can be in His presence. We could never get there on our own. So, because God
is Holy and Just, His justice requires payment for the sin. The only payment that would satisfy, that
would be the purity of a perfect sacrifice. This is why God the Father had to offer Jesus His Son, who
willingly gave His life for us. All of our sins have been paid for by the bloodshed of Jesus on the cross.
Many years ago, it was much more common to hear about the God of Holiness and Wrath in our
churches. The Fear of God was taught, possibly to the neglect of the Love of God. In fact, in the 18th
century a prolific preacher, writer and theologian named Jonathan Edwards preached a sermon titled
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”. People responded by confessing their sins and repenting. It
helped to usher in the revival of the First Great Awakening. Today, it is rare to hear these kinds of
messages from pulpits. They would be seen as legalistic and certainly not “seeker- friendly”. We have
nowadays all kinds of marketing and fun activities to bring people to our churches. There is nothing
wrong with people enjoying one another in the Lord. The point is that it used to be the truth of God’s
Word (even the seemingly difficult passages) that turned hearts to God. Today, many churches (not
all) rely on feel-good, empowering kind of messages because they want people to leave feeling good
about themselves and more importantly to come back next week. This is a shame because there are
some mega-churches that you can watch on TV speaking a message of love that is devoid of truth.
Yes, God is Love but He is also Holy, Righteous and Just. The “Love-only” message tells people that
God is ok with whatever you do. That’s simply not true. Although, you can’t earn your salvation or
God’s love, if you are not seeking to please Him in response to His love for you, then you should
examine whether you’re in the family of God.
Now, if we want to be in the presence of God in this life as well as the one to come after we die
physically, we need to believe that Jesus paid that price. Then, we need to repent of our sinful ways
that don’t please God. Galatians 5:24 says that we are to “Crucify ourselves” meaning do what Jesus
did on the cross, but do it to our selfish, ungodly desires. As the saying goes, “We are not Free TO
Sin, but Free FROM Sin” We no longer are bound to the sinful nature. . God has always loved us. A
human father disciplines his child to correct him out of love for his child. He doesn’t give everything
the child wants or he will grow up spoiled and disrespect his father. So it is with God. Yes, He is One
and the same God- The Holy God of Wrath and the Wonderful God of Love!

Beware Of Slowsand
Jon Skillman
Every now and then, I come to the realization that I’m not where I should or want to be…and
more important, not where God wants me to be. This usually happens when I unknowingly step in,
what I call slowsand. Unlike quicksand in which you are acutely aware you are sinking, slowsand pull
you back into the world at such a gradual rate it is virtually imperceptible…tiny baby steps that inch
me away from God.
Well unbeknownst to me, I had been mired in slowsand for the last couple of months or so and
my perceptions and attitudes toward certain people had been creeping toward ungodly. The first
indication of this hit me while preparing an article for the April issue of the Ambassador. I had finished
the first draft of what I thought was pretty good piece, and while I read it over I thought to myself;
‘Oh this is brilliant, edgy, biting and…wait a minute…this is hateful, mean and divisive. Where in the
heck did all this come from?
Being up against a deadline, I quickly wrote a disclaimer, filed the edges a bit and had my trusted
proofreader give it the once over. She gave it a shoulder shrugging two thumbs sideways critique and
against my better judgment, I sent it off. Well, Seth Halpern, being the good editor he is, confirmed
my trepidations and asked me to rework it to tone it down. Sometimes it stings a little but I always
thank God for good counsel.
Anyway, my concerns about the article were soon overcome by concerns about how I, a confessing
Christian, became such an angry and hateful doofus? In hindsight, being an opinion writer brings
with it a certain amount of negativity. Writing about lifestyles that go against God and those who
condone them puts me in an adversarial stance. Taking a stand against those who threaten my religious
freedoms and a government that has turned it back on God tends to make me a little testy. I lost my
focus on God, and left to my own devises, I became angry and hateful…two things God really frowns
upon. 1John 2:9 tells me “Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the
darkness.” Yikes! I was in the dark because I had turned away from the light. Jesus tells me my anger
towards another will bring the same judgment as if I had actually murdered them (Matthew 5:21, 22).
This experience has taught me several important lessons. Stay focused on God. Hate is a very poor
witness. Anger makes me mad, and beware of slowsand. I Praise God for the grace given me through
faith in His son Jesus Christ, and I thank Him for good Christian counsel.

Suspended!
April James
Suspended! My heart did extra beats as I opened the DMV envelope seeing the words in big bold
capitalized letters, “NOTICE OF INTENT TO SUSPEND”. Unbelief raced through my mind with
questions, what and why, is my license being suspended. I breathed a sigh of relief upon pulling the
letter out discovering it was suspending the vehicle registration on a scooter. My daughter had moved
and could not take it with her so it had been stored in my garage. She needed funds and planned to
sell it; I thought I would buy it to help her out and that it just might be fun to putter around town on
it, not to mention the gas savings.
With paperwork in hand I went to DMV to inquire if any different rules from the state she had
lived in, just to make certain I did everything legit. I discovered the laws varied from where she had
been, there the scooter was not required to be licensed before driven on the road; in California it is.
So I started the registration process but was unable to finish, since it had not been registered in the
other state the dealers bill of sale was not acceptable. To make a few months’ story short, it took three
visits to DMV, two dealings with the local sheriff, dealer contact for Manufacturer Certificate of
Origin, and more.
When I first started the process I contacted my insurance carrier to discover they don’t insure
scooters. I would have to look elsewhere. When the scooter was finally registered, I was then told I
would need a motorcycle license; again not required in former state. By this time, I was frustrated with
everything and thought of just selling it. I considered taking pictures so I could put it on Craig’s List,
but getting insurance had long slipped my mind…that is, until the letter arrived today.
As I contemplated the whole rigmarole I thought, wouldn’t it be nice if I slipped and forgot spiritual
things that I would get reminders, then I could take action to get back on course. Quickly following
that I thought, perhaps I do, but I won’t know about them if I don’t open the Book. If I had set the
DMV letter unopened on my desk, I would not have known my error; ignorance of DMV’s
instructions wouldn’t get me out of the consequences. Likewise, if I don’t open the Bible to read the
letters inside I could be missing important details, some with dire consequences. Comparatively, if I
did not open a letter informing me of an inheritance or an award I could claim, I would be missing
out on what was rightfully mine; again likewise, God’s word is full of treasures and benefits that are
for me (and you), here and now, but I won’t know about them until I open the Letter and read it.
Psalm 103:2 Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits –

What Is Real Reality?
Jon Skillman
What is it about reality that causes us to go to such great lengths to avoid it? Movies, Television
and novels temporarily remove us from the reality of our daily lives, but these types of diversions are
considered passive entertainment, and with the possible exception of television, are not what one
would call addictive.
Now video games are another matter. These interactive games can become quite addictive…I have
grandsons whose thumbs are growing biceps, and reality is their current level of proficiency.
Cellphones, both smart and dumb, can distract us from the reality that surrounds us. We become so
intent on the glow of their tiny screens that we ignore the loved one sitting across the table. Of course
said loved one, in all likelihood, is also bowing to the glow. We follow the glow oblivious to the reality
surrounding us...the reality that we are about to tumble into the mall fountain or about to step into
the path of a, very real, Waste Management truck.
One of the latest reality escapes is something called, virtual reality. I’ve never quite understood
what virtual reality really is, so I searched the net for enlightenment. Hold on to your hats because the
following definition just might blow your mind: “Many people take ‘virtual’ to mean fake or unreal
and ‘reality’ to refer to the real world. This results in an oxymoron. The actual definition of virtual,
however, is ‘to have the effect of being such without actually being such.’” Umm isn’t that like…fake?
The definition goes on to explain: “The definition of reality is, ‘the property of being real’, and one of
the definitions of ‘real’ is ‘to have concrete existence’. Thus, ‘virtual reality’ means ‘to have the effect
of concrete existence without actually having concrete existence.” Ah wouldn’t that be like…nonconcrete, concrete and nonexistent?
Anyway, I guess these escape mechanisms are preferable to drowning reality in alcohol or bending
it through mind altering drugs. The fact of the matter is we cannot create our own reality…reality
comes from God and not from the world. The Bible says: “Do not conform any longer to the pattern
of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…” Romans 12:2. (“the world” here
means man’s way). In other words; be transformed from man’s way to the reality of God.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him will
not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 (“the world” here means, all people) This is the reality that
must not be altered or ignored. It is the only reality that I can truly live with…and so can you!

What’s Wrong With “Jesus”?
Seth Halpern
Editor
No other name causes as much controversy as the name Jesus. It has caused strife, arguments,
wars, revolutions, lawsuits and countless deaths. Strange that a name can cause so much division. Yet,
it is not simply the name “Jesus” but the person whom it identifies. Jesus was the most significant
person in history. He essentially divided the calendar into before and after his short life on this earth.
So, it is interesting how many feathers are ruffled at the mention of his name. There is a recent
movie, “God’s Not Dead 2”, that deals with this very issue. But more than in a film, this issue is an
ever present lawsuit waiting to happen. The Separation of Church and State issue (which by the way,
is found nowhere in the constitution) is a very touchy subject. Teachers, coaches, and faculty who are
found to be praying anytime or anywhere on school property have found themselves in hot water.
This is not limited to schools but any public or government facility. Even many “Christian” movies
will talk about God but tread very lightly around the name of Jesus. Perhaps that is because “God”
can symbolize any number of religions, faiths, or non-faiths. Who knows what you are referring to
when you say “God”. It is not an exclusive term so anyone can mean whatever they want when they
refer to God. But “Jesus” is a different story. Now, it has singled out a certain faith.
So, what is it about the followers of Jesus that riles people so much? It is true that many who
consider themselves “followers” don’t really conduct themselves in a manner worthy of their calling.
Some are obnoxious, unforgiving, judgmental, and give Jesus a bad name. However, I’m talking about
those who live, behave, and communicate in a way that truly follows and pleases Jesus. Why are
unbelievers so critical of them and the Jesus they follow.
Perhaps it is because they don’t see a “tolerant”, “live and let live” attitude from those people.
After all, no one wants to hear that what they’re doing is wrong or “sinful”. That’s not very “tolerant”.
Perhaps it’s because followers of Jesus say that He is the only way to Heaven. How dare you judge
someone and say that they won’t go to Heaven if they don’t believe in Jesus. How “closed- minded”
and “intolerant”. Why are you the only ones who know the way to Heaven? These are very common
questions of those who react to followers of Jesus. But it isn’t the followers saying this; it’s Jesus
himself. He says “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, NO ONE comes to the Father EXCEPT
through me “(caps mine) John 14:6. His followers are just stating what Jesus himself proclaimed.
Maybe the question is why should you listen to Jesus? Aren’t there founders or leaders of other
“religions” that have made great claims who could be followed. What makes Jesus special? Well, there
are many other religions and many powerful religious leaders. Here is the difference: Jesus is not telling
us simply to follow his ideas or even his behavior. He is telling us to put our faith in HIM as our
redeemer. He did not die because he was controversial. He died as part of the plan of God the Father,
the God of the Bible, to be a complete sacrifice to pay the debt for our sin so that we don’t have to
bear that punishment ourselves. That is the gospel in a nutshell.
So again, my headline question is “What is wrong with Jesus?” All He has wanted to do was to take
our place in the punishment for our own sins so that we can not only have freedom from the

guilt and shame of sin and the power over sin in this life, but also spend eternity with the God the
Father in Heaven. Sounds like someone I should get to know instead of fighting over. Have you seen
people who have met him? People who have really met Jesus at the absolute bottom of their lives in
the pit of their sin (whether drugs, other addictions, poverty, sickness) know the joy of meeting and
living for Jesus because he has given them new life. We print many of those stories in this paper. I
haven’t seen a single testimony of someone’s life changing from bad to good as a result of believing
committing their life to Atheism or even another religion. Jesus cleans us up but we have to be willing.
So in the final analysis, we each need to ask “What do I think of Jesus?” There are only a few
options. Either we believe he was a madman, delusional about who he thought he was, or a liar who
simply wanted to deceive people into honoring him. We know that he existed in history and there is
tremendous evidence of the miracles, the resurrection and more. What we may try to do is to ignore
him altogether, but that’s not really an option. It’s like turning around because you don’t want to see
the truck that’s coming at you. It doesn’t change the horrible outcome. You must decide. Indecision
is a decision. So, what’s wrong with Jesus in your life?

Delightfully Impossible
Paula McBride
There is an Oswald Chambers quote boldly written in my prayer journal that encourages me when
I feel my petitions are ineffective. “The saint is hilarious,” Chambers writes, “when he is crushed with
difficulties because the thing is so ludicrously impossible to anyone but God.”
Chambers is known for big words and deep thoughts, so I pulled out a dictionary to unravel the
meaning in that statement. (I actually used a kid's dictionary because I need simple!) So taking one
word at a time, here is how the search went.
Saint. That was the last name of a missionary martyr. It's what some think anyone who is good and
helps others is called. But I think Chambers' meaning here is what Merriam Webster's Word Central
defined as a holy or godly person. The Bible uses saints to describe those who followed the teachings
of the apostles after Christ returned to heaven, so that applies to us who follow Jesus. If we are in
relationship to Him, Chamber's statement is speaking to us.
The saint being hilarious really got to me. Hilarious means wildly funny. Not the usual view we
have of a white-haired, long bearded, robe-wearing man. It's ROFL, rolling on the floor laughing. I
think it's like Sarah when she laughed when she overheard that she was going to have a baby at age
ninety.
A saint is hilarious when crushed? Ouch! The other day I was following a recipe that said something
about crushing a clove of garlic. When I asked my daughter how to do it, she grabbed a knife and
slammed the flat side of it on the poor, unsuspecting clove. It squirted out its innards, but that's the
way the flavor comes out. Crushed. Broken down into tiny bits with pressure.
Difficulties. What's hard for you may not be what's hard for me. You may be dexterous with your
hands. I can't tie a knot in my shoe. A difficulty is a hardship, as in really, really hard.
Here's my favorite. Ludicrous. No, it's not a rap singer's name. The easy definition is laughable
because of being ridiculous. Using bigger words, it means obviously absurd, meriting derisive laughter
or scorn. Our difficulties are laughable, ridiculous, or deserving of scorn? How dare you diminish my
difficulty! (I think we better move on.)
Impossible. Incapable of being or occurring. Just can't do it. No hope. Give it up.
To anyone. Not. One. Single. Person.
And then come the best words in the Bible and in the lives of us saints. BUT GOD! (Can I hear a
“Hallelujah”?) Our God delights in doing the impossible! He creates a world from nothing, parts
waters, sends food from heaven, routs armies, changes the minds of kings. He heals the sick, calms
storms, raises dead people to life. He rips immense curtains from top to bottom, sacrifices his own
son and victoriously resurrects him. In addition, he builds mansions for us in heaven so we can live
with him for eternity where there are no difficulties.
Oh, friend! If you are crushed with impossible difficulties, lean into Father God. He sees the finish
line. We see the ridiculous, the impossible, the hopeless. God sees perfect work being completed in
you and me and is cheering us on with his “Well done, good and faithful servant!” God will answer
our prayers. He's in control. Maybe he wants us to relax and even see a little humor in our
circumstances. Ludicrous, you say? Nothing is impossible with God.

Grace For the Ungraceful
Tamara Sturgis
So, a girl I used to play roller derby with, sent me a casting call application via facebook and that’s
how we ended up on Shipping Wars, but wait, I’m jumping ahead, let’s go back a bit.
I was never a Sunday school type of girl. I did not grow up in the church and I am a little rough
around the edges. In fact, I have been driving a semi-truck with my husband, Todd, for over two
decades and we used to cuss like...well, like a trucker. We could make a sailor blush.
We had a good life, but something was missing. The bar scene had played itself out, even though
that’s where I met my husband, but that’s a story for another time. It’s a good one too! (God can
and will use you wherever you are at)
Things took a turn for the worse and after 10 years of trucking and three major media projects
later, we were on the verge of divorce. Todd was so invested in the success of his current project, that
he was unaware of the state of our marriage. When the project was finished, it went on to become one
of the best reviewed MMA documentaries of all time. The problem? Our marriage was almost finished,
as well. He was married to IT and I was not happy about THAT! I was thinking about going home to
mama's, but God had other plans. Through His divine grace, we ended up at a church, getting marriage
counseling, for free!
Counseling started out rough, but pretty soon, we learned to love and respect each other, once
again, but not before Todd understood not to do anymore projects that required all his time and all
our finances, of course.
Once our marriage was back on track, we began to ask questions about God, church and tithing.
Bill, our counselor, invited us to church and we went. Although, unsure what to expect, we kind of
enjoyed the whole experience, but Todd was left with questions. We decided to go again the following
weekend and lo and behold the very questions Todd had, were specifically addressed! Weird. Once
again, we kind of enjoyed the experience; I mean, the music was pumping and the people were nice,
but again, Todd had questions, you know, like doubting things he saw or heard. We went again the
following weekend and, “put down the bacon and grab the tofu” if the very questions and doubts
Todd had were not addressed! Again! Specifically! Weird. At that point we knew that there was
something to this; that there was a higher power at work here. We, at that time could not have even
fathomed the love and grace of a sovereign God. I mean, at that point, I didn't even know what the
cross was about or that my life was about to be radically changed by a very special, one of a kind, you
might say, man, named Jesus Christ.
I have a lot more words and stories to share and I hope you follow along with me on this amazing
journey and precious gift we call life.

Divine Impregnation
April James
Men and women are becoming pregnant! Impregnated with the seed of God’s plan; initially there
is excitement, an unexplainable joy and a growing anticipation. We ask and cry out “let it to be so”,
not considering what the pregnancy, birth and nurturing of the plan will cost. How often do we, on
our own accord, enthusiastically get involved with something to later exclaim “no one told me it would
be like this or there would be a cost”?
King David proclaimed he would not offer something to God that cost him nothing, 2 Samuel
24:24. Mary paid a price to carry the Christ child; her reputation and an ordinary life. The apostles all
paid a price to carry out the birthing and nurturing of the church. Jesus paid the ultimate price.
Many couples when wanting a child consider the financial costs, lifestyle change, need of a bigger
home or car, but not the physical cost of discomfort or the pain and mess of the delivery, yet in the
end consider it all to be worth it. All that has gone before to bring them to this moment pales in
comparison as they hold their newborn child. I think God in his sovereignty and wisdom does not
always let us know the cost until we become so desirous of His plan that nothing else matters, lest we
be unwilling.
Just as a woman needs proper nutrition, hydration and regular medical checkups so she and the
baby will be healthy, so we to need to dine on the Bread of Life, drink of the Living Water and regularly
counsel with the Great Physician, so we and what is growing inside us are healthy, that we will be
strong enough for the travail of labor to bring it forth.
It is a sad day when we let the dream, a calling or move of God die within us, or die afterward from
a lack of proper nurturing; what heartache it brings us and the loss to those who will not experience
what was to be.
Luke 1 records Elizabeth saying to Mary, the mother of Jesus, “Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb!” Mary responds: “My soul magnifies the Lord, And my spirit
has rejoiced in God my Savior. For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; For behold,
henceforth all generations will call me blessed. For He who is mighty has done great things for me,
And holy is His name. And His mercy is on those who fear Him…”
What seed has the Holy Spirit impregnated within each of us? What dream is developing in the
womb of our spirit? Will we abort it or let it come to fruition, giving birth at the appointed time? Will
we nurture, watch over and protect it so the adversary does not steal it?
May we willingly say “Be it unto me according to Your will” - no matter the cost!

Whatever!
Dave Kugelman
I hear this word "whatever" a lot. My wife uses it on me whenever I say something ridiculous or
poke fun at her.
According to the Marist College annual poll "whatever" was the most annoying word or phrase
used from 2009 to 2014. Six straight years! No surprise.
Recently I reached a point of extreme frustration and anxiety due to a combination of things not
going well (that sounds better than saying things not going "my" way). I found myself being
overwhelmed because God did not respond to my needs the way I wanted him to. (There is so much
more to this story, but for the sake of space I will jump to the key point.)
I reached a breaking point and said "whatever" (whatever = grumbling and we know how God
feels about that). I then CHOSE to step into the world of self pity. I have been on the verge of self
pity many times before, but would resist the urge to go there. This time was different. I wanted to be
upset and frankly felt like I was justified. Stupid, I know!
I was reminded that Oswald Chambers calls self pity a sin. Whatever! I was determined to wallow
and wallow I did. Thank God for good Christian friends. In this case it was Seth Halpern. We spent
about three hours together and through his prayers and counsel I recovered. But God wasn't through
with the lesson. I read an Oswald My Utmost for His Highest the day after my pity party and boy was
it timely. Pay attention reader; He says, "There are certain things we must not pray about-moods for
instance. Moods never go by praying, moods go by kicking." Wow. Now please don't discount the
power of prayer, but also remember that sometimes we are guilty of asking God to do something
when in fact it is actually in our own power to act.
There you have it. Choose to trust God. Don't give in to self pity. And when the devil attacks, just
say "whatever." Because his days are numbered and the victory is ours in Christ Jesus.

Light Language
Paula McBride
The second-grade boy, fifteen minutes late for school, was waiting just inside his classroom door
when I arrived to pick him up for his tutoring session. As the substitute teacher, I was a stranger, but
Alex followed compliantly. He shuffled slowly, head down, shoulders sagging. He fell farther behind
as my determined strides marched ahead to the beat of the minutes of instructional time I was losing.
There were plans to follow, detailed instructions from the academic intervention teacher. I could fuss
at the child and hassle him about hurrying up, or perhaps speak light into what may have been a dark
morning for the little guy.
“Did you have breakfast, Alex?” He shook his head without looking up. If a student is late, he
doesn't get school breakfast. “I have some Triscuits in my bag. You can eat those while we do our
work today,” I offered. “How does that sound?” Alex finally met my gaze with soulful brown eyes,
and he munched Triscuits and drank water while we practiced alphabet letter names and sounds. I got
most of the lesson covered, and at 8:45 Alex asked if he could walk back to his classroom by himself.
I watched to make sure he was safe, and prayed that he would walk in light the rest of the day.
It wasn't long ago that this scene would be different. I would have acted harshly, judging
instructional minutes above the needs of a child. Speaking light language doesn't come naturally for
me, as my family will readily tell you. Change has come slowly and is still in process as I learn more of
the character of God and the power of the Holy Spirit to make me into His image. Here are a couple
of strategies based on God's Word that help me rein in my judgmental tongue.
Remembering that salvation is a free gift, there are still things we do as God's children. We make
sure we are speaking from a clean heart. David prayed, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew
a right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10 ESV). Paul wrote, “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out
of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs (Ephesians
4:29). I can't speak light language if I haven't confessed bitterness, pride, scorn, self- righteousness,
and the rest of the scum that pollutes my heart.
We also learn to express new life within us by forming the mind of Christ, so another strategy is
examining our words to see if they line up with what and how Christ would speak. Philippians 4:8
gives guidelines for speaking what is true and lovely. I especially like the idea of speaking words that
are praiseworthy or of good report. That sure bursts the bubble of my critical spirit.
The Bible puts much emphasis on words because in them is great power to hurt or heal. In our
changing culture, it is more important than ever to speak wisely, kindly, and positively from a clean
heart and the mind of Christ as we interact with the world. James said, “Those who consider
themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their
religion is worthless” (1:26). Let's not be worthless. Next time we see a little boy or someone else who
needs encouragement, let's be speakers of “light language” and show our Savior to the world.

The Bible Simplified
Seth Halpern
Editor
In the beginning of time, God created the world and everything in it. He created humans last and
made Adam first, then Eve. He gave them everything including the free will to do as they please but
He wanted for them to choose to do what He asked. The Devil, the first Angel that rebelled against
God, tempted Adam and Eve to go against God. That is called Sin. Sin brought terrible trouble into
the world. Finally, God destroyed everyone with a great flood, except for Noah and his family. He
told them to start the human race over.
Most people continued to rebel against God but many centuries later, a man named Abraham had
strong faith in God. God called him righteous because of His faith and made a promise to Abraham
that he would be the head of a great family. (He was old and had no children at that time). His son,
Isaac and grandson, Jacob, kept Abraham’s faith and God chose to bless the children of Jacob, known
as Israel. The people grew into a great nation but they had been enslaved by a ruthless ruler of Egypt.
God chose a man named Moses to lead them out in a miraculous way. After leading them out of
Egypt, God talked to Moses and gave him rules or laws for the people so that they would be separate
from the sinful cultures around them. The laws seemed restricting but were for their own good. There
were laws about food, cleanliness, worship, and dealing with one another. Some of the laws of worship
included animal sacrifices that would temporarily cleanse their sin and allow them to worship God.
After that, God led Joshua, Moses disciple, to victories in battle over a sinful people and they took
over the land of Canaan. That became the nation of Israel. Israel had many leaders that God raised up
until their greatest leader, David who became king of Israel. Israel thrived under the leadership of
David and his son Solomon, but after Solomon, the people were divided and they had mostly bad and
sinful leadership. Throughout that time, God raised up people, called prophets, to warn the people
that they were going to pay the price of hardship if they didn’t repent, or turn back, to God from their
sinful and rebellious ways. The worst hardship came when the nation was split into two parts, a
northern Kingdom called Israel and a southern Kingdom called Judah, each was ultimately taken over
for a foreign power. Israel never recovered, but Judah (the more faithful of the two kingdoms) was
allowed to return to their home by a benevolent foreign captor. They returned, built a wall for the city
and a new temple to worship God.
Things were quiet for several hundred years until God told a young virgin that she would give birth
to a baby to be named Jesus (Y’shua in Hebrew) and since He would be born to a woman and from
God with no human father, the baby would be both man and God. He would be the Son of God, the
only one to be born without sin and lived a sin-free life. He would grow up to teach as no teacher
before him and back up his teaching with miracles. Yet, his purpose was not to teach or do miracles
but instead to die a horrible death. His death would come at the hands of the Romans and at the
request of the Jewish leaders who were threatened by his popularity. However, God himself put Jesus
to death as a sacrifice to pay for the sins of each person in the world, past, present and future. Because
God is Holy, He cannot look upon sin, nor can He have a relationship with anyone who has sinned.
This is why the Law was given through Moses, so that an animal sacrifice would pay for the debt of
the person’s sin. The Law was also given to show people that they could not keep it perfectly, but
would sin and need a sacrifice. That is how people came to God in history. But

now, God was ending the need for all the sacrifices and law keeping. His holiness and justice required
a payment, a sacrifice. However, His Love compelled Him give up the Son he loved to make a way
for the rest of us, sinners, to have a relationship with Him. After Jesus died, He rose from death, called
the resurrection and after showing himself in bodily form as evidence to many of his followers, He
went up to Heaven where he sits on the throne. He sent His Holy Spirit so that all who believe in Him
can have access to His power and His peace. His followers (the 12) were commanded to reach the
world with his message of love, hope, and eternal life with Him..
(Note: This has been God’s plan from the beginning of time. He gave his Word (the Bible) which was
written by 40 people over a period of thousands of years. The writers were from different cultures,
countries, and careers. Some educated, some not. God divinely inspired each one to write His Word
and though there may appear to be problems at first glance, a deeper study of the Bible will confirm
that there is perfect unity especially in the most important aspect- reconciling us to God, the
redemption of mankind!)

In God’s Time
Josh Vanassche
"To choose time is to save time." – Francis Bacon
In an age of skepticism and hopelessness, many wonder if God will rescue us from our fallen ways.
Some believers wonder whether Jesus will ever save us in time, before we destroy ourselves. This
made me think; what does “in time” mean? God appears to be “slow”. It was 400 years after Isaiah
prophesized about the Messiah that he actually came. When God promised Abraham children, it
didn’t happen until 40 years later. Furthermore, Jesus promised to return to Earth for final judgment
one day.
Well God, it’s been over 2,000 years! Can we speed our salvation up a little here? Scripture is clear
that God is not exactly making his promises in a “New York minute”! Why is He not fast in his
promises all the time? I’m sure David thought the same thing when he was anointed king of Israel yet
didn’t immediately take his throne!
What’s our definition of “fast”? Is 2,000 years too long to wait for the second coming of Jesus?
Some may question the existence of Jesus based on how long it’s been since his resurrection.
Using human logic regarding time, if we lived on the planet Mercury, it would have been 176,000
years since the resurrection of Jesus! In contrast, if we lived on the planet Pluto it would have been
only eight years since the resurrection! Furthermore, consider the US time zones. According to the
Canadian Encyclopedia (2009):
“At noon on November 18, 1883, North American railway systems adopted a standardized system of keeping time
that used hour-wide time zones. It took many years, but eventually people around the world began using the same
timekeeping system."
What’s my point to all this messy time stuff? We base time on logic and reasoning. God does not
think as we do. He has no sense of time like we do. Scripture says: "A day is like a thousand years to
the Lord, and a thousand years is a like a day. " (2 Pet 3:8). And: "For you a thousand years are as a
passing day, as brief as a few night hours." (Ps 90:4).
Let’s not get frustrated or impatient with the Lord when we don’t get that promotion when we
want it or when a family member doesn’t heal quickly. Everything is in God’s time and purpose. I
know this is easier said than done but be patient! Do not assume God is ignoring your prayers or
doesn’t care for you! He is always listening and always loving. What we need to focus on instead is our
relationship with him. When we focus on loving God and doing his work, we become blessed.
For all of us who are waiting for an answer to our problems, or anything else we pray for,
remember, God will answer in God’s time, not human time! Time as we understand it is based on
human logic. When things don’t go our way, we sometimes feel disconnected from God. The fire we
have to serve him goes away when we feel that God isn’t listening to us. Remember- don’t stop your
service to him in dire times! Scripture says: "Let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right
time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we do not give up." (Gal 6:9). Notice this verse says “at just
the right time”. It doesn’t say tomorrow, in the year 2017, etc. Focus on doing God’s work and show
trust in him and we will be blessed...in HIS TIME!

Gospel Ministries Are “ForGiving”
Seth Halpern
Editor
Recently, I spoke with the director of another local ministry and realized that they are not in best
of financial health. I had assumed that this ministry was well funded but learned that it wasn’t. My
heart began to break as I thought about how much “heart”, passion, and energy many of us put into
our callings. I say “our” just as I said “another ministry” in the first sentence because I think that a lot
of readers miss the point that this is a gospel ministry. In fact, any organization that seeks to tell those
around them the truth about Jesus and His love IS a gospel ministry.
We, in Yuba-Sutter, are blessed with a number of gospel ministries considering the relatively small
size of our community. We aren’t big enough for a “Best Buy” but we have many organizations
providing the “Good News” about Jesus! So, why, you might ask, do I bring this up. Well, I’m glad
you asked! Gospel ministries like The Ambassador, A Woman’s Friend, A Hand Up, Young Life,
Salvation Army, Twin Cities Rescue Mission, Samaritan Village Orphanage, Feather River Men’s
Center, Joshua House, Teen Challenge and many more (I’m running out of space, this is not meant
to be an exhaustive list) are spreading the Gospel and God has called each person leading their
respective ministry. Every single one of them is in need! I could certainly add to that list many of the
churches in our area and the budgeting struggles for many of them and their pastors as well.
Now, each of us have some very faithful supporters without whom we would need to close our
doors. For you (and you know who you are) we are extremely grateful. However (gulp!), many of our
readers and many in the local Christian community may need to rethink their giving. There are some
reading this who don’t invest a dollar in any local ministries. Most pastors avoid talking about giving
even though it is Biblical AND necessary in order to continue ministry. Most ministries despise
sending the appeal letter because we don’t want people to feel bad. It is time to consider giving your
finances to Gospel ministries. Whether God puts The Ambassador on your heart or another local
ministry, I ask that you would make it a priority to “invest” your God-given provision with as many
local Gospel ministries as you can. The world is getting worse day after day and our ONLY hope is in
the saving power of the Gospel. We all need the support and it is not the size of the gift but the desire
of the giver that matters. I find that the people with the least want to give the most. Please pray and
consider what the Lord would have you to do.

The Sentinels
Paula McBride
Friendly chatter hushed as the eighth graders from Bear River Junior High School in Wheatland,
California, passed the stanchion near the tomb of the unknown soldier in Arlington Cemetery. Reading
the words “silence and respect” that advises visitors of the solemn nature of the tomb plaza, the
students were thoughtful as they found seats in the viewing area. Four of their classmates were meeting
with a tomb sentinel in preparation for the laying of the wreath ceremony. Seated with the kids as a
chaperone, I marveled at the beauty and grandeur of the tomb and the sacrifice it represented. Soon,
a sentinel announced the name of our school, and my daughter and three classmates came forward to
position the wreath on its stand. After the playing of taps, the students joined us to view the ceremony
for the changing of the guard. It was an amazing demonstration of selfless service, discipline, and
unswerving commitment to honor the unnamed heroes who died for our freedom.
Who are these who guard the tomb of the unknowns? They are Army soldiers, usually low- ranking,
who volunteer to leave their unit and apply for the intense training required to become a tomb sentinel.
Sentinels polish their specially made shoes for hours. They measure the placement of badges and
ribbons on their uniforms, knowing they can be “gigged” for the slightest error. They study their rifle
manual and march with posture erect, rifle angle perfect, and cadence at exactly ninety steps per
minute. They memorize verbatim historical facts and the names and locations of each hero buried at
Arlington. They are constantly scrutinized for perfection because they have committed to perfection
as a standard. Honor for others above themselves is their very atmosphere.
In a time when honor and civility seem to have gone the way of the rotary phone, it is encouraging
to know that tradition, ceremony, respect, and value for human life and sacrifice still exist. As Christfollowers, we know who gave His all and was laid in a tomb for us. We know His tomb is empty, but
how much honor do we give Him? How much time? I remember when I tried to honor the church
sanctuary by not taking a cup of coffee into the sacred place. Sadly, now what I think about most is
getting to church before the line to the coffee stand gets too long, and I think nothing of taking the
cup into worship with me. Does it distract me? Yes. It's hard to sing and sip at the same time. Is it
wrong, a sin, to drink coffee in church? No. Am I willing to give it up? That's a very convicting
question when I consider how much honor my risen Savior deserves. Gratefully, because of the Lord's
tender mercies, He doesn't hold us to an impossible standard of perfection but trains us to grow into
holiness. “God made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the
righteousness of God” (II Corinthians 5:21). Still, after considering the character of the tomb sentinels,
let's challenge ourselves to be intentional in our respect and honor for the One who is Perfection, and
who sacrificed His life for our freedom now and for eternity.

Go and Make Disciples!
David Kugelman
I’m sure you are familiar with the above heading. It is from Matthew 28:19 where Jesus is giving
us the “great commission.”
In order for us to make disciples, we must be disciples ourselves. Leadership expert John Maxwell
says, “We teach what we know but we reproduce who we are.” Think of it this way, if every Christian
was like you, what would Christianity look like? So, if we are not committed followers of Jesus Christ
living as a half-hearted follower, we will not be effective in making genuine disciples. We must be
intentional in our own spiritual growth.
With that said, I want to encourage you to consider adding Oswald Chambers “My Utmost for His
Highest” to your daily spiritual diet, (in addition to your daily Bible reading). According to Wikipedia,
“My Utmost for His Highest” is considered to be one of the most popular religious books ever written.
The following is an excerpt from the June 23rd reading: “Either God or sin must die in my life. The
New Testament brings us right down to this one issue. If sin rules in me, God's life in me will be
killed; if God rules in me, sin in me will be killed. There is no possible ultimate but that.”
That is a taste of how he will challenge you in your Christian walk. I don’t know about you but I
need to be challenged in order to grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ. And in order to grow, sin has to
die in my life.
So if you need a spiritual boost, I believe Oswald can help you achieve this. I have read it off and
on over the last 15 years and it continues to have a positive effect on my life. Let it impact yours as
well!

How’s the Fruit?
April James
Have you ever made plans for your day, scheduled everything out just perfectly, to only have them
fall apart due to unforeseen delays or events?
What purpose is there to unforeseen circumstances in life? Missed flights, stuck in traffic, long
wait at the doctor’s office or in line at DMV, a sick child or pet; do they serve any purpose? Or, do
they simply exist and have no cause or affect?
Does how we handle the unexpected circumstances perhaps reveal something about ourselves?
Do we have reactions that surprise us? Are there things inside we don’t like to see surface or want
exposed in such times?
When our plans go awry, are we able to give thanks in the middle of the situation? Do we remain
calm and peaceful or become irritated and upset? Does our happiness quickly fade away? Are we still
pleasant to deal with or become intolerable? Does our language change?
Are things going askew happenstance, the work of an enemy force, or Divine intervention?
Whatever the cause, if God is good and works all things out for our good, can we stop in the midst
of unplanned situations, and take a moment to examine how we are reacting to what is taking place?
Are we reacting with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness and self-control; or
does some of our fruit (of the Holy Spirit) need to ripen a little more?
If we respond in a manner not so pleasing, don’t be discouraged, we are all a continual work in
progress as we are being molded into the image of Jesus Christ. So let’s take a deep breath and thank
the Lord for showing us what still needs some work in our lives, ask him to help us in areas of
shortcomings and take some corrective actions. First, we can begin with a humble apology to those
we may have shown a less than Christ like attitude to and ask for forgiveness if necessary. Then, give
an invitation to the Holy Spirit to search the inner most parts of our being and reveal to us what is
not pleasing to the Lord. Next, pray as King David did, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew
a right spirit within me” Psalm 51:10. Finally, take action, with the Lord’s help, on what he shows us
needs to be changed.
Perhaps the next time we have an unexpected delay in the midst of a hectic day, we can relax, even
enjoy the moment, smile and say “Okay, Lord, looks like I have some extra time, what’s on Your
mind?

He is Perfect
Paula McBride
“It's a perfect day to go camping,” you say, but the kids don't think so. “It's too hot (or too
cold),” they grumble. “Camping is boring. I want to stay home and play with my friends!” Or the
bride's mom says, “This wedding gown will be perfect!” and the bride says, “It's too fancy (or too
plain). The coach thinks, “That is the perfect pitch”, but the umpire calls it low and outside.
What do you think is perfect? The ten fingers and ten toes on your perfect first grandchild?
The candlelight dinner on your tenth anniversary? The car your parents gave you on your sixteenth
birthday? Perhaps it's the calm water on the river where you are fishing. So many things in life
seem perfect.
Or do they? We toss the word “perfect” around much like we do the word “love.” It's meaning
gets watered down with casual, sometimes flippant use. “Perfect,” the teenager mutters when
things don't go his way.
If something is really perfect, it can be weighed on an objective scale, like a spelling test when
all twenty-five words are spelled with legible accuracy. In this case, there is an unchangeable
balance of standard and performance that can be measured.
Three elements are described in Scripture as perfect: the works, the ways, and the words of
God. Deuteronomy 32:4 tells us, “He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just.”
A few books later, in II Samuel 22:3 we find an echo, “As for God, his way is perfect: The Lord's
word is flawless.”
God set the standard for just how far the ocean can go when it meets the shore. In faithfulness,
He keeps the cycle of tides going in a way that can't be explained. He set the earth at just enough
distance from the sun to sustain life. He weaves infants in their mother's wombs and wakens
plant life in the spring. God's works are perfect.
His ways are perfect, too, even when they hurt. Persecution caused the early church to spread
into other lands. Corrie and Bessie Ten Boom were housed in flea-infested quarters during their
time in the concentration camp. That kept the Nazis out, and the women were free to preach
Christ to those suffering. Many who are deeply afflicted have turned their trials into testimonies
because they trust the perfect ways of God. The standard is God's righteousness, and He
performs by shielding all who take refuge in Him (the rest of II Samuel 22:31).
It is a miracle of God's works and ways that His word has been preserved. Many corrupt
regimes tried, and are still trying, to eradicate the Bible, but like sparks that fly from piles of
burning sacred books, God's word ignites human hearts all over the world. The standard is
unquenchable truth, and God, through the Spirit, uses Scripture to lead us to salvation, to be the
lamp for our daily path, and to strengthen and encourage us for the days ahead. Most of all, God's
word tells us who He is. He is the ultimate balance of standard and performance, perfect in all
His works, ways, and words.
When things seem out of balance, let's remember our unchangeable God who has all things
under control and lean hard into Him, our Rock and our Shield. He is perfect.

Jesus “Covers” Me!
Seth Halpern
Editor
Sometimes the cover story comes to me easily and other months it takes a while. This issue,
was the most difficult time that I can remember. I don’t know why. Perhaps, it was because there
was SO MUCH going on in the world. Republican and Democratic Conventions and the sad
realization that either Donald Trump or Hillary Clinton will be leading our nation beginning next
January. Or the string of terrorist acts including Orlando and France. Or the racial “war” between
the police and “Black Lives Matter”. There has been such a glut of news- horrible news that even
the 24 hr news networks are probably finding it difficult to keep up. After searching countless
articles for hours on end, I became exhausted and grieved. The Ambassador was never meant to
be a source for mainstream or daily news and I’m very glad for that. I was trying to find a way to
deal with all the atrocities going on and the political confusion of this next election and I finally
just gave up! My purpose has always been to bring the light of Christ into the darkness of our
world’s sinful state. Unfortunately, this time I got a little overwhelmed by it all and although I
know that Jesus is the answer to every problem, it seemed too dark of a world to bring even His
presence. I’m glad that God doesn’t see it that way! He will always light the darkness how matter
how deep, not matter how dark. I may have been temporarily overwhelmed but Praise the Lord,
Jesus isn’t! Our cover story about Pokemon Go just goes to show that though in the world we
will have tribulation, God will take us through it if we focus on Him. Sometimes we need to take
a step back from Fox News and CNN and take a deep breath of the Holy Spirit! More bad news
will likely greet us in morning because this world is not our home, so look up to the Heavens for
Hope, guidance and the ultimate realization that He’ll get us through it until He brings us Home
to Heaven.

Dirt Clods For Jesus
Tamera Sturgis
Have you ever had ugliness sneak up on you? One morning, I was at a ladies gathering at
church. This was an open, Spirit-led gathering and we ladies were free to speak or share as we felt
led. As each lady made her way to the front to share a dream, inspired word or a scripture that
they felt spoke to them, I started having really ugly thoughts. Things like “Oh, here she goes
again. She’s always got something to blab about!” or “Blah, blah, blah, no one even gets what
you’re talking about” or this gem “Ugh, not HER again! She thinks she’s so spiritual!” Now mind
you, these are wonderful ladies whom I like and they like me. I was disturbed by these negative,
ugly thoughts that were coming at an ever increasing pace. I was seething and saddened at the
same time. I didn’t understand, nor did I like what I was feeling and thinking.
I couldn’t stand it any longer. I wanted to run out of the room! Instead, I dropped to my knees.
I was so disgusted with the ugliness inside me. I started crying pretty hard and while situated
upright, on my knees, with my head up and my hands hanging limp at my sides, I was pleading
with Jesus to take these thoughts from me! I didn’t want them, I didn’t like them and asked Him
to PLEASE TAKE THEM FROM ME!
All of the sudden, I had a vision in my mind’s eye, squared off, like a movie screen: I was in
the same position as I was currently postured, my POV (Point of View) was through my eyes and
I was sitting about 5 feet away from the feet of Jesus!! My view was from about His knees down
and I saw a long white robe, thick and lush and the tips of his sandaled feet sticking out. I looked
down and saw 3 or 4 large, cantaloupe sized, dirt clods, roll from out of my body, one by one! As
I watched each of my dirt clods roll towards Jesus, I was astonished to see that at the instant each
huge ball of dirt made contact with Him, they instantaneously became the most beautifully
wrapped gifts! The presents were the same size as the clods and each one was exquisitely wrapped
with the most beautiful wrapping paper and a thick beautiful ribbon that wrapped around each
box on all sides that was tied in a big, beautiful, luscious bow. I don’t remember much after that
and it was such an intimate moment that I didn’t tell anyone about it for a long time.
One day, I was at a ladies gathering in someone’s house and we were going in a circle sharing
stories. All of the sudden that story popped into my head and I knew it was time to share it.
Retelling it, was when I realized that when we choose to give our dirt to Jesus, He receives them
as beautiful precious gifts!! In case you missed that; Jesus views and receives the ugliest parts of
you as a gift when you freely give them to Him. Wow.

It Is Better To Be A Dumb Christian
Than A Smart Atheist!
David Kugelman
Attention getting headline? I hope so. Ponder this question; is Christianity in America healthy
or unhealthy. The tougher more personal question is this; Is your life as a Christian healthy or
unhealthy? Only you and God know the answer to that question. (Since I know that I need to
improve as a follower of Jesus Christ, I have to believe that you need to as well). With that
stated, let me get to my main point. Since when did church for many Christians become
optional. In Hebrews 10:25 (NLT) the author says, “And let us not neglect our meeting
together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his
return is drawing near.” The reason I ask about your spiritual health is because I believe that
many Christians are spiritually malnourished and quite often the reason is neglecting
CONSISTENT church fellowship.
Christians skip church for a variety of reasons, some are legit and some are not. I don’t have
enough space to list many of them. But many followers of Jesus who intentionally miss church
will never consider having their kids miss school. Now you get the point of my headline. If you
have to pick missing church or school, pick school! The following paragraph (in italics) is simply
Bible commentary on Hebrews 10;25. Take time to read and meditate on both the verse and the
commentary and then pray about the importance of taking time out of each week to worship
God and thank him for numerous blessings in your life!
To neglect Christian meetings is to give up the encouragement and help of other Christians. We gather together
to share our faith and to strengthen one another in the Lord. As we get closer to the day when Christ will return,
we will face many spiritual struggles, and even times of persecution. Anti-Christian forces will grow in strength.
Difficulties should never be excuses for missing church services. Rather, as difficulties arise, we should make an even
greater effort to be faithful in attendance.

Calling
April James
Shhhh, can you hear Him? Is He speaking to us?
Could He be saying…
Hold on, I’m calling you. Are you ready? I sense an excitement within you, a longing, a desire, all for Me.
When you’re ready to step out from where you are, there is more than you have imagined waiting and I’ll be there
to go with you into the new adventures of life, whether it be in your own neighborhood or beyond. It just takes a
willing heart and feet. You won’t regret saying yes, granted it may not be all thrills and easy, but it will be worth
it. You were meant for more than an ordinary life. The “more” comes when you join in co-labor with Me. Doors
and windows will open you have not seen before, divine encounters and opportunities await you. Trust me, take
my hand, let us begin – one step, one “yes”, at a time.
Ever wonder what the Lord’s call to the great adventurers in the faith from the past sounded
like? Was it a whisper? Did it sound like thunder or deep waters? Did the earth move beneath
their feet or just within their spirit? Did any grow faint and need to be strengthened by ministering
angels before they could proceed forward? How many argued before saying yes?
I’m certain each of their experiences was unique, individually theirs, and compelling; just as He
is individually calling us today to co-labor with Him, to step out from living just an ordinary life
and begin to live an extraordinary one that defies our imagination. For God, who by his mighty
power at work within us, is able to do far more than we would ever dare to ask or even dream
of—infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes (Eph 3:20 TLB).
Being an Olympic year, athletes are “going for the gold”, should we as believers in Christ not
also run this life’s race as if to win the prize, to go for something more than ordinary? Paul prayed
for our spiritual growth in Eph 3:14 – 20. What if we were to turn his prayer into a personal
prayer for ourselves that God, out of his glorious, unlimited resources, would give us the mighty
inner strength of his Holy Spirit, that Christ would be more and more at home in our hearts,
living with us as we trust him. That our roots would go down deep into the soil of God’s
marvelous love; and are able to feel, understand, and experience how long, how wide, how deep
and how high his love really is; and so at last be filled up with God himself. The Lord knows the
plans he has for us, for our future, for our good, for hope.
Shhhh, can you hear Him? He is calling us!

Temptation Free
April James
Temptation Free! What a nice thought. The question is how to get there. Alas I must say there
isn’t, pardon my language here but – bummer. According to 1 Corinthians 10:13 TLB "But remember
this - the wrong desires [temptations] that come into your life aren't anything new and different. Many
others have faced exactly the same problems before you."
It’s attributed to Rick Warren the statement that “ since God intends to make us like Jesus he will
take you through the same experiences Jesus went through, that includes loneliness, temptation, stress,
criticism, rejection and a lot of other problems.” How often we admire Jesus, how he defeated Satan,
outwitted the Pharisees and Sadducees, his great wisdom, the power and authority he walked in, the
relationship he had with God and Holy Spirit, and then lightly glaze over the temptations, sacrifices
and sufferings that contributed to who He was.
Although there is no escape from facing temptation - do not abandon hope, all is not lost. 1
Corinthians 10:13 continues with “And no temptation is irresistible. You can trust God to keep the
temptation from becoming so strong that you can’t stand up against it, for he has promised this and
will do what he says. He will show you how to escape temptation’s power so that you can bear up
patiently against it.” So, technically speaking, the temptations we face are in a controlled environment.
God doesn’t allow us to be tempted beyond what we can bear; now it doesn’t say what we think we
can bear, God alone truly knows what we can bear. But it is not us bearing it or going through it alone.
Hebrews 2:18 states “For since he [Jesus] himself has now been through suffering and temptation, he
knows what it is like when we suffer and are tempted, and he is wonderfully able to help us.” Jesus
has been there and will help us through.
We don’t have to ask to be tempted, temptation finds us. God provides a way out but we have to
take it. He doesn’t force us to say no, turn or look the other way. Sometimes we need to resist, other
times run or flee. Temptation is not sin, otherwise Jesus would have sinned, sin comes when we give
in to it. There are many treasures in scripture to help us overcome temptation. Let us never think we
won’t fall to temptation.
Matt 6:13 and 26:41 encourages us to pray for help before temptation comes. It’s like buying
insurance, best to do it in advance of the need so we are prepared for trouble.

What Lies Ahead?
Tamera Sturgis
A homemade, bulletproof coffee, made with cold brew, grass fed butter, extra virgin cold pressed
coconut oil, cacao, cinnamon, vanilla bone broth and heavy cream (MmmMmm that's a wonderful,
lonely road, accompaniment) a tub of mixed nuts, the train to my left keeping pace, Interstate 80
stretched out in front of me as far west as it can go, my husband and my dogs, each nestled in their
own rolling beds, and me, as I, almost effortlessly, maneuver my big, beautiful, blue, 18 wheeler,
through the cool, dark and moonless, Wyoming night.
These things and my thoughts, are my late night companions as I make my way through this
current stretch of time. I'm unable to see what’s ahead of me past the glow of my headlights. It could
be a family of Antelope, a fox, coyote, stray dog, a wreck or...nothing...nothing but the cool, mild,
beautiful, moonless night, smooth asphalt and white slashes of line that look more like dots at the new
Wyoming speed limits. It's at this point that I have a decision to make. A choice. Mine and mine alone.
No one can help me with this. It's up to me. What will it be?
Fear or Faith?
Fear that there may be a rough road ahead, that there may be peril, danger, debris. Will I have to
swerve? No, I can’t do that, I will have to run them over...that poor family of antelope! What if it’s a
car wreck? I'll HAVE to swerve, then! Oh my!!! Hours of flying ahead through the night, practically
blind, nothing to do but fret and worry about what may lie ahead. The unknown.
Or can I rest in faith? Faith that the road is stretched out in front of me, as it should be, clear from
debris, danger, peril (and animal families shooting dice or whatever it is that they do in the middle of
the road) as it should be.
I think I'll choose faith because it's the same as choosing peace and peace is way better than fear.
All of that worry though, won't clear the road's debris, anyway. Or life's debris, for that matter.
Everyday, I am presented with the same choices and every day I make a deliberate effort-ed choice to
pick faith. It's too easy to run with fear, but the consequences stink because even if nothing happens,
my time was spent poorly. I like the result of the effort to resist fear: Peace.
Having so much time to myself out here on the road, to think, ponder and pray, one thing I've
come to realize is this: Life is made up of little moments and little moments are manageable. Those
little moments gather and turn into days. So, how you spend your moments is ultimately, how you
spend your life. Since moments are little, it's sometimes easy to give in to worry thought, but it is also
very doable to take every thought captive! One thought at a time, one moment at a time. You got this!

Dwelling
April James
One second, two second, three… oops, there goes my wandering thoughts again. Sorry, Lord, once
more I bring my thoughts back to focus on you. Lord, I don’t want my thoughts to wander, I want to
think about you, to ponder your marvelous ways, to tune my ears to the sound of heaven, to hear your
voice, help me in this area of my life. Once more I dwell on you; one second, two second, three…
How often do we, with good intentions, start to meditate on the Lord, earnestly desiring to enter
into His presence, to hear His voice, then - only a few moments later find our thoughts filled with
other things? I, for one, must admit it’s all too often for my liking. Taking every thought captive is not
as easy as it might sound, we can take a clue from the 2 Corinthians 10:5 verse indicating it’s not going
to be easy, the word “Captive”. To take something captive insinuates a battle in which something or
someone is captured and bound so it no longer has freedom. The victory over our lawless thoughts is
won with each scrimmage, with each wandering thought brought back onto topic. We are bombarded
continuously from all angles with information demanding to be processed and problems dealt with,
making it difficult for us to be still. Yet Psalm 46:10 tells us to be still and know that He is God. It too
is a battle. We have an enemy who doesn’t want us to be still, for if he can keep us busy or distracted,
even with doing good, we won’t be tuning into the sound of heaven, have time to clearly hear the
Lord’s voice, or be His presence. If we are not still, refreshed or hearing the battle strategy, we are
unable to fight effectively and decisively.
As we recognize that our thoughts have wandered, we must fight the desire to follow them. We
need to stop – then intentionally turn our thoughts back to the Lord. We should not get discouraged,
feel ashamed, or let the enemy beat us up in this battle; but rejoice in each victorious scrimmage where
we stopped and refocused. A key in any battle is to submit to God, tell him our struggles and ask for
his help; in this case to help us focus and take every thought captive. In some situations, we may even
need to ask to him to help us want to take our thoughts captive. As we surrender to God and resist
the enemy, not focusing on distractive thoughts, eventually he will flee. It doesn’t say he will flee
instantly, he doesn’t want to give up where he has had free reign, but greater is He who is in us than
he who is in the world. Victory is ours with God on our side.
One second, two second, three second, four – I dwell on you, Lord.

CLINTON VS TRUMP
Seth Halpern
Editor
It has come down to this. I have stayed out of the political discussion and frankly I did not want to
write this article. I looked for another one that would say what I felt needed to be said but I didn’t
find one. So, here we go! Back in September 2015, our cover story, “Who Will Lead This Nation?”,
showed the pictures of 8 Republicans campaigning for the nomination as well as Hillary Clinton. It
was assumed back then that Clinton was the “presumptive Democratic nominee”. As the smoke clears,
she is the nominee but not without a battle against Bernie Sanders. At that time, Ted Cruz, Marco
Rubio, Jeb Bush and others were swarming around Donald Trump who came out of the gate with a
fresh, “unpolitical” spin on the campaign. He drew millions of supporters who were fed up with the
status quo and wanted someone different. Donald Trump is certainly “different”. Most people joked
about the possibility of Trump actually winning the nomination. Well, we are a month away from the
chaos that is called the 2016 Presidential Election and we have in front of us Donald Trump and
Hillary Clinton as the choice for our next president. Lord, have mercy on us all! I realize that many
reading this article are avid Trump supporters and probably fewer are for Team Clinton. From most
of my conversations as well as online communication, I believe the majority of us are frustrated and
disappointed with our choice from the two major parties. As I have often heard (and said) “Is this the
best we can do, America?”
All the slandering, accusing and bad-mouthing within each party has mostly come to an end and
now the debates and TV ads continue the mudslinging between the two nominees. Oh, what fun! So,
what are we, followers of Jesus, supposed to do. As I said already, many readers may be in full support
of their choice, but the rest of us are deeply troubled (and have been) about the future of our nation.
After watching the first of the three debates, I am more troubled than before. Donald Trump seems
to continue to speak his mind (often without seeming to use it!) speaking rudely to and about just
about everyone. I personally don’t see him as a diplomatic statesman but more of an oversized bully.
His demeanor is brash and braggadocios. Hillary Clinton, on the other hand, one half of the tag team
Clinton “machine” that seems to plow through the decades of unending scandals, lies and poor
decisions. She is also a great friend to organizations that stand blatantly in opposition to the Biblical
values of Life and Traditional Family.. But this is our choice. Unless we choose NOT to vote for
president. I have always heard the message that “Every Vote Counts” and “If you don’t vote then
don’t complain”. However, the reality is that it counts more in local or state races. Certainly there have
been local races separated by just a few votes. This is not true of the Presidential election. While we
are blessed to live in a nation whose system gives each citizen a vote, it is the electoral system that
determines the presidency. Since California is historically a democratic state (and this election should
be no different), it is unlikely that our individual vote in Yuba – Sutter
– or Butte County will matter much in the outcome. I hate to write those words but it is no less the
truth.
If you want to vote your conscience as a Christian who follows the Bible, then read a few excerpts
from each party’s platform as it relates to Life, Family/Gender, and Religious Liberty. (see the sidebar
on page ?). Don’t get me wrong, it is important to use our right to vote and remember that there is
more to the presidency than just their rhetoric. One of the most significant areas of influence for the
president is the nomination of Supreme Court Justice. The coming years will likely

see several changes on the high court. Your conservative or liberal leanings will be impacted by
those appointments.
Closer to home, our local races of City Council, Mayor, County Supervisor, and other local elected
officials as well as state legislators and propositions are very important and are significantly impacted
by your vote.
The Bible tells us that God is the one who places people in their leadership role and we are to
respect them (Rom 13:1-7). Our choice comes up until Election Day. After that, we are commanded
to submit to the authority of their position. God is the Lord of History and ultimately determines who
will be in office. He will place in power whom He wants. Ultimately, our hope is in Christ. No
individual person will fix the problems in our nation or our state. It is not ultimately a political issue
but a heart issue, a sin issue. I’m thankful for those Christians who have been called to the political
arena, some of whom I know personally and who serve or have served our state legislature: Those
include James Gallagher, Dan Logue, Jim Nielsen and Doug LaMalfa. This year I know a few fine
Christians running in local races including Jason Rikard, David Hobbs, and Stephanie McKenzie.
Public office is a difficult job especially for Christians. Pray for these believers as they take a stand for
truth against corruption and evil. Our most important decision on November 8th (or any other day) is
not who is our President, but who is our Lord? The God of Creation, the God of the Bible and Jesus
the Messiah is the One in whom we should put our trust. Even Donald Trump will not be able to
“Make America Great Again” unless we, God’s children turn back to Him and worship the Lord in
spirit and truth!

The Best of Friends
Tamera Sturgis
I used to think that I had to prepare myself to talk to God. Often, I would put it off because I
wasn't properly prepared. I remember being at a home group get together and I was discussing an
issue with one of the home group leaders. In her conversation with me, as fluidly as she was talking
with me, she started talking to God...as if He was standing right there with us!! It kind of threw me at
first how easily she included Him in our conversation, but I never forgot it. I tried to put that in to
practice, but couldn't really grasp that He could be that readily available! Even my closest friends are
usually at least a phone call away.
I remember the first time I talked to God in this manner. I was getting ready to do my usual tour
of the neighborhood with my dog, while he pulled me at full speed on my skates. It was always a little
precarious with traffic and other possible unknowns, but we both LOVED it so much, not doing it
due to possible danger, was not an option. So, as I was opening up the front gate and standing on the
sidewalk, I invited Jesus to go skating with us, as if He was standing right next to us, and off we all
went!
As I continued to put talking to my Creator (as I would my closest confidant) into practice, I began
to realize that I have a true friend at hand at all times. Even better than just a friend because this
particular friend can see right through the...hmmm how can I say...bull pucky that we tend to put out
there to make ourselves seem, not so awful. I love that I can be completely transparent with Him,
because He knows it anyway. It got to a point where I would laugh and tell God, "Well, you know...I
don't have to tell You!" It was refreshing to know that He knew and loves me anyway.
Understanding this has helped me trust in the only one who can truly help me. Being completely
vulnerable to Him and knowing how much He loves me and delights in me, causes me to want to
please Him. I want Him to want to hang out with me and enjoy my company just like I want the
affections and love of my closest friends. When I have a heart issue- pride, offense, anger, etc - there
is a friend that I have that already knows about it and is just waiting for me to ask for help. There is
one who can't wait to take on my burdens, who delights in my company, all hours of the day through
all circumstances, good or bad.
I have a lot of time to myself while driving cross country and sometimes it can get pretty boring.
Yet, once I discovered that I have the greatest of friends with me, when I choose to spend that time
with Him in prayer for others or just talking to Him about “stuff”, the time flies by and my life just
seems better all around.

Run for the Prize
Paula McBride
Ah, the spectacular season of fall! Leaves have turned brilliant oranges, reds, and yellows. Days are
clear and crisp. Geese are calling overhead as they migrate south, and all things flavored with pumpkin
are available. But best of all? Bishop's Pumpkin Farm is open!
For me, fall begins with the 5K run/walk at Bishop's called Run Your Gourd Off. Now a family
tradition, we gather at the starting line, the road that heads into the orchards. The runners run, the
walkers walk, and the plodders plod, but the beauty of the apples orchards and pumpkins fields
envelop everyone. At the finish line, everyone is a winner. The prize is a free pumpkin apple muffin!
Now that's worth sweating for! Next we'll go see how tall the kids are this fall!
The apostle Paul wrote about races in his letters to the churches, but the races he knew of were
much more than a family friendly 5K. Paul may have been in the stands during the Isthmian Games
that were held in Corinth every two years. He would have seen foot races, chariot races, boxing and
wrestling matches. He may have even heard competitions in poetry and singing. He may have seen
women compete in these ancient games. What seems to have captured Paul's thinking, though, is that
for all the training and effort, there would be only one winner per event, and the prize a perishable
wreath-like crown, possibly made of pine. That makes my pumpkin apple muffin pretty special, and it
perished quickly.
A great difference between the Isthmian races and the Christian “race” is that every Christian who
will train carefully can win. Paul writes in I Corinthians 9:24, “Do you not know that in a race all the
runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.” Each of us has
obstacles that hinder us and weights that entangle us. As we train by going deeper into God's Word,
in prayer, and in fellowship with other “teammates”, we learn to set aside anything that diminishes the
life of God in us. We exercise the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). We let “perseverance finish its work so
that we may be mature and complete, not lacking anything” (James 1:4).
The apostle Paul is a faithful example of a Christ-follower who ran well. He kept his eyes on a goal,
the goal of winning as many people to Jesus Christ as possible by as many means as possible. In I
Corinthians 9:23 he writes, “I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.”
Near the end of Paul's life, he wrote to Timothy, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race. I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness...”(2 Timothy 4:78).
The race of life is MUCH harder than a family-friendly 5K, but each blood-bought child of God
has a prize waiting in heaven, reserved for him or her. It's the glorious crown Paul speaks of, a crown
of righteousness, imperishable, undefiled, and it will not fade away.
Running 5Ks is fun, and winning pumpkin apple muffins is great, but the prize waiting for us in
heaven is indescribable!

ONE MAN’S JOURNEY
Jon Skillman
There was a man, let’s call him Jon, who grew up believing independence and self-reliance were
positive virtues. But these same virtues just might have caused Jon to grow up a little self-centered
and a bit of a loner. And although he sensed the presence of a higher power, he didn’t know what it
was or what to call it. So Jon placed his faith in science and nature and pretty much dismissed any
concept of God. Besides, Jon considered himself a good guy living a pretty good life, and that was all
the theology he needed.
After high school and a stint in the military, Jon married, got a job and settled down to raise a
family. It was just what guys did back then. Upon retiring, a haunting question began to gnaw at his
contentment: “Is this all there is?” He had no answer so he filled his life with golf, hobbies, TV and
just enough alcohol to keep him from fretting over such things.
His wife became involved in a local church and Jon suddenly found himself in the company of
Christians. It wasn’t as bad as he had imagined and over time he actually grew to tolerate them.
Somehow, either by osmosis or induction, Jon’s thinking began to change.
He began to question the theory that he had evolved from pond scum, and maybe, just maybe,
science and nature were not the source of, but rather the result of a higher power. He performed an
honest self-evaluation and discovered he had broken more of the Ten Commandments than he cared
to admit, and his status as a “good guy living a good life” was in serious jeopardy.
He began attending church but felt conspicuously out of place, yet strangely welcome. It was all
too confusing so he simply quit going. He felt the weight of his transgressions may have crushed his
worthiness beyond God’s forgiveness, plus the possibility of being wrong all his life tweaked his ego
beyond limit.
Jon found himself where his secular life intersected the spiritual. He wanted to make the turn but
lacked the faith to negotiate it. The evidence of God was building, but Jon needed something to tip
the scales totally in God’s favor. Then one night, Jon had a dream. He didn’t put much stock in
dreams but this one was vividly different. He dreamt he was on his morning walk and he had come to
a crossroad. When he looked to the left he saw, off in the distance, a man walking toward him. Not
wanting to interact with anyone, Jon turned right but within a few steps the man had somehow come
alongside him.
“May I join you on your walk?” The man asked.
Not wanting to appear rude, Jon agreed and after a short distance the man asked,
“May I help you carry something?”
Confused because he carried nothing, Jon stopped and faced the man.
“You seem burdened,” the man said, “I’d like to lift your burden.”
Immediately, Jon realized this man was Jesus and he woke up weeping and feeling as if a huge
weight had been lifted off of him.
In the days that followed a strong sense of contentment began wrestling with a growing thirst for
understanding. “Read the Bible” he was told…so he did and the pieces of his life began to snap into
place. Join a Bible study group…he did and the clouds of his future began to clear. His fear
of losing the ways of his past were overcome by the ways of the new. Jon had finally found the truth
and the truth had set him free.

Divided We Fall! Does America NEED A Crisis?
Seth Halpern
Editor
By the time you read this article, you will either be getting ready to vote or anticipating the
presidency of either Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump. In last month’s article, I wrote about our
selection for the Presidential Election
I mention that only to point out that our politics is one huge dividing point in our nation. However,
it is not the only one. In fact, there are more points of division in our nation now than I can recall in
several decades.
We are more racially divided than I have seen in years. Even with an African-American president,
racial tension is worse than it has been in recent decades. Police and citizens are now at odds with
what appears to be a spike in officer involved shootings as well as violence against police. Immigration
is another controversy with one side wanting to “build a wall” while others favor more “open borders”
(please understand that these may be exaggerations of actual positions). Marijuana continues to
become legal in more states, fueling the divide between growers/users and those who oppose it.
LGBT rights also continues to be a source of conflict especially between the religious and nonreligious communities. The fighting doesn’t end there but I don’t want to spend the entire article
talking about the issues. We are well aware of them.
So, where does the church come in? The Body of Christ should be influencing the culture and
bringing our neighbors, friends and family to reconcile both with Christ AND with each other. I know
that those in Christ have their citizenship in Heaven and are to be sojourners in the “World”. However,
we are also called to be reconcilers and “salt and light”. It seems, though, that the church has taken
on the face of the world in many of the same divisive issues. Within the church, there are those who
are staunchly against “sinners” in their congregation, while others have more of a “seeker” mentality.
This includes the issues of LGBT, as well as premarital sex, divorce and addiction. There are Christians
and churches on both sides of the immigration issue and political adversaries. I recently posted on
Facebook that I could not have a civil discussion with a person in church with whom I differed
politically. In addition, Billy Graham once stated (and Martin Luther King famously repeated) “Eleven
o’clock Sunday morning is the most segregated hour in America,”. I believe it’s still true. I agree that
Black Lives Matter. The Bible’s most famous verse (John 3:16) says that ALL lives matter. I would
include pre-born lives. The Abortion issue is still dividing families, churches and denominations. Not
all divisions are as serious or violent, but there are some divisions specific to Christ’s Body: Spiritual
Gifts, Baptism, Communion, Attire, Women Pastors and Worship Music, to name a few!
What shall we do? What can we do? It reminds me of Rodney King’s words from a 25 yrs ago
during the L.A. riots: “Can’t we all get along?” Indeed, can’t we? What will it take? In a recent
conversation with my good friend, Dave Kugelman, Kug stated that he thought what we need is a
“sustained crisis”. Not an encouraging thought. But after thinking about it, I sadly agree. When
secularism became prominent after the removal of the Bible and Prayer in schools, this nation began
a downhill slide. Without God or at least the influential voice of the church, we continue a slippery
slide down into immorality. Evolution says that we will get better with time. I believe the opposite.
Sure, we might develop more technology but morally and relationally, left to our own devices

without the authority of God, sin will destroy us as individuals, then as families, and finally as a nation.
We need an intervention. We need revival. Revival grows out of desperate prayers from desperate
people. We may go to church, but we are not desperate. We are too busy fighting about the style of
music on Sunday morning!! Revival is happening in other nations where they are in desperation. Some
are desperate because their faith is illegal and their families are being killed. Some are desperate
because they don’t know where their next meal is coming from. I hear and read stories like this daily
and wonder why we’re so lethargic and apathetic. Yes, we need revival. But it only comes from
desperation. Jesus said that we will be hated by the world just like He was hated (John 15:18) Are you
hated because you stand of for Jesus? Many people “hate” Tim Tebow. Why? Did Tebow do anything
to them? Is it because he has a foundation that helps children? Or is it because he recently came to
the aid of someone having an epileptic seizure and prayed and comforted them while waiting for the
paramedics. No, it’s because he stands against the culture and allows his faith to be displayed, only to
be continually ridiculed without arguing, insulting or lashing out. I’m not sure I would be as gracious
as Tebow. I’m not sure many of us believers would be either.
We need God to intervene. If God will only bring revival when we are desperate enough, then what
will bring us to that point? Haiti was recently ravaged by the eye of Hurricane Matthew and in the
destruction, there are reports of people praising and thanking God for sparing their lives. After Sept.
11, 2001, people flocked to churches across the nation because they were hurting and scared. They
were desperate. God’s Word talks of the people praying and repenting of their sins time and time
again only after their situation got desperate. The entire book of Judges is a repeated cycle of pride,
sin, trouble, desperation, repentance and God’s mercy. I wish this wasn’t necessary to get us back on
track. But the writing is on the wall. This election has people using the word “catastrophic” if their
candidate loses. God is the one who place kings, rulers (and presidents) in power (Rom 13:1)
. The books of 1 & 2 Kings and Chronicles record the nations of Israel and Judah when they had very
wicked kings. It wasn’t pretty. But when they got desperate, God heard their prayers. God will hear
ours IF we are desperate enough. What will it take to get you and I desperate enough?

Soak and Savor
Paula McBride
I was significantly past thirty years of age the first time I tried downhill skiing. Navigating the
slippery slopes was no easy feat for this not-so-spring chicken. I took a three-day package of lessons,
so I did give it my best effort, but I've not been skiing since. I'd rather enjoy the beauty of God's
creation from a less treacherous position.
One position I enjoyed after a freezing half-day on the slopes was in the hot tub. After dashing
from my room to the outdoor spa, I'd quickly hang my robe and slide into steaming, bubbling water.
Oh, that felt so good on my aching muscles! In addition, the surrounding area was exquisitely beautiful.
Snow drifts enclosed the hot tub area, and mountain peaks beyond shone with glittering blankets of
crystalline white against an azure sky. I relaxed in the 108-degree spa and savored the grandeur of the
winter wonderland.
Of course, to get to the soak and savor part, I had to slide down a slippery slope. We can
compare the world, national, and even personal events of the past years as a treacherous, downhill
slide. We fall. We hurt. We ache. We wonder what's at the end. Will we be strong enough to endure?
The answer for all whose hope is in Christ is a resounding YES! That is why Paul was able to write
to his friend Timothy, “I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard
what I have entrusted to him until that day. (II Timothy1:12). The God we believe in never
changes.
It is impossible for God to change. All the influences that cause change in our lives have no effect
on God. He will never be stronger or weaker. His knowledge and wisdom will not increase or diminish.
Life and its uncertainties may shake us, but God, the Rock of Ages, does not move. When we cling to
Him, we'll navigate the slippery slope to soak in the trustworthiness of His promises.
God promises us His unchanging purpose. Psalm 33:11 tells us, “The Lord's plans stand firm
forever; His intentions can never be shaken.” Let's sink down and soak in that one. God's intention is
to bring to a final end the effects sin brought into the world. He intends to bring a new heaven and a
new earth, to make all things new for His beloved children who remain faithful to the end. Ooh, sink
down a little further!
God promises us His unwavering guidance. Psalm 18:30 says, “As for God, His way is perfect. All
the Lord's promises prove true.” As we follow God's unchanging principles as given in Scripture, He
directs us in and through everything we face.
God's commitment to us never wavers, either, and guarantees everlasting security. We who have
trusted in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior are assured of eternal life. God is eternally committed
to our redemption, our spiritual growth, and our eternal destiny. That commitment is as strong as He
is eternally constant. The future may look stormy, slippery, and unknown, but God remains the same.
He is consistent and reliable. He is our anchor, and we can count on Him because He never changes.
Now, let's soak in the grand character of God and savor His promises. Our spirits will be so
warmed we can go out and warm others, too!

Harvest
April James
The harvest, does it not belong to the Lord? Then why do we tend to work as if it belonged to us?
If it belongs to the Lord, then we should do it as unto Him, following His plans for his desired
outcome, then, leave the results to him. His plans are not necessarily as we think it should be. His
measurement for success is not the same as ours, thankfully he has better calculations. What we may
perceive as below expectations, or even failure, are in His book - considered highly successful. Let us
remember to look to Him for the validation of our work. We lean to measuring by what we see in the
immediate, external, and temporal, while He sees the heart, the spirit, and the eternal outcome.
It is normal, and befitting, to have expectations, desired goals, and plans in place. The Lord
certainly uses those gifting in us; we also need to draw on His creativity and unlimited imagination for
inspiration. As we move forward, it’s imperative to be flexible and let Him direct our steps, to do
our best in what He has called us to do, and let Him reap the reward.
Take courage, when things seem to go awry in our plans; all might just be falling into the Lord’s
perfect order. He has this way of working things out, taking our failures and turning them into His
successes.
Seeds we plant may not be harvested this season, but in a future by someone else. A single seed
that appears to have died, for we see no life coming forth, will one day produce sevenfold, maybe
even a hundred or more.
We can be confident that as we do our best, our labor is not in vain, that the Lord in his timing
will bring forth the fruit from our labors. 1 Corinthians 15:58 (ESV) tells us “Therefore, my beloved brothers,
be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in
vain.”
God is a good, good God, who knows what He is doing. Our job is to follow Him, co-laboring
together, not trying to lead or have it our way. Then, trust Him to do what only He can do.
May the Lord richly bless all the laborers of the harvest with earthly and heavenly blessings, and
prosper the works of their hands.

Gratitude!
Dave Kugelman
Let’s get right to the point. Yes, Thanksgiving is right around the corner and we are supposed to
be thankful for the numerous blessings that God has bestowed on us. But how are we doing when it
comes to being thankful (unless of course things are going well)? Please read and meditate on the
following verse:
1Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NLT)
Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for
you who belong to Christ Jesus.
Is it really possible to be thankful in all circumstances? I will let an excerpt from an article written
on October 14th answer that question.
Despite widespread devastation in Haiti, hundreds of believers headed straight to church Sunday (October 16th) to
give thanks. Even after losing loved ones and homes, Haitian survivors picked their way through the rubble of their
broken country to sing praise and pray in damaged churches. Some gathered under open skies after Matthew ripped away
the roofs and even walls of their sanctuaries. At least one church was so badly damaged that worshipers set up an altar
and prayed outside. Elise Pierre, who said she was about 80, said she believed it was a divine miracle that she and her
loved ones survived. "If God wasn't protecting us we'd all be gone today, blown into the ocean or up into the mountains,"
said Pierre, whose straw hat almost concealed a gash on her forehead, inflicted as her sheet metal roof collapsed during
Matthew's fury.
Wow! If you are like me, we tend to question God when our car breaks down or we lose a job or
are hit by a financial crisis. But our Haitian brothers and sisters have demonstrated their genuine heart
of gratitude in spite of literally losing everything. So, let their story inspire you to give real thanks, not
just during the Thanksgiving holiday but throughout the entire year because we know this truth; “God
is good all the time and all the time God is good!” Happy Thanksgiving!
Excerpt from Religion Today Blog- “Haiti: Christians Give Thanks to God Despite Hurricane
Destruction” by Veronica Neffinger, 10-12-16

Trucking Is Glorious
Tamera Sturgis
One morning, as I was starting my dedicated route, heading north on hwy 70, destination, Seattle,
I reached out to God with all my heart and told Him that I wanted to see Him today. That I wanted
to see Him in ALL things!! A few minutes later and a few miles north of Marysville, I saw a road sign,
it was one of those "Adopt a Highway" signs. I was singing along to worship music on the radio and
as I passed the road sign and read the words on it in my mind, the exact same words were coming out
of my mouth in sync with the radio! "Wow! How cool is that?" I thought to myself.
Several miles up the road, right before you crest the hill that drops in towards Oroville, I looked
over and saw a real life cowboy on a horse that had just come around the hill. They were headed west
at a pretty good clip across the vast green pasture. I looked in the direction that they were headed and
saw one lonely cow, way off yonder, looking at the oncoming cowboy with head and ears perked
straight up like "Wut-woh, busted!" As I came around the bend where the cowboy had come from, I
saw a huge herd of cattle off in the distance and the scripture/promise "would he not leave the 99 to
go seek the one that strayed?" instantly came to mind. Cool.
Next, I was coming into the Shasta area and off to the left, on the mountain side were huge, white
boulders, all perfectly placed and spaced. It was unusual and I had never seen them there before. Then
to my mind came these words "if they are silent, the stones will cry out" Dude. At this point, I was
overwhelmed with how my Creator was communicating with me. I drove on and kept thinking about
all these things. I couldn't take it any longer. I pulled over at the rest area in Weed and got out of my
truck. The wind was blowing ferociously. I walked a bit, fell to my knees and with outstretched hands,
was just crying and loving my Father God. The wind gusts were so strong, that it nearly moved me
from my position, but yet I wasn't being thrashed about. My hair was barely tousled. It was incredible!
I looked around in wonder and all of the sudden, all my focus turned in on a road sign that was close
by me, right to my left. It was triangular, red and had one word on it; YIELD. Whoa. I stayed there
for a moment longer before I got up, walked back to my truck, put er' in gear and rolled north, knowing
that, indeed, God is with me and loves me. When I asked Him, from my heart to let me see Him in
ALL things that day, He delivered with music, road signs, cows, cowboys, rocks and wind.

True Leaders Serve from the Bottom
Josh Vanassche
Many people in powerful positions have people that cater to them. For example, generals in the
military have assistants who cook their food, organize their schedules, dry clean their uniforms, etc.
Most people say that when you become the president of a business, for example, or the highestranking military leader, you have earned your right to have people serve you! “Why should the
president take out the trash from the office?” “Why should the general clean his clothes? He has an
assistant to do that!” While I do not think that it is a bad thing to have people serving a leader to help
initiate a vision or goal, unfortunately, many leaders tend to become pompous and arrogant, or feel
privileged by their position of authority.
However, creation's mighty Author and King tells us that we have to work our way to the bottom,
not the top, if we are to please Him and truly fulfill our life’s purpose. In John 13:3-5 the following
takes place: Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything and that he had come
from God and would return to God. Instead of using his power and authority arrogantly, he got up
from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, and poured water into a basin.
Then he washed his disciples' feet, and dried them with the towel he had around him.
Here we have the greatest leader in history washing the feet of his servants! He did this to show
the way they are to serve their king, not themselves.
We serve God by serving others. When we serve others, we glorify God. However, performing
good deeds to others is not the end goal in itself; anyone can do that! God wants us serving people to
give glory to Him, not us! This is something we cannot comprehend or do unless we accept Christ
into our heart, who then gives us the Holy Spirit, enabling us to carry out God’s work. When this
happens, God reveals to us his character and who He is. We then have the ability to change the way
we think (Romans 12:2), and to see things from God's eyes, not our own. When we receive the heart
of the Lord, we no longer see the person that has a speech impediment as someone to laugh at, or a
person who is suicidal as someone to throw to the side or call a coward. We see people who need to
be ministered to and shown that they are here on earth for a purpose: to exalt their Creator! How great
it is that the mightiest King would love us and use the lowest of us to glorify Him!
True leadership ends at the bottom, not the top! We need to use our position of authority as an
opportunity to serve God by serving others, not to fulfill our desires. Serve and lead your family, your
community, or your office with the end goal of glorifying God. Only then will you demonstrate biblical
leadership.

Gift of Giving
April James
December is here, heralding a traditional season of giving and merriment, it also signals the closing
out of the year. We could not think of a better way to end the year than celebrating the birth and life
of Jesus, and to reflect on what he has done this year and what he is calling us into in the next year.
So, what’s God doing? What is He whispering in the listening ears? Is He calling us to something
new or encouraging us to stay the course? Whatever it is, let us consider it all joy and do it for His
glory alone, that others may see our good works and glorify our Father which is in heaven.
Not all things we are called to do will be displayed in lights or written about in newspapers for
posterity. Most of the mighty men and women of God have faithfully given and humbly served in the
trenches, doing so in silence, drawing no attention to themselves.
Likewise, a widow gave her two mites with no fanfare, but was seen by Jesus. Her act is now a
lesson in humbleness, sacrifice and giving for us all. It is not the amount, the fame, or worldly gain
that catches His eye; it is the heart and spirit with which we do all things. Jesus tells us he did not come
to be served but to serve; he is the perfect example of serving and giving.
Heavens value system is contrary to our world where having more is the sign of success; in heaven
it’s who gives more with the right heart attitude, and it’s not just about giving money. The Lord loves
a cheerful giver in whatever we set our heart to give to honor Him, whether in time, money or serving.
Do we have joy in our giving and serving? Even in a job where we’re paid, we can do it as a service,
with excellence, not just the minimal requirement. What we do is a self-portrait; should we not desire
to sign it with excellence.
As we joyfully give gifts to others let’s consider a precious gift for ourselves ( in this season and
throughout the year), the gift of time at the Master’s feet. Just being in His presence, is a gift with
uncountable value. It is a place where we can hear what He is whispering into our listening ears, be it
how much he loves and cares for us; has been there in difficult times when we didn’t think He was
even aware; or calling us to something new, higher, deeper; or maybe His encouragement to stay the
course.
So, what’s God doing? Or, perhaps better asked is, what are we doing, what are we giving?

Main Dish or Side Dish?
Seth Halpern
Editor
By now, you have probably gone back to work, perhaps with one belt loop looser from
Thanksgiving dinner and hopefully the tryptophan has had time to wear off and rejuvenate your
energy. Of course, Black Friday shopping may have put the Turkey Meal into the history books early.
In any case, Thanksgiving is over and we move on to Christmas. Which got me to thinking- the big
meal consists of the main dish, usually Turkey or Ham (in our case, both, this year). Then, there are
the side dishes. Mashed potatoes, Stuffing, Green bean casserole, sweet potatoes, Wait, I’m getting
hungry again. Well, all those sides tend to fill our midsection and sometimes leaving little room for
the main dish. The protein is in the meat. The carbs, well, they just taste good!. Do we fill up on the
sides and leave the main dish? As Christmas is quickly approaching, I was struck by the realization
that we may do the same in the spiritual realm.
Please allow me some metaphorical analogy. When Christmastime comes, what are we
emphasizing? Is it the “main dish” of Jesus (again, pardon the analogy, I am NOT comparing Jesus,
our Lord, to a Turkey!). Or are we spending our time on the “sides” such as gifts, traditions,
decoration, and even family? Those are all sides and just like the stuffing and potatoes they are good
and enjoyable BUT they are not the Main Dish! As my brother Kug (Dave Kugelman) pointed out in
his article in this issue, Jesus, should be the centerpiece of Christmas. In reality, He should be the
center of our everyday life, but without question, Christmas is just “mas” with Christ! So, let’s not put
Him in the corner of our celebration this year. Give him the preferred chair in your house and give
Him the throne in your heart! Have a Merry CHRISTmas and a Blessed New Year!

Post-Truth
Seth Halpern
Editor
“Post Truth” according to Oxford Dictionary is “Relating to or denoting circumstances in which
objective facts are less influential in shaping public opinion than appeals to emotion and personal
belief” (Editor’s Note- More simply put- We care more about things that make us emotional, than
things that are factual)
This term is the Oxford Dictionary’s “Word of the Year”. So, congratulations to “Post-Truth” for
winning the award. Unfortunately, it means that our society is in trouble! If we are living in a PostTruth age, what does that say about us? It says that we don’t base our thoughts, decisions, attitudes
and actions on TRUTH. Instead, whatever moves us emotionally gets our attention. This should come
as no surprise if we simply look at our entertainment choices. Television used to broadcast information
and entertainment to stretch the mind and imagination. In recent decades, it has given way to Reality
TV. We watch a famous (or infamous) family as they are going about their daily lives until it gets
boring and the producers add some fabricated drama to thicken the plot. Add that to biased activists
like Michael Moore who produce documentaries that are clearly subjective. Even our network and
cable news is overtly biased. I watched some of the election on Fox News AND CNN and it didn’t
seem like the same election! This campaign had less to do with policy and more to do with publicity.
It’s not only on the national level, though. Even our local and state races have become a play on our
emotions, hoping to endear us to one candidate while attempting to stir outrage at their opponent.
Then there’s the internet…Wait, we’re going too fast.
This election year was filled with campaigns that served up lots of so-called “facts” that weren’t. It
was about winning no matter what it takes. While this election was not the first to involve, half- truths
or even blatant lies about their opponents, it was the brashness in which it was done that was so
stunning. There seemed to be very little talk of policy and solutions. Yet, there was sure a lot of insults,
denials, accusations, blame and the like. The media feasted on it because everyone wanted to throw
another punch at their opponent. You might think that I’m speaking only of the candidates. However,
the general population was in on it this year like never before. Facebook was filled with opinions and
shared links about how awful the “other side” was and how honorable and blameless was their choice.
(And by the way, I have found that there are plenty of biased half-truths on the conservative, far-right
side as well as there are on the liberal left)
Add to this the internet, with all of its blogs, opinions, and “information” which serves as a
repository of “post-truth” rhetoric. We have become a people who rely on Wikipedia entries as
authoritative. We don’t dig for credible information anymore. If we see, hear, or read something that
lines up with our beliefs, we tend to use it as a source of credibility for our already biased views. I am,
of course, speaking in generalization, here. I trust that my readers will be Berean-like in their pursuit
of what is real and correct.
The Bible (God’s Word) is our source of Truth. Unfortunately, that has become something that
seems to be up for debate even in many churches and denominations. I believe that it continues to be
the standard of truth that we can rely on. Our society has become relativistic where one person can
have a different truth than another. However, like math, where one plus one always equals two, there
is no change with God or His Word. The culture may become more “gay-friendly” but the

Bible has not changed its views on the matter. People may not want to exclude anyone from
Heaven, but there is still only one way – Through the sacrifice of Christ.
Since the election, scores of people are angrily protesting throughout the nation. Even as nearby
as Sacramento, angry people are crying out about the election results. “Not my President” they protest.
Unfortunately for them, Donald Trump is in fact their next president as well as ours. And here’s whythey live in a democratic nation where they get to vote for our elected officials, including the president.
Reports show that many of them did not even choose to vote. This Post-Truth generation is not
interested in what is, but what they think should be. Our nation allows peaceful protests, but these are
far from peaceful but violent with riots, arson, looting, and vandalism. Interestingly one of their catch
phrases was “Love Trumps Hate”. I don’t see any of this as “Love”. But what do I know. Maybe their
definition of “love” is different too.
In John 18:38 Jesus said, “ the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth.
Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” Then Pontius Pilate asked this timeless question to Jesus.
“What is Truth?”
Jesus told us in John 14:6 that it was Himself. “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me”. Many do not like to hear that, but it doesn’t change it. Truth hasn’t
changed and you won’t find it in the Kardashians or Michael Moore or even most of what we find
online!.

Happy Birthday, Jesus
Paula McBride
Give me some kids, some Christmas music, a stage and audience, and we will tell the nativity story
in the best pageant ever (or at least since last year!) Sure, the halos may droop and Susie may cry, but
every children's program is precious in portraying the reason for the season.
One year, I began preparing for Christmas in October. I was teaching English to preschoolers
through second graders in a Mexican school that is part of the mission where I served. We sang all the
time. We sang colors, numbers, fruits, vegetables—everything imaginable in a way that connected
with the children. It was natural that I would want to teach them about Jesus' birthday with a song.
To be ready to sing for parents and other missionaries for Christmas, we needed to start preparing in
October. A perfect song was Happy Birthday, Jesus by Carol Cymbala and the Brooklyn Tabernacle
Choir.
The children immediately fell in love with the simple song and its tender lyrics. “Happy Birthday,
Jesus/I'm so glad it's Christmas.” They got that part easily since we always sing Happy Birthday to
others in both Spanish and English. “All the tinsel and lights/and the presents are nice/but the real
gift is You.” Describing tinsel was challenging, but I just called it “decorations” and the kids were
good with that. “But the real gift is You.” Oh, what a thrill to explain to little ones the wonder that
Jesus is God's love gift to us.
The second verse is similar, adding “carols and bells/make the holiday swell” to words we could
learn in English. Again, the song emphasizes that the real gift is Jesus. The two simple verses repeat,
but the ending changes to “Happy Birthday, Jesus!/Jesus, I love You.” I copied the Brooklyn
Tabernacle in having a child say, “I love you, Jesus!” at the end. All the children nearly shouted out
the words of adoration.
The children learned well and performed magnificently in chapel. Then we had vacation. Two weeks
later the kids still wanted to sing that song. Now when I go to the mission for visits, the kids just
naturally start singing Happy Birthday, Jesus when they see me. How it warms my heart.
The Christmas season can be such a stress-filled time coming at the end of a stress-filled year. For
many it will be the first year that a loved one will be celebrating in heaven rather than around the
family table. Others are weighted down just living life. How can we take a heart that feels grinch- sized
and open it to the child-sized heart that loves so easily and fully?
Let's try just saying it: “I love you, Jesus!” How did that feel? Let's try saying it again and again, each
time putting the emphasis on a different word. Now let's sing it to Jesus. Look up the You Tube videos
of Happy Birthday, Jesus and sing along. Or sing other songs you know that express your love for
Jesus. Lie on the floor looking at your Christmas lights and tell Jesus the real gift of Christmas is
Himself, divinity squeezed into humanity, and thank Him for it. Your heart will feel ten sizes bigger!
Then go find somebody to hug!
I'm so glad it's Christmas!

What Good Has God Done for You?
Josh Vanassche
When I was a young believer I was very excited to read in 1 Corinthians chapter twelve that every
believer is equipped with special gifts to serve God. For the first time in my life I felt as though I had
a reason to be alive! It was an exciting moment for me! However, it wasn’t until a couple of years later
that I realized that God gave me the gift of writing for Him (which is why you are reading this article).
Although I’m a believer now, I sometimes think of how my life may have been had my parents taught
me about the Lord. Yes, I know, I should not dwell on my past, but I bring this up for a reason: God
wants each of us to serve Him for our entire lives! Although he is a merciful God and gives people of
all ages a chance to dwell with Him forever through the blood of Christ, don’t we want to see our
children and grandchildren become believers sooner rather than later? I will present two different
scenarios from the bible in which parents did or didn’t teach their children the ways of the Lord and
the consequences.
The first example is 2 Timothy, chapter one. Godliness was generational, which resulted in
Timothy becoming one of the founding fathers of the modern church. The apostle Paul tells us that
Timothy shared the faith of his grandmother and mother. Because his family shared Christ with each
other, it opened young Timothy’s heart to Christ as well, setting him on a fantastic journey with one
of the greatest men of the bible!
On the opposite end of the spectrum, take a look at what happened to the people in the book of
Judges. Chapter 2, verses 10-12 tell us that a generation grew up not knowing the Lord and the good
He had done for them, so they abandoned God and pursued a life of evil in the Lord’s eyes. They
were drifting like dead wood down a river of despair, using their intellect and other talents to create
idols and come up with new ways of sinning against their creator.
There are many more examples in what I call the “human owner’s manual” but the point is this: it
is imperative that we boast to our children and grandchildren about the good the Lord has done for
us! It is also important that we tell them that they are here on earth for a purpose. They are here to
glorify God with all their heart, strength and mind. Furthermore, it’s vital to tell them that God is
writing their story just like He wrote yours, and how exciting their life will be if they give themselves
to Jesus!
Telling our children about God is as important now as it has been for hundreds of generations
past! What better time to talk about God to your children or grandchildren than the CHRISTmas
season! My book, titled “The Tool Shed”, is a positive message for young children. It’s about using
their God-given gifts to serve Him and to work as a team to accomplish all God has in store for them.
My hope and prayer is that this book blesses you and your family for generations! It is available on
both Amazon and Barnes and Noble web sites.

The Savior
Dave Kugelman
The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—
has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!
Luke 2:11 (NLT)
Let me start by stating the obvious. Jesus is real; Santa is not! With that said, who gets top billing
in your home, Jesus or Santa? I find it interesting that the two most significant events (Christmas and
Easter) that took place in history (not just for Christians but for the world) have been hijacked by
fictitious characters. (yes, I know that St. Nick is a real historical figure).
As followers of Jesus, we need to give Jesus Christ his proper place in our lives every day of the
year, not just Christmas and Easter. How you celebrate these days is between you and God. I realize
that, so don’t have a tizzy fit for me addressing this issue. It is extremely important that the unbelieving
world sees a definitive difference in how we celebrate Christmas and how they celebrate Christmas. I
don’t want to leave anyone with the impression that my wife and I have mastered this but let me share
with you what we do. We have 10 grandchildren, eight of them seven and younger. We do not buy
them anything for Christmas. Why? Because we want them to understand that Christmas is not about
them, it is about Jesus Christ and His birth. Since it is his birthday, it should be about Him. Think of
it this way. Suppose someone threw you a birthday party and dozens were invited and everyone
received a present except you? Hmmm. I realize this may be the most unpopular article that I have
ever written but that is okay. Our grandchildren get special treatment from us on their birthdays.
Robin (my wife) prepares their favorite meal and desert of their choice and we buy them a very nice
birthday present. Not all family members agreed with our decision but I stressed that our primary
objective was to honor Jesus first. So, what about you and how you celebrate Christmas? Something
to think about. With that said, Merry Christmas. Celebrate Jesus!
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